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Letter from The Editor
AS I WRITE THIS LETTER, Kinross schools are closing,
exams have been cancelled, clubs and societies
are calling off social gatherings, and panic buying
is causing our supermarket shelves to be void of
everyday essentials. There are no church services, no
community council meetings, no library or campus
events, and most leisure activities are cancelled for
both adults and children. It is an uncertain future
in store, with local businesses and sole traders
understandably anxious about what the coming
months will bring.
I’ve lived in Kinross for over a year now, and
there are few places like it. We have an incredible
community of people here who are willing to devote
their time and energy to helping others; those who at
this time would normally be out riding Trishaw bikes;
those organisations who run events and look after
the health and wellbeing of the elderly and those
who are vulnerable or who have additional support
needs in our society; individuals who give up their
time to taxi people they have never met to hospital
appointments just because they are kind-hearted;
groups whose main motivation is to fundraise in
order to make Kinross a better and more beautiful
place to live.
At times like these, when many of us will be
practising social distancing and self-isolation, we can
be thankful that we are a community who will, for
the most part, look out for each other and offer our
Note to Contributors
A great deal of the Newsletter comprises reports supplied
by local clubs and other organisations. These reports are
accepted in good faith. Clubs etc should ensure that reports
are factually accurate and do not contain material which could
cause legal proceedings to be taken against the Newsletter.
Letters Policy
Senders must supply their name and address, which will be
published with the letter. Letters should be truthful and not
contain matter which could cause legal proceedings to be taken
against the Newsletter. The Newsletter does not necessarily
agree with any of the views expressed on the letters or
indeed other pages. In special circumstances addresses may
be withheld from publication on request (but must still be
supplied to the editor).
Note to Readers: Advertising
Inclusion of advertisements in the Newsletter does not imply
any particular endorsement or recommendation of services or
companies by Kinross CC or Kinross Newsletter Ltd.
Abbreviations
PKC: Perth & Kinross Council
Cllr: Councillor
CC: Community Council
CCllr: Community
Councillor
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assistance where we can. Our local businesses rely on
our trade for survival, and many have told me they are
now offering free delivery services around Kinross.
Let’s try and support them however we can – by
buying gift vouchers to use in the future, or by taking
advantage of their delivery services. It’s heartening
to hear that a group of like-minded individuals have
set up #KinrossKindness, who intend to organise and
co-ordinate local volunteers to help local people who
need assistance during this worrying time. You can
read more about the group on p7. Meanwhile, we
can all identify which of our neighbours might need
our help. There’s a note that you can put through
their doors on p9.
It is safe to say that all the events published in this
Newsletter are now subject to change, and that you
should check with the organisers if you are intending
to turn up at any publicised event. We have done our
best to indicate when an event is cancelled, but due
to the fast-moving environment we are in, there are
likely to be many more cancellations.
I hope you can find some comfort in the Kinross spring
sunshine, and that you can stay connected to your
friends and family during the next few weeks. If you
would like to nominate a Kinross Hero or if youhave
have experienced some wonderful community spirit,
please do let us here at the Newsletter know about it.
You can email me direct at editor@kinrossnewsletter.
org. We’d like to share your stories in the next issue.

THE ‘FAMILY FUN FOR RWANDA’ games day (in aid of Winnie’s
Toy Appeal) was good fun for all who attended and raised £583!
A huge THANK YOU to all who helped make this a success.
Thanks also to all who very generously supported the ‘Sponsored Slim’ that has raised over £634 and left the 3 slimmers
30 pounds lighter!
These totals will be added to money already donated to the
Toy Appeal by individuals and community groups and should
now be enough to transport the very large collection of educational toys and musical instruments to the Alpha Academy
in Kigali. They’re all packed and ready for take off!

Discover Loch Leven Website
To discover the myriad things to see and do in
Kinross-shire and its neighbouring counties, visit

www.visitlochleven.org

Congratulations
Congratulations to
James and Maureen Given (nee Giacopazzi)
on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
They were married on 31 March, 1960
at Orwell Parish Church.
THREE MEMBERS OF STAFF were recently presented with
RHASS long service awards for their years of service with
local company Alexander Harley Seeds based at Milnathort. The awards were presented at Carnbo Hall at the Kinross-shire Agricultural Society AGM.
Pictured below from left to right:
Linda Kerr, Seed Analyst, 36 years service
Beryl Harley of Harley Seeds
Andrew Turnbull of Kinross-shire Agricultural Society
Jean Hepburn, Seed Analyst, 44 years service
Susan Lawrie of RHASS
Michelle Innes, Office Manager, 35 years service

Hannah Phillips, Editor
About the Kinross Newsletter
The Newsletter has been informing and supporting the
community for over 40 years.
It began as a way of letting residents know what Kinross
Community Council was saying and doing, but soon
expanded to be so much more.
Readers use the Newsletter to find local trades
and services, and our loyal advertisers support the
community by enabling us to publish local clubs’ reports
and essential community information free of charge.
Readers, when answering an advertisement, please say
you saw it in the Newsletter. Thank you.
The Newsletter is published by Kinross Newsletter
Limited (company no SC374361). Any profits are
transferred to charitable company Kinross Community
Council Newsletter Limited (charitable company
SC040913) to be given away to local good causes.

The Newsletter on Facebook

We use our Facebook page to announce:
• our deadline and publication dates
• what’s in the next issue
• reminders of some local events
• occasional breaking news
‘Like’ our page to be kept informed. Search for
‘Kinross Newsletter’ or go to:

www.facebook.com/kinrossnewsletter
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Letters
Parking Nightmare
HOW ABOUT THIS for parking in the Sands car park?
Enid Brown
Scotlandwell
(We’re sparing the driver’s blushes by obscuring the registration plate. But if it’s you, please park properly next time.
Remember our eagle-eyed readers are never far away... Ed.)

More local issues, please!

IS NOW AN MOT STATION
& UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

CLASS 4 & 7 MOT TESTING, REPAIRS & SERVICING

Aidan King from Loch Leven Motors
is taking Bookings NOW
Fixed prices on every job
Same day service on most items
Fast friendly & expert advice
Huge range of winter tyres
and free advice available
Competitive prices

BRAKES SUSPENSION
EXHAUSTS TOOLS STEERING
GIFTS ACCESSORIES

Tel: 01577 865 656
Mon to Sat 8.30am to 5.30pm

www.tyrefair.com

Unit 10 Bridgend Ind. Est. Kinross KY13 8GA
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I WOULD HAVE much more empathy with our current MP if
he spent more time addressing the issues which his constituents face (housing, lack of public transport, education and
the NHS etc.) rather than bemoaning the fact that his staff
haven’t got a parliamentary email address.
As someone who worked for a Member of the European Parliament for six years, I never had a Parliamentary email address. Neither my employer or I were in the least concerned
as my work email address came via the MEP’s website.
Iain Dale,
Carnbo

ALAN HERD JOINERY
Your Local Joiner

Internal & external doors
Kitchens supplied and fitted
Staircases and Balustrades
Sliding doors, Fencing and decking
Laminate and hardwood flooring
Renovation work and extensions
Loft conversions. Loft ladders fitted
UPVC doors and windows

For Free Estimate & Advice, call ALAN
Home 01577 865415
Mobile 07765167982

Messages of kindness being handed out in Kinross

Kindness in Kinross
Lovely, kind gesture by the team in Avant
Garde this morning (20 March) bringing
out tea and coffee to those waiting in the
queue outside for the chemist!
A little girl was going round delivering
flowers with messages of positivity. Above
is a photo of the staff in Hunters. They
were delighted! She was in the chemist
doing the same when I was in there too.
Have you seen any particular kindnesses from people
or businesses in Kinross in the current crisis? Please
tell us.
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KEEP CALM AND DON’T CARRY ON
Coronavirus in Kinross
WHILE MANY OF US have grandparents who remember the
Blitz, rationing, and the ‘war spirit’, this is the first time our
generation has faced a test of this magnitude.
We are being asked to reduce social contact with others,
to stop shaking hands, to cancel all social events and exercise
in a solitary fashion – all to prevent the spread of this very
new and real disease. Car manufacturers are being asked to
produce ventilators on their production lines; there is talk of
hotels being asked to become temporary hospitals or NHS
residences.
If the UK government can contain the spread of the pandemic, and an apocalyptic scenario does not in fact play out,
many will then suggest that the authorities overreacted. But
such an accusation is surely preferable to the situation Italy
has recently faced, where hospitals are over-stretched and
their struggle to cope with the numbers of patients being admitted has led to the terrible extent of even having to prioritise who most deserves treatment.
This worldwide outbreak has led to exceptional circumstances that we are all trying to adapt to. While Sainsburys
have issued an email to their customers asking them to please
refrain from buying more than they need, at the time of writing clubs and groups around Kinross-shire have begun to
cancel not only large-scale events but also their usual meet-

KINROSS SPREADS
KINDNESS NOT VIRUS
TIM MART HAS A social enterprise called Know You
More which uses technology to connect a community of
coaches with people in organisations all over the UK.
This week, they’ve been designing the same methodology to connect an emergency group of community
volunteers, with local groups and business to ensure that
people that are self-isolating and the most vulnerable
are able to access essential goods, services and wellbeing support during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Tim’s avowed intention is that ‘through kindness and
compassion, people and businesses will get through this
together’.

The Newsletter on Facebook
We use our Facebook page to announce:

The response, says Tim, has been ‘brilliant’ with long
lines of local people, businesses and groups looking to
get actively involved.

• our deadline and publication dates

The likelihood is that everyone in the community will,
or are, already feeling the impact. Again, it will be the
most vulnerable that feel it most and, in collaboration
with the local charity Broke Not Broken, they have set up
a JustGiving page to help ensure they get what they need.

• reminders of some local events

They can also be reached on their dedicated phone
line 01577 212036.
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ings. Elderly and vulnerable groups have been asked by the
government to restrict social contact. The library and museum
are closed until further notice. Local independent shops have
annnounced delivery services for those who cannot leave their
homes. Even church services are being cancelled – unthinkable
under any other circumstances.
We can be thankful that community spirit is strong in Kinross. A Facebook group called #KinrossKindness has been established where volunteers can sign up to help the vulnerable
and those self-isolating with services from shops, pharmacies,
dog walking, and general well-being.
While the details publicised in this Newsletter were correct at the time of printing, all social gatherings and future
events may be subject to change, and you are advised to
check with the group in question as to whether the events
will go ahead before attending.
This current crisis is sudden and shocking but we should
not be frightened. Life has not changed forever – just for a
short period of time. We need to be extra careful and change
the patterns of our behaviour, to take what is happening seriously and adapt life accordingly. But that is all.
While many of us rely on the internet and social media
for information regarding local events, we at the Newsletter
know there are many who do not use or have access to such
technology. Therefore we have tried to gather as much information as we can in this issue about local services – their
accessibility, opening times, advice. Look for the red banner
on all relevant articles throughout this issue. You might find
it useful as a reference.
See our Health and Wellbeing section for a statement
from Loch Leven Health Centre.
For advice about what to do if you think you might have
contracted the coronavirus, please see p33.
For advice from the police, see p8.
In the meantime, look after yourselves and look after
each other. If you have an elderly neighbour, ask if there’s
anything you can do. If there’s someone near you who hasn’t
been seen for a while, check they’re well.

• what’s in the next issue
• occasional breaking news
‘Like’ our page to be kept informed. Search for
‘Kinross Newsletter’ or go to:

www.facebook.com/kinrossnewsletter
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Police Commander’s Statement
Coronavirus in Kinross
The following statement was issued by Ian Scott, Chief
Inspector, Local Area Commander, Perth & Kinross police
IT SEEMS THAT THE world has changed in a way that few
could possibly have imagined. There is no area of our lives
that will not be affected over the coming weeks and months.
Indeed, even talking in timescales of months shows how unprecedented the threat we currently face is.
All emergency services will be stretched and it will require the general public to make changes to their lifestyles
that are unheard of in recent times.
My officers, staff and their families will not be immune to
the coronavirus. Indeed, by the very nature of our role the
likelihood may even be greater than that posed to the general
population.
It is anticipated that as we move into April and May infection rates will increase which will undoubtedly put immense
pressure on our ability to respond in a timely manner to all incidents. As I am sure you are all aware, gatherings which might
have required an emergency service presence have been cancelled for the foreseeable future.
Please be assured that there are advanced plans in place to
target our resources, to where and when they are required but
we will also require the support and patience of the public.
Incidents will have to be prioritised but our goal will always be to preserve life and look after vulnerable members
of the community throughout this period.
Please continue to report incidents but we ask that the public think about whether they require to use the 999 service rather than 101. Or potentially contact us through the Internet for
minor issues which will relieve pressure on our contact centres.
We will endeavour to respond to you as quickly as possible.
I already feel reassured knowing that many communities
across Perth & Kinross are supporting one another, as potentially vulnerable members of the community self-isolate as per
the government’s current advice. If you are able, I would encourage you all to share contact details (email or phone numbers) with neighbours or set up groups on social media; so that
if there is a requirement to self-isolate then you already have a
support network in place.
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Regrettably there will also be a small minority who will try
and exploit the fear and confusion for their own ends; particularly as many will feel vulnerable, isolated and getting in contact with relevant authorities could be challenging.
Please remember that nobody will call from your bank or
the police asking you to move money from your bank account
and Amazon Prime or Sky will not contact you by phone informing you of a payment issue or a potential loss of service.
If in any doubt hang up and contact their customer services or the police.
Hopefully in a couple of months the worst will be behind
us and we can begin to return to some semblance of normality but until then please look after one another and I wish you
and your families the best at this difficult time.

News

What can you do for your local economy?
Coronavirus in Kinross
CORONAVIRUS AFFECTS NOT JUST our health – it can also
have a devastating effect on those businesses around us that
depend on our spending. An interruption to that pattern over
even a short space of time can be difficult for them to cope
with, so you can imagine how much more dangerous a break
of several weeks or even months might be.
Yet there are ways you can help. Spending money locally,
especially on food, might be one way of beating the empty
shelves at supermarkets. Many local shops, particularly farm
shops, supply their own stock so don’t depend on the distribution network as heavily as large supermarket concerns.
Many local businesses are offering to deliver to those who
can’t get out, whether through self-isolation or general infirmity. Help them by using their services where you can.
It’s also possible to buy gift cards from many shops and
businesses that can be used later in the year. This helps their
cash flow at a time when they need it most.
Printed opposite is a leaflet with some handy hints. Remember – helping them is helping yourself!

CAN YOU HELP?
THE FORM ON THE LEFT is suggested
as a means of contacting those who are
self-isolating due to coronavirus.

Whether you can help by shopping,
running errands or just a friendly chat
over the phone, fill in whatever details
you think appropriate, cut it out and
post it through their letterbox.
Remember, though, the rules – no
physical contact and keep a distance
of at least 2m. Also be careful of the
details you hand out. The police have
warned of unscrupulous people taking
advantage of those who are vulnerable.
Any help you can give will always be
appreciated.
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Church boost
for Volunteers

Lomond Inn Demolished

THE CONGREGATION OF Kinross Parish Church has raised £600 for the Kinross-shire Volunteer Group and Rural
Outreach Scheme, which provides a
voluntary car service to those in Kinross-shire and Glenfarg who need such
transport – typically to medical appointments.

Photo: Sioux Hamilton

Inset photo: Eileen Thomas

The contribution was donated at the
church’s Quarterly Communion Service
in March and continues the long connection between Kinross Parish Church
and the Volunteer Group. Numerous
past and present committee members
and volunteer drivers have been or are
members of the church.

Community
Website

Lighthouse gets Lottery funding

For contact details of
community groups,
hall bookings, job vacancies,
leisure and visitor information
and much more, visit

www.kinross.cc

Crisis support organisation The Lighthouse have been awarded almost £9000
by the National Lottery Community Fund,
enabling them to offer support across
Perth and Kinross to anyone age 12 and
over who is suffering from thoughts of suicide, self-harm or any form of emotional
distress.

The Lighthouse for Perth are in the
process of setting up an out-of-hours
support line and have just opened a new
premises in Kinnoull Street, Perth which
provides a safe and welcoming space for
those in need. They will also be looking
to offer outreach support to rural areas
such as Kinross.

Twenty’s Plenty testing in Kinnesswood
PERTH & KINROSS COUNCIL have started the formal testing
of lower speed limits in Kinnesswood.
Over the years, there have been many requests from councillors, community councils and local residents for the introduction of 20mph speed limits. Sites for reduced speed limits
have previously been identified through an existing strategy

Kinross welcomes new minister
Kinross Parish Church and
the wider community have
welcomed Kathy Dain, who
arrived in March from the
USA for a 12-month placement as part of her admission process to the Church of
Scotland.
Kathy is an ordained minister
in the Presbyterian Church
USA. She has served in a
number of Presbyterian congregations in the US, most
recently as the executive director of a Hispanic mission
in Florida.
Kathy says: ‘I am thoroughly enjoying getting to know
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everyone in Kinross and
all the wonderful activities
in the parish! I hope you
will stop by and say ‘hello’
whether in the church or out
and about. I can frequently
be found walking my wee
dog, Riley, and I would love
to learn more about you and
my adopted hometown.’

introduced in 2016. Approval was given by the Environment
& Infrastructure Committee in 2019 for a 20mph speed limit
trial in five locations: Aberfeldy, Dalginross, Errol, Kinnesswood and Rattray.
Environment and Infrastructure Convener, Councillor Angus Forbes said: ‘Each of the trial sites has a particular characteristic that may impact on how effective a 20mph speed
limit can be – they include a village, school site, town, residential core and a village with an A class road. Comparing
these characteristics will allow us to determine the suitability
of future 20mph limits in an effective and clear way.’
The trial period will run for nine months, and will involve
the use of different measures to assess what affects motorists’ compliance with the 20mph speed limit, along with
traffic counts. 20mph signs were erected in March and traffic
counts will be taken in April. In May the VAS will be re-programmed to 20mph and switched on. A period of police enforcement follows in June.
During each phase of the trial, traffic counts will be undertaken for a two-week period. These will provide data on
traffic volumes and vehicle speeds and the data gathered
will enable an assessment of how each measure has affected
travel patterns. The report to the committee will cover the
trial period, its overall impact and recommendations for how
the existing 20mph speed limit strategy will be revised or developed in the future.

Sad end to 125
years of history
THE 125-YR-OLD Lomond Country Inn in Kinnesswood has
been demolished. Conservation area consent had been previously granted for the demolition of part of the property but
this had not been enough to ensure restoration.
Local councillors had been highly critical of the situation
that allowed the building to fall into disrepair and which will
now be replaced with a residential development. In the Sept
2019 issue of the Kinross Newsletter, councillor Willie Wilson expressed his frustration that the building had been ‘left
to moulder‘ for three years after having residential planning
permission granted in 2016. Cllr Mike Barnacle asked why
there had been such a delay following the removal of the annexe and how and why the building had been allowed to fall
into such a state of decay
A spokesperson for Kinross-shire Civic Trust lamented the
loss of the Inn, saying: ‘...a key building of character will be
lost to this community and in our opinion the replacement
which has been approved will do nothing to enhance the
character of the conservation area. An opportunity to restore
this neglected property was an option, and we understand a
committed developer could have achieved this, more satisfactory, outcome.’
The developer said the new building, described as having
been ‘redesigned and reoriented’, would be ‘characterful and
reflective of the area.’
Kinross Newsletter 11
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wants Artists and Makers!
APPLICATIONS ARE BEING INVITED from artists and makers
to take part in Perthshire Open Studios (POS) 2020. The organisers say it’s important to sign up early as a maximum of
140 studios are able to take part. This year’s event will take
place across beautiful Perthshire and Kinross-shire between
5-13 September and is expected to attract visitors from all
across the region and far beyond.
There will also be a showcase exhibition at the Bield,
Blackruthen, which will include a number of artists in residence, plus a display of work at Pitlochry Festival Theatre.

studios taking part, and the 200 artists and makers showing
their work, attracted around 15,500 visitors. They come from
all over Scotland and beyond to see a wonderful range of
paintings, jewellery, photography, ceramics and much more,
in a huge variety of locations and to explore one of the loveliest parts of Scotland. The event is now so popular that we
advise people to apply as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. The 2019 visitor survey showed high levels of satisfaction among visitors – and nearly two thirds had enjoyed
a previous POS so much they decided to come again.’

Glenys Andrews, POS President, said: ‘Perthshire Open
Studios is going from strength to strength. Last year the 140

Registration for POS 2020 is now open and closes on 19 April.
For further information see www.perthshireopenstudios.com

Oldies but Goldies with Dance & Sing
Another successful Dance&Sing was
held in the Loch Leven Community
Campus on 14 February. Eighty-four
people attended the event which
is organised jointly by Kinross-shire
Community Learning & Development
Group, Kinross Centre and Kinross-shire
Volunteer Group (Volunteer Drivers).
Tea/coffee and beautiful baking
was provided by Tayside Contracts,
compliments flew about the melt-inthe-mouth shortbread and delicious
tray bakes. Linton Osbourne charmed
everyone with his great voice and
varied programme, he had everyone
singing along and the dance floor was
never empty.
One lady who attended wrote:
‘Would you please thank
everyone for their hard work to
give us such a delightful afternoon. The afternoon tea, the free
raffle, the singing and dancing.
So very kind. And the singer - well

what can I say – sang all the songs
we could join in with, such a talented man – I believe he was with
Nazareth at one time. He must
get a warm feeling inspiring all
these oldies to get up and dance.
Thank you all for giving of your
time and making Valentine’s Day
so enjoyable for us all’.

The event is held in February to provide something to look forward to in
a cold, grey month and is targeted at
the elderly, lonely and isolated but
anyone is welcome. It is always very
much appreciated and often leads to
friends who haven’t seen each other
for a very long time having the chance
to chat and catch up.

P&K Successfully Renews Fairtrade Status
We’re passionate about our freshly-baked artisan loaves, traditionally made in
our in-house bakery each morning, using nutritious grains and natural
fermentation techniques.
As well as fresh bread, each day our chefs create delicious croissants, luxury
sausage rolls, patissiere and more, available with all of your daily essentials in
our well-stocked food hall and deli.
Plan your trip at lochlevenslarder.com
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Perth & Kinross was awarded the Fairtrade Zone status in 2017
in recognition of the strong support for Fairtrade within the
local authority, and the achievement of five qualifying goals,
such as a wide availability of Fairtrade products in local shops
and outlets, high levels of support from local people, businesses, the council, faith groups and schools. They successfully renewed this in 2018 and now need to renew it every two years.

ucts. Scotland is a Fairtrade Nation and very shortly we will also be
renewing Kinross-shire’s status as a Fairtrade County!’

Karena Jarvie, chair of the P&K Steering Group, said: ‘We
would like to especially thank the 12 councillors who are our Fairtrade Champions, and our three Fairtrade Flagship Employers for
Perth & Kinross – Culture Perth & Kinross, Live Active Leisure and
Highland Spring Group. We appreciate their help in promoting
Fairtrade Fortnight and encouraging the buying of Fairtrade prod-

The FAIRTRADE Mark independently certifies that products
meet economic, social and environmental standards. It is the
most widely recognised ethical mark worldwide.

Fairtrade helps small-scale farmers ensure they earn stable incomes and have long-term contracts with companies. In
addition, they earn the Fairtrade Premium, which they invest
as the farmer-owned co-operative democratically chooses, in
projects that will benefit their business or community.

For more information please visit www.fairtrade.org.uk.
P&K Fairtrade Zone Group on Facebook, @PKFairtrade on
Twitter or email kjarvie@btinternet.com.
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PORTMOAK CC FIGHTS
FOR STEPHEN’S FIELD
A MUCH-VALUED PIECE of Portmoak
land known locally as Stephen’s Field,
popular with dog walkers and used by
the community for over 40 years, is
now under a consultation from Scottish
Woodland.
In 2019, Scottish Woodlands Ltd
were asked to look at the site and to
design a woodland area. The proposed new mixed and commercial new
woodland creation, which neighbours
Kinnesswood, would be 6 hectares in
total.
The suggested design shows a mixture of woodland types which Scottish
Woodland say will increase biodiversity, enhance the landscape and provide a sustainable supply of timber in
the future and lock in carbon. It would
involve the planting of broadleaf and
conifer species, the removal of gorse,
ground preparation and the use of tree
guards.
The proposed scheme is on land
owned by A & J Stephen and has been
put forward on their behalf. Falling
outside the settlement boundary, this
piece of land has had both recent and

Amazing views across Loch Leven fron Stephen’s Field

historic applications for house-building.
There is tremendous feeling in the
Portmoak area (and from further afield)
that the site should not be developed.
The land, a lovely piece of open heathland, is visible from a very long way
away. Accessible to the public, it is close
to the path network, and has some of
the most scenic southerly views of Loch
Leven in Kinross-shire.

After a discussion with Community
Councillors and members of the public
at the Portmoak Community Council
meeting on 10 March, a letter (below)
was sent to Scottish Woodland from
Dave Morris, Vice-Chairman of Portmoak Community Council.
No reply has yet been received, but
The Kinross Newsletter will keep readers updated in future issues.

Councillor Callum Purves
Budget
LAST MONTH SAW the Council set
its budget for day-to-day spending
for the next three years. While we
knew it would be unlikely to succeed,
Councillor Stewart and I proposed a
different budget to challenge fellow
councillors to make the council more
efficient and to deliver our services in different ways.
Often our communities can do what the Council does already
much better and at significantly less expense. Local residents
know their communities better than anyone else. Our budget
sought to start shifting the balance from the Council’s role as
a deliverer of services to one of an enabler of our communities.
We wanted to see more money devolved down to our
communities. The Community Investment Fund has been a
great step in this direction. Our proposals would have seen the
current level of funding reinstated each year with more added
to the pot. We also think our community councils need more
support and so we committed ongoing funding to them.
We can also devolve powers down within the decision-making
structures of the Council. We wanted to see an area committee
for Kinross-shire to address the Perth-centric approach of the
Council and we committed funds to support this pilot.
We also recognised that a major roadblock for many thirdsector groups can be the uncertainty over running costs, and
we made provision in our budget for core funding of such
organisations.
We know that many community groups would like to occupy
premises surplus to council requirements, and while they could
manage to run them sustainably, they could not afford to

Portmoak’s Letter To Scottish Woodlands
Thank you for the consultation (email 17 Feb 2020) with Portmoak
Community Council on the above proposed forestry scheme by Scottish Woodlands. I am responding on behalf of PCC. It is noted that the
proposed scheme is on land owned by A&J Stephen and put forward
on their behalf. This was discussed at the PCC meeting on 10 March
and the following comments take account of council member views and
contributions from members of the public.
We note that the proposed woodland is in an area known as “Stephen’s Field” and would cover an area of 6 hectares of Stephen’s Field,
excluding a section that has been subject to various planning applications or proposals for the construction of a house, over many years.
These attempts to secure planning approval for the house have been
successfully resisted either through the local plan process or through
opposition to planning applications.
We note that the purpose of the woodland creation is to enhance
biodiversity, maintain public access, create a commercial timber supply,
secure landscape improvement and to lock in carbon. It would involve
the planting of broadleaf and conifer species, the removal of gorse,
ground preparation and the use of tree guards.
Stephen’s Field is a very important amenity area within Portmoak, is
subject to considerable public use, and has been the focus of long standing community efforts to protect these values. These efforts include proposals to bring the whole of Stephen’s Field into community ownership.
A Kinnesswood Development Trust has recently been established and
it is expected that this Trust will become the lead body in forthcoming
work to acquire land within the Kinnesswood area. It is anticipated that
this would include the whole of Stephen’s Field. At the present time
there is no indication that the Trust would wish to see Stephen’s Field
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used for a woodland creation scheme as currently proposed.
PCC is not opposed to the establishment of more trees in Stephen’s
Field and that is already under way, primarily through natural regeneration. This could possibly be supplemented through some planting of
trees, preferably over a long time period to provide a diversity of age
classes, with a predominance of native species. Such planting would
need to be at a low density so that the open character of Stevens Field,
providing extensive views over the nearby and distant landscape, is
maintained throughout the majority of the site.
It should be noted that a major footpath, the Michael Bruce Way,
traverses the hillside immediately adjacent to the upper boundary and
part of the eastern boundary of Stephen’s Field. A very significant feature of this footpath is the views from it to the west, including views
across and into the open grassland and gorse thickets in Stephen’s Field.
These views would be compromised by significant levels of tree planting, as proposed in this forestry proposal.
Stephen’s Field is also a key location with regard to views uphill, both
into the field itself and beyond to the higher slopes of Bishop Hill. Any
tree establishment, through either natural regeneration or planting,
needs to take account of a requirement to maintain the open character
of these views.
PCC is opposed to any proposals to create woodland in Stephen’s
Field for commercial purposes. There are other localities within the
PCC area which are far better suited for such woodland creation which
would involve dense planting of fast growing species and associated
management, including weeding, thinning and timber extraction, possibly involving road or track construction. Furthermore such planting in

other locations would better secure carbon capture objectives than in
the proposed planting in Stephen’s Field.
It should be noted that carbon capture is not simply an objective secured by planting trees. This objective is also secured by encouraging the
growth of trees, shrubs, grassland, mosses and lichens etc, especially in
circumstances which avoid soil disturbance and excessive grazing levels.
In relation to trees it is also greatly helped if those trees are not felled but
left to mature and develop into an Old Growth condition. PCC would wish
to see the management of all of Stephen’s Field proceed in ways which
maximise carbon capture objectives, by a wide variety of plant life, as well
as the securing of amenity and public enjoyment values. These aims will
probably be best met by not felling the resultant tree growth, whether
that is achieved through natural regeneration or planting.

News
get them fit-for-purpose. We committed funding to get them
ready to hand over to community groups.
Where community groups simply want access to space in
council buildings we committed to helping them by reducing
prices for room hire.
We also managed to protect funding for winter maintenance
in full, provide additional funding for Live Active Leisure to
prevent closure of leisure facilities in our rural areas, while also
providing additional funding to our road safety officers.
Our second theme was economic development. Two
years ago, we introduced schemes designed to support small
businesses with expansion. The microbusiness grant scheme
was used in its entirety and feedback has been remarkable.
Instead of grants, businesses will be provided with small loans
to help them expand. This will allow money to be recycled to
support other new businesses.
We wanted GrowBiz enabled to support more new businesses
to start up with their particular focus on peer-to-peer mentoring.
Our third theme was education and families. We committed
funding to expand the availability of 1140 hours a year of free
childcare to disadvantaged 1-year-olds from August 2022.
This would have supported parents who wanted to get back in
the workplace but for whom the costs of childcare might have
significantly reduced the benefits of working.
The Scottish Government are under increasing pressure
about the lack of subject choice available for senior pupils.
We committed funds to address this problem. In particular,
we wanted to see Latin, economics and philosophy available
on the curriculum. Those who learn Latin not only have an
advantage when it comes to learning English and modern
languages but the transferrable skills they gain lead to higher
performance in other subject areas.
Continued over
PCC is also opposed to the planting of slower growing species in
ways which would obscure the views from and into Stephen’s Field,
as indicated above. Any new planting would need to be at a very low
density, over long time periods and should only involve limited ground
disturbance using hand tools, not mounding using digging machinery.
The primary purpose of such planting would be to reinforce existing
processes of tree and shrub natural regeneration.
We also see no necessity for the removal of significant areas of
gorse, which would lead to biodiversity loss. Only very limited gorse
removal is needed in the immediate vicinity of newly planted trees or
where existing natural regeneration is being inhibited. Statutory public
rights of access apply throughout Stephen’s Field, with the exception of
the immediate, fenced area enclosing the Scottish Water facility. We
would not expect the exercise of those rights to be impeded anywhere
in Stephen’s Field by the planting of trees or associated management.
We note that only some of the existing footpaths on the site are indicated on the map supplied with the application. This network is likely
to be modified and extended in the future as new plans are developed
to meet public access needs.
It is likely that most management activity on this site in future, primarily involving vegetation management and path development and
maintenance, will be undertaken through voluntary action by the local
community or though educational programmes based in local schools.
We would be pleased to meet with you to discuss the PCC objections
to the current proposals if that would be helpful. If you wish to proceed
further with this application we would also want to involve Scottish Forestry in those discussions, if grant aid is being sought. Our expectation
is that any grant aid should be primarily to support existing processes
of natural regeneration and would be equivalent to that available for
commercial forestry development. Should SF be unwilling to facilitate
such a level of grant aid we would wish to raise the matter with Scottish
Ministers.
With the possibility of this area of land being subject to community
buy out process it should not be assumed that any formal type of woodland creation scheme will be supported.
We look forward to your response
Dave Morris, Vice Chair, Portmoak Community Council
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We were also excited by the opportunities that will be
brought about by the establishment of the virtual campus
model, which will allow pupils across Perth & Kinross the
benefit of taking subjects not offered in their own schools. We
think that progress has been too slow on this, and therefore
committed funds to accelerate its roll out.
There are several examples where we redirected funds
into better ways of delivering services. We reduced funding
to council-run youth services to reinvest it in community-led
youth services. This approach has already been implemented
in KYTHE where small amounts of money are making a huge
difference to the services that can be offered to young people.
We sought to repurpose funds to establish a second chance
unit that would remove children with behavioural issues from
the mainstream, reducing disruption to other pupils and
allowing those children to address their behavioural issues
with a key focus on discipline. This would then allow them to be
given the ‘second chance’ that everyone deserves and return
to the mainstream classroom.
We were also able to reject proposed savings to the
Instrumental Music Service in full.
Our fourth theme was protecting our environment.
For many people in rural areas, however much they might
want to reduce their carbon footprint, it can be more difficult
to do so than in the city. Public transport is often infrequent,
people often have little choice but to use their cars. The budget
deal struck at Holyrood seeks to introduce free bus travel for
those 18 and under. Again, this is fine for those who live in
cities and larger towns, but free bus travel isn’t much use if
there are no buses where you live. That is why we sought to
invest more money into public transport to help increase the
number of bus routes in Perth and Kinross and we committed
money to get community transport groups up and running.
We also rejected cuts to recycling centres in full while also
rejecting the further proposed increase in the garden waste
permit charge.
Our fifth and final theme was to be public health. We
sought to invest in prevention and early intervention to deliver
meaningful benefits to people here and now while saving the
public purse in the long run. We sought to invest money in drug
rehabilitation beds, favouring recovery over the all too common
approach of parking substance misusers on methadone. We
also sought to introduce a programme that focused on type
II diabetes remission by promoting physical exercise and a
healthier lifestyle. But, sadly, despite the principles of health
and social care integration and the drive to avoid making a
distinction between ‘health money’ and ‘care money’, legal
technicalities prevented us from formally bringing forward £1.8
million of investment in this area.
Finally, we committed extra funding to help the council
transform the way it delivers services by bringing in training
methods used in the private sector as well as ensuring that we
do more to help residents make better use of our digital and
cashless services.
And we managed to do all of this without raising council tax at
all in each of the three years of the budget. In addition, we made
no impact on the council’s reserves over the three-year period.
Our budget would have been a win-win-win for the residents
of Perth & Kinross: protecting the vital front-line public services
on which many in our communities rely; committing millions
of pounds towards local residents’ priorities; and while still
ensuring that not a single penny more in council tax was levied
on ratepayers.
Unsurprisingly, our budget did not pass, and council tax is
set to go up 4.28 per cent each year over the next three years
despite further cuts to public services.
All too often councillors simply rubber stamp the proposals
presented to them by officials. If it only does one thing, I hope
18 Kinross Newsletter

News
that our budget will make my colleagues think and demonstrate
to them that things can indeed be done differently in the future.

COVID-19 (Coronavirus)
This is a developing situation, but I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all the people working round the
clock to keep our vital public services and shops open as
well as the many volunteers in community groups who are
supporting those who are having to self-isolate.
If you have any questions about the delivery of council services
during this time, please do not hesitate to get in touch. Make sure
you follow the latest government guidance and stay safe.
Councillor Callum Purves

Roseanna Cunningham,
MSP
AS I THOUGHT ABOUT what to
write about in this column, the UK
was moving from the ‘containment’
phase to the ‘delay’ phase of dealing
with the Coronavirus and with the
proviso that we are in a rapidly
changing situation, I couldn’t not address the subject.
With that change of emphasis from ‘containment’ to
‘delay’ comes new approaches to slowing the spread of the
disease and attempting to reduce the number of cases at
the peak — to flatten the peak, which means prolonging the
length of time for which the virus is with us. Thirdly, we need
to protect groups who, early data tells us, are most at risk of
developing a serious illness — those in our elderly population
and those with particular underlying health conditions.
There is going to be disruption to our everyday lives —
that is obvious and it is unavoidable but at the same time
It is important that everyone understands that, for the vast
majority of us who become infected by the virus, our symptoms
will be mild and we will recover fully and quickly. However, as
the situation changes, the advice will doubtless change and it
is important that we all keep ourselves informed and follow the
advice that is given to protect ourselves and others.
During this month just past we marked International
Women’s Day so this seems like an appropriate opportunity to
look as some of the things that the SNP Scottish Government
is doing to ensure that future generations of women and girls
grow up in a truly equal society.
We recently announced a fund of £13m for services to
protect women and girls from gender-based violence, giving
frontline services an extra £1 million a year and we’ve
introduced ground-breaking legislation that criminalises
psychological domestic abuse.
In the past year alone, we introduced a bill on FGM to provide
further protection and improve forensic medical services for
victims of sexual assault and those women and girls at risk. We’ve
set up a taskforce on human rights leadership that will consider
incorporating the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women into Scots law, and we’ve set up
a new commission to advance equality in education.
And we are taking action to make workplaces fairer,
committing to Scotland becoming a Fair Work Nation by 2025.
Meanwhile, the everyday work of Government goes on and
we will be working hard to ensure that our budget delivers all
of that and more. I am confident that it will make significant
progress towards increasing wellbeing, tackling climate
change, reducing child poverty, and driving sustainable and
inclusive economic growth.
There is no doubt that these are difficult and unusual times,
but this is a Government that is working hard to offer certainty
and stability for people and organisations in Scotland.
Roseanna Cunningham
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Councillor Mike Barnacle
Budget Farce Continues At PKC
IN A MARATHON DEBATE on Friday
(unusually) 6 March, councillors set the
budgets for 20/23. In the end there
were five separate budgets presented
from the Independent Group, Liberal
Democrats, SNP, Tory minority administration and
Councillors Purves and Stewart. Councillor Stewart was not
allowed to partake in the debate because of outstanding
investigations by the Standards Commission. I decided,
in the interest of democracy, to second Councillor Purves’
budget amendment without prejudicing my later votes in
the chamber, mainly because of the work put into it and
the number of Kinross-shire issues highlighted within it that
were similar to the Independent Group’s budget.
I took the opportunity to lament the inordinate delay of the
Standards Commission during 2019 in dealing with referrals
to them involving myself and Councillors Purves and Stewart,
which I regard as an affront to natural justice that should be
addressed by the Scottish Government.
The Independent Group’s budget had been set at a Council
Tax increase of 2.5% for 2020/21 and at 3% for the 2 following
years. This compared with the Liberal Democrats 4.83% for
2020/21 and 5% for the 2 following years; SNP’s 4.28% for
2020/21 and 4% for the 2 following years and the Tory’s 4%
for all 3 years. Despite this lower increase, the independent
Group were still able to reject proposed savings put forward by
officers in relation to the instrumental music service charges
increases, further removal of the school crossing patrollers and
primary swimming, reinstatement of the budget for teacher
numbers in secondary schools, winter maintenance budget
reinstated, etc. whilst providing additional funding for libraries,
Live Active Leisure, text books in schools, electronic bus signs,
Women’s Aid, roads investment, bloom groups, unadopted
roads, dropped kerbs and community transport. In relation to
Kinross-shire, the Independent Group proposed reinstatement
of the previous budget cut to school crossing patrollers where
no 20-mph speed limit (i.e. A977 in Crook of Devon) on safety
grounds, resources for a Kinross-shire ‘Pilot’ Area Committee,
feasibility studies for a railway link to Kinross and Regional
Park initiatives (Ochil Hills and extension of Lomond Hills
to Lochleven) plus a re-assessment of the local landscape
designations lost for the Cleish Hills and Devon Gorge (after a
flawed consultants exercise).
Unfortunately, following a recess for deliberations and
negotiation, the Independent Group’s budget did not pass,
and I particularly lamented the lack of a mention of Kinrossshire issues in the budget proposals of the Liberal Democrats
(Perthshire councillors only present), SNP and Tories.
The final budget motions from the SNP and Tories were
set against each other, SNP at 3.72% council tax increase for
20/21 and 4% for the 2 following years with 4.28% increase
per annum for Tories, with the Tory amendment being passed
by one vote, with Liberal support. It is interesting to note the
compounded interest rates for council tax increases over the
5-year period of this council term put forward by the political
groups viz – Independent Group 14.8%, Liberal Democrats
23.67%, SNP 19% and Tories 21.5%.
I noted that the Independent Group would have taken
£747,000 net out of reserves, compared with £1,950,000 by
the Tory amendment and £2,634,000 by the SNP amendment.
I reiterated again, for the third time, that this budget setting
process should be reviewed to allow for 2 separate meetings, a
week apart, for political groups to present their proposals and
then allow time for negotiation to produce, in the end, a better
budget outcome for our constituents than a couple of hours of
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frantic discussion. I have asked our Chief Executive to look at
this again for future years.
Letter sent to John Nicolson MP
Dear John
Imminent Bank Closures in Kinross-shire
We are writing to you following the announcements that
our county is set to lose its two remaining banks this year,
meaning that Kinross-shire will then be the only county in
Scotland without a bank branch.
We are extremely concerned at this trend on bank closures
because there appears no dialogue between banks when
considering same, a lack of adequate public consultation,
which even if it takes place appears not to be listened to,
with ‘a complete disregard’ for the financial needs of local
businesses and communities. Closures particularly impact upon
businesses with significant cash income and elderly members
of our communities who may not have their own transport and
have to rely on an ‘inadequate’ local bus service.
The closure of the larger Bank of Scotland branch in
Kinross, planned in August will be the loss of the last bank
in our county, which hitherto had 4 banks in Kinross High
Street, plus facilities in Milnathort. Given the current increase
in development, population and visitors for Kinross-shire, this
decision makes no sense and should be reconsidered. It is
clear from representations we have received that there is an
absolute need to retain a bank branch in Kinross-shire.
It is time for government to act on these bank closures
and accept the findings of the Scottish Affairs Committee at
Westminster in their report of 23 July 2019 on ‘Access to Cash
in Scotland’. This called on banks to ensure that every large
burgh town should have at least one banking facility retained,
which we suggest should apply to the whole of the UK This
should be the minimum requirement of Government to the
banking sector in response to the fact that the UK Government
rescued them from financial implosion at the time of the
previous financial crisis, but banks have shown no gratitude
for that and continue to declare the mantra that ‘nobody uses
banks any more’ when every time we go into a bank there is
a queue!
We ask you to put pressure on your parliamentary colleagues
for action, within the financial sector, to halt the current level
of bank closures, pending a policy to safeguard an appropriate
level of banking facility outlined above. This should not be a
‘party political’ issue but one for all parliamentarians to address
on behalf of the communities they purport to represent.
Yours sincerely,
Cllr Michael Barnacle
Independent Member for Kinross-shire
Cllr Richard Watters
SNP Member for Kinross-shire
Email sent to Cllr Murray Lyle
Dear Murray,
COUNCIL BUDGET DEBATE, Fossoway School Crossing
Patroller on A977
I was disappointed at the outcome of the budget debate
last Friday and the absence of dialogue between your
administration and the Independent Group of Councillors and
will be writing to you separately about that shortly.
However, there is one consequence of the decision made
that as almost immediate effect that I seek your help with,
namely the imminent removal of the above crossing patroller
from her post at the end of the current school term, despite
works at the school road junction being delayed until May 2020
under the A977 mitigation scheme. Whilst I appreciate that
the further removal of school crossing patrollers suggested by
officers was rejected by your administration’s budget motion,
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Following two successful courses,

Kinross Christian Fellowship will be running this again.

this did not include the Independent Group’s proposal to
reinstate the previous cuts to school crossing patrollers where
no 20 mph speed limit is in place, which is the case on the Main
Street of Crook of Devon. This proposal was at a minor cost of
£35,000 for 20/21 and I am making a plea to you, on safety
grounds and within the context of the current 20mph trial to
halt this job termination where such lower speed limits are not
in place.
Councillor Michael Barnacle
Independent Member for Kinross-shire

Liz Smith, MSP

For more information about this course, please contact
Peter 07766-515950; Duncan 07933-387562
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MY MAILBAG HAS BEEN full of
letters recently from residents who
are concerned about the proposed
closure of the Kinross branch of the
Bank of Scotland.
Bank officials have said the planned
closure of the Kinross branch is due to
a ‘general declining trend’ in the use of the branch – Bank of
Scotland counter numbers in Kinross are down 12% compared
to last year.
Following the announcement of the planned branch closure
local councillor Callum Purves and myself met with various
community groups and bank officials to discuss the matter.
Some very pertinent points were raised, including how the
population of Kinross is growing with significant developments
taking place – one of which will be the building of a retirement
living scheme on the site of the former Windlestrae Hotel.
Many residents want to be able to physically deal with their
banking in a private and specialised environment, and the
correspondence I have received from Kinross residents makes
it clear that branch banking is very useful for those who find it
difficult to access other forms of banking, or don’t have access
to transport.
Many communities have already lost their post office, some
have lost the local village shop and then some communities
have seen the loss of their library. They now see their bank
disappearing too.
These are significant losses for many people, particularly if
they live alone and are elderly given that these facilities can
often be a lifeline for some residents.
We all appreciate that banking procedures are changing
as we now live in a digital age with a large percentage of
the population moving towards online and mobile banking.
Nonetheless, I fear that we are not far away from seeing the
total departure of high street banking from places like Kinross,
Crieff, Auchterarder and Comrie, which is very sad.
The Bank of Scotland claims the main reason for the
proposed closure of the Kinross branch is declining footfall.
However, just like similar decisions recently faced by Crieff,
Auchterarder and Comrie, there hasn’t been sufficient
attention given to comprehensive evidence which is relevant
to the local rather than national circumstances.
There is a worrying trend of banks closing in rural Scotland
for people who depend on them, especially older residents.
A lot of these communities and businesses are not very well
connected, rely on cash, and the physical presence of bank
branches like Kinross.
The planned closure of the Bank of Scotland branch is
symptomatic of a national trend but that is no comfort to
Kinross residents. Let’s hope that contingency measures put in
place by the Bank of Scotland suit the local population.
Liz Smith

John Nicolson, MP
I’LL LET YOU INTO a little secret.
I quite like a lot of my fellow MPs.
And I don’t just mean those from my
own party. Naturally they’re all lovely.
I mean that I like MPs from across the
political spectrum. As a journalist, in
my pre-politics life, it was essential to
have a wide and varied contacts book,
and to this day I find it hard to be tribal. I’m old friends with
Keir Starmer for instance, and I’ve known Michael Gove since
university. I disagree with him about pretty much everything,
but privately he’s a kind and engaging man.
People are sometimes surprised to discover that MPs get on.
They’re so used to watching the brouhaha of the Westminster
chamber that they can’t imagine its members behaving more
normally when they leave.
One of the most useful areas where MPs do have to
establish cross-party relationships and co-operate is on the
Select Committees. This is where mostly backbench MPs get
to grill ministers and influence legislation. But, unlike the other
parties, the SNP allows its frontbenchers to sit on Committees
too, and I’m delighted to have joined the Digital, Culture,
Media and Sport Committee.
I was on the DCMS Committee from 2015 to 2017 and
I was surprised — as a new MP (and the sole SNP member)
— to discover how much I could get done based largely on
having good working relationships with my Tory and Labour
colleagues. It was my proposal, for instance, which led to the
requirement that the BBC publish its presenters’ pay. I thought
it would show some absurdly inflated salaries, and a huge
gender pay gap. And so it proved. The BBC management was
embarrassed by the revelations, and has struggled to placate
many of its ill-treated female staff ever since.
I also discovered—through an anonymous whistle-blower—
that the Prime Minister had appointed the new BBC Chair at
a private meeting, without civil servants present, and with no
open competition as required. I cross-examined the appointee,
using the evidence I’d been sent, and she resigned some weeks
later.
My colleagues, across party lines, even supported my
proposal for a separate Scottish Six O’Clock News on BBC 1 —
something I’d still like to see, given how successful The Nine
has been on the new BBC Scotland channel.
In my time on the Committee, we investigated homophobia
in sport, drug use in cycling, and corruption at FIFA. I pressed
for parity for Gaelic broadcasting, arguing it should receive the
same funding as Welsh. And I highlighted the Government’s
furtive plans to privatise Channel 4, something we managed
to halt.
The new Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee has
recently begun its work. Let me know if there’s something you
think we should be focusing on.
For updates on my work in the constituency, including my
upcoming constituency advice surgeries, as well as my votes in
parliament, please follow me on social media or e-mail me for a
digital or printed copy of my latest constituency report at john.
nicolson.mp@parliament.uk.
John Nicolson

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?
If there’s something you think people should know,
then email us in strictest confidence:
editor@kinrossnewsletter.org
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Police Box
For the police statement on the coronavirus crisis,
please see the Police Commander’s statement on page 8
Lambing Season

With lambing season rapidly approaching, I would like to
remind dog walkers of their responsibilities with regard to
keeping their pets on a lead when they are near sheep.
Dog owners have a clear responsibility to ensure their pets
are under control and this is made clear in the Scottish
Outdoor Access Code, especially when there are pregnant
ewes and young lambs in the fields.
If your pets chase or worry sheep, you are likely to get
prosecuted and you could lose your dog.Worrying is defined
as attacking livestock, chasing livestock in such a way that
it may be reasonable to expect the dog to cause injury or
suffering to livestock as well as abortion in female animals,
and being at large (not under close control or on a lead) in a
field or enclosure where there are sheep
Chasing by dogs can do serious damage to livestock, even if
the dog doesn’t catch them. The stress of chasing/worrying by
dogs can cause animals to die and pregnant stock to miscarry.
Livestock fleeing from dogs are often killed or seriously
injured by their panicked attempts to escape, often causing
significant collateral damage to fences and field boundaries
in the process.
In some circumstances, farmers are legally entitled to shoot
dogs if they are endangering their sheep. Therefore, it is
vital that you keep your dog on the lead around livestock.
In the last few years there have been a number of
prosecutions across Perth & Kinross under the Dogs
(Protection of Livestock) Act 1953 and several dogs have
been destroyed; please make sure it’s not your dog.
If anyone witnesses an incident of livestock worrying
they should contact Police Scotland on 101 or 999 in an
emergency.

Recent Incidents

Between midnight, Wednesday 19 and 3pm, Thursday 20
February, two windows were smashed at a property in
Green Park, Kinross. (CR/5507/20)
About 6pm on Tuesday 25 February a Seat Exeo parked on
the High St, Kinross had a door and front wing scratched
with a key or similar object (CR/5791/20).
Anyone with any information that may be useful should
contact Tayside Division on 101 or any police officer,

quoting the crime reference number listed at each incident.
Alternatively, information can be passed anonymously via
the charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Updates

A 42-year-old woman was arrested in Kinross for being
in the home of an elderly female with intent to steal.
Furthermore, the same female was also charged with using
a bank card without the card holder’s permission.
Two females, aged 38 & 48, were arrested and are due to
appear in court following a robbery and assault committed in
the afternoon of Tuesday 10 March on New Rd, Milnathort.

Police Scotland – local community

Telephone 101 for non-emergencies
Community officers for Kinross-shire:
PC Ben Clark and PC Matthew Ross.
Email: taysidekinross-shireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Community Sergeant (Kinross-shire): Sgt Michelle Burns.
Community Inspector for Perth South (Strathearn, Strathallan,
Almond & Earn, Kinross-shire): PI Katrina Thompson.
PC Spalding is also on Police Scotland twitter and can be
followed on twitter.com/policescotland or @Kinross

Ways of Following the Police:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Website:

@KinrossPc or twitter.com/policescotland
www.facebook.com/PoliceScotland
www.scotland.police.uk

Community Watch

Receive email alerts about criminal incidents in your area,
crime prevention advice, flood alerts and much more by
signing up to Perth and Kinross Community Watch. The
range of information received can be tailored individually;
each person signing up can choose which partner agencies
they would like to receive messages from. Visit this website
for more details: www.pkcommunitywatch.co.uk

Crime Stoppers – Telephone 0800 555 111

This is a free phone number (unless you are using a mobile
phone), which any member of the public can contact at any
time if you have information relating to a criminal activity
of any sort. It is, if you wish, confidential and you cannot be
contacted if you choose to remain anonymous.

Property and Wedding Photography
by your local Photographer
Is your house not selling quick enough?
Specialist in drone images
Tel: Vincent 07949 377 475
www.vincentanthonymedia.com
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Kinross Lathro Farm
2, 3 & 4 bedroom homes available now

Summer is nearly here!
Enjoy the best of the weather. All homes complete with
turfed gardens – sunrooms available on selected plots.

Memorial service held for
Kinross
Lathro
drowned
WW2Farm
airman
SATURDAY 7 MARCH saw the 77th
anniversary of the death of a 20-yearold airman who, in 1943, tragically
drowned in Loch Leven as the result of
a flying accident. The victim was Winston Vernon Stark of the Royal New
Zealand Naval Volunteer Reserve, who
served with No 9 (Pilot) Advanced Flying Unit at RAF Errol.
As an 18-year-old, Winston decided that signing up to aid the war effort
was a feasible way to gain his pilot’s licence – but as he was under 21 years
of age, he needed parental consent
to join up. His parents originally came
from Leicestershire and Winston hoped
he might also get a chance to visit their
birthplace and meet some of his cousins. He left New Zealand at the end of
October 1941 to join the Fleet Air Arm,
the flying arm of the Royal Navy.
After initially training on the HMNZS
Philomel in Auckland, Winston transferred to HMS St Vincent, a training establishment for officers of the Fleet Air
Arm located in Gosport. He then joined
the No.9 (Pilot) Advanced Flying Unit,
whose function was to instruct those
pilots who qualified in more favourable
flying conditions from across the world.
From there Winston moved to HMS
Jackdaw in Crail. Whilst the airfield itself was known as Royal Naval Air Station Crail, regulations determined that
its personnel should be commissioned
as a named ship’s company, hence HMS

The lone piper plays

LBTT
PAID
limited time

Take advantage of this great offer.

See terms and conditions at springfield.co.uk

only

Visit our sales office Thursday - Monday, 10am - 5:30pm
6 Acremoar Drive, Kinross, KY13 8RD · Tel. 01577 898604
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Sub Lieut Winston Vernon Stark

Jackdaw. During these seven years of
its operation, it was primarily used as a
training school for aircrew and maintenance personnel who manned torpedo
bomber reconnaissance aircraft in the
naval air squadrons that flew from aircraft carriers.
Tragically, Winston would never see
active service. He was piloting Hawker Hurricane V6786 on 7 March 1943
when it crashed into Loch Leven, an
accident caused by striking the water
whilst flying low. His lifeless body was
recovered and taken to Kinross Mortuary. Records reveal the aircraft was
shown as a ‘write-off’.
Although the MoD record states
the cause of this tragedy to be ‘unauthorised low flying’, there is no way of

knowing what really occurred in those
few fateful seconds. One of the important features of Winston’s training was
the ability to make the firm, pin-point
landings essential for carrier-based pilots. Winston’s body was found in the
area of St Serf’s Island – perhaps he had
been testing his skill, with the island as
his target. He enjoyed the exhilaration
of great speed, so was he flying low
over the loch, caught up in a few moments of excitement? Was wind-shear
a factor? Did the propeller suck water
into the engine? The records also show
he had completed only a few hours flying time in a Hurricane. Was inexperience a factor?
The telegraph to his mother Eliza
marked ‘urgent’ that heralded the horrific news was dated 9 March and understandably, Eliza’s grief took a great
physical toll. A war service gratuity application completed by Winston’s father
George comments that ‘shock caused
Mrs Stark to be semi-invalided awaiting shipping to visit her son’s grave.’
Mercifully, both parents were later able
to visit both Winston’s resting place at
Murie cemetery in Errol and also the
site of the accident in Loch Leven.
Winston was posthumously awarded the New Zealand War Service Medal
and is recognized at Auckland War Memorial Museum, Levin RSA (Returned
and Services Association) and the Cenotaph at Havelock North.
The day was marked by a memorial ceremony organised by Aero Space
Kinross. Despite the rain the poignant
ceremony on the banks of Loch Leven
was well attended and was introduced
by the Chairman of Aero Space Kinross, Alisdair Stewart; thereafter being
conducted by Rachel Cheer, who both
undertook the research and wrote the
memorial. Air Vice-Marshall Ross Patterson unveiled the plaque and there
were also a number of veterans in attendance to pay their respects.
Aero Space Kinross is grateful to the
Kinross-shire Fund for their assistance
with this project. The plaque is now on
public display on the Loch Leven Heritage Trail. The nearest parking point is at
Loch Leven Lodges, Findatie.
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Murder at the Vicar’s Bridge
Architect Matthew Pease on the admirable feat of engineering that was
the original Vicar’s Bridge - and of the dark deeds entwined in its history
FOR THE FISHERMEN AND WOMEN,
bird-watchers and lovers of the great
outdoors who know about it, there is a
lovely beauty spot on the River Devon
accessible down a short path, where
the river wraps around a sward of shingle often sunlit in the otherwise dark
woods. Here there are views downstream through a little gorge, where
dippers skim over the surface of the
water and in the summer the dragonflies hum.
It is not far from the modern Vicar’s
Bridge near Dollar, built in 1968 and
beside which they will have parked,
but few, as they pass along the path,
will look over the edge to notice the
remains of the forebear of this bridge
still clinging to the cliffs on either side
of the gorge.
If they look closely they will see that
the rock-cut shelves and the surviving
squared masonry sitting on them seem
to be in two halves, of slightly different heights and dimensions, built side
by side. The explanation is that before
about 1700 there were few carts in
Scotland and almost all traffic was on
foot, with any quantity of goods greater than a man could carry being loaded onto pack horses which didn’t need
much more than 6 feet of width, so
there was little incentive to build bridges any wider than that. In common with

face good foundations can usually
be found, so the choice of location
is limited to how far a single vault
can span, how far apart the river
sides are, and what will happen to
the spate waters that will inevitably
arrive in winter.

most old bridges as wheeled traffic became more common, the Vicar’s Bridge
was widened in about 1765. Then in
1876 its parapets were re-built incorporating a large stone inscribed with
the date of its original construction of
1538 and credit for its inception being
given to Thomas Forret, the good Vicar
of Dollar. This stone was rescued from
the wreck in the 1960s and is now built
into a small cairn just to the south of its
replacement.
The sheer faces of the near-vertical cliff faces on either side hint at the
astonishing act of daring that building
a bridge in the sixteenth century must
have been, with only the resources of
horse- and man-power, ropes, trees
and stones. To the early masonry bridge
builder there were two basic strategies
for tackling the problem:
Firstly, in the upper reaches of a
river where bedrock is near the sur-

At a gorge location such as this the
bedrock sides must be close enough
to allow for the throwing over of a
timber scaffold. But it is then necessary to construct a curved formwork
to hold the stones in place until an
arch is formed that can then take its
own weight and the bridge can be
completed.
As long as you build high enough
above the river surface spates will be
contained within the gorge, but anyone who has looked over the parapet
at Rumbling Bridge will be able to imagine the skill and bravery that must
have been required at the start of the
work.
Secondly, further downstream
where the river becomes wider and
can only be spanned by multiple
vaults, rivers tend to start meandering
through a flood plain filled with sand
and gravel, where it is expensive and
risky to build adequate foundations.
It is easier to build a robust bridge
where, by luck, there happens to
be some bedrock roughly at its centre-point, but which tends to happen
only where the river meanders to the
edge of the flood plain and touches
the solid valley sides. On the Devon
this happens at Sauchie (which is why
Sauchie Tower was built there – to
control the east-west traffic both along
the hillfoots and along the Sheardale
ridge) and at Tullibody, where the two
main arches had to be supplemented
by three flood arches to withstand
winter flows.
Vicar’s Bridge is the lowest of the
first type on the River Devon, but
it was not built quite high enough
above the river. The visible scouring
of the spates comes well above the
remaining foundations which every
year must have been steadily erod-
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ed and the mortar holding them together gradually washed out. By the
1950s it became unsafe and so it was
replaced with the modern concrete
and steel structure opened in 1968,
the ribbon being cut by Sir Robert
Stewart of Arndean who was then the
Lord Lieutenant of Kinross-shire. He
then drove across it in a black Bentley which the county council kept for
such occasions.
Less well known is that the bridge
is associated with three grisly deaths,
and that the first of these was that of
the good Vicar himself. This was at
the beginning of the Reformation and
Thomas Forret was in the vanguard of
those who sought to preach in a language the people could understand
and who could not see why priests
should not be married.
He was hauled up before his immediate boss the Bishop of Dunkeld
several times, who rebuked him, but
he went too far when he attended the
wedding of his friend the Vicar of Tullibody: The archbishops intervened, he
was found guilty of heresy and burned
at the stake at Edinburgh Castle on 28
February, 1540, becoming a martyr for
his cause.

MacEwan, who was returning to Alloa after a day’s deliveries along the
hillfoots carrying only his takings of
£5/10/- on the dark evening of 18
December, 1865. Having crossed the
bridge heading southwards he was
stopped 600 yards up the hill towards
Blairingone by an armed robber and
in the ensuing struggle he was fatally
shot.
The National Records of Scotland
hold an interesting plan prepared
for the purposes of the subsequent
court case and drawn by John Brown,
Professor of Drawing at Dollar Academy, which marks the tracks found
the next day by the police made
by the escaping murderer across

ploughed fields to the west, across
the river and leading to a culvert just
east of Dollar beneath which his gun
was found. An ex-potter, sometime
gamekeeper and vagrant Joseph Bell
was apprehended in Tillicoultry and
on being searched was found to be
carrying the exact sum of £5/10/-.
He was tried, found guilty and sentenced to death. Pleading his innocence to the last he was publicly
hanged at Perth Gaol on 22 May
1866. Special trains had to be laid on
to allow people from all over Scotland to be there, and the ensuing
public distaste at the macabre event
precipitated the ending of public
hangings. His was the last.

Need to check something in an old Newsletter?
Consult our electronic archive at

www.kinrossnewsletter.org

The second death was that of the
driver of a baker’s van, Alexander
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Kinross Raingardens
Challenge

•

Yes, after some months of hard work and dialogue, we can confirm Kinross-shire is to host a Raingardens Challenge! Led
by the Kinross-shire Civic Trust, the aim is to have 20 raingardens in Kinross-shire by 2020. We are following the simple
definition of a raingarden adopted by the Scottish Green Infrastructure Forum (www.sgif.org):

•

HOW YOU CAN
GET INVOLVED

A vegetated feature designed
to accept rainfall runoff
EARLIER ISSUES OF the Newsletter
have carried articles about the potential of using greenspace in our
town and villages to create pleasing
landscape features – espcially those
that can be used to drain rainfall
from roads, roofs and other impervious areas.

•
•

The objective is to add flowerbeds –
sometimes wildflower features, in other instances more like traditional garden planting with a wetland element –
to our built environment to soften the
harshness of a landscape often almost
devoid of plants.
The innovative aspect is the use of
the landscape features to accept rainfall runoff, contributing to managing
flood risks. If carefully designed, these
raingardens help manage the greater
rainfall intensity associated with climate change, as well as enhancing the
appearance of the area.
To manage the potentially scourSwale in late summer, Kinross

•
•
•

Cardiff raingarden – why not in Kinross too?

ing impact of rainfall draining off a
road for example, a complete cover
by plants is desirable (see the roadside grass-and-wildflowers swale taking runoff from the link road in West

Kinross for example). In smaller units,
stones and gravel can be used to mitigate the impact of surges in runoff into
the feature.
We have some grass swales (e.g.
West Kinross), but they can be improved in a few details. There are,
however, other types of features we
don’t yet have in Perth and Kinross,
but which are widely used in some
other parts of the world (e.g. the
USA, Australia – and now in Cardiff in
Wales).

If you have a regularly flooded car park at your
premises, contact us before going for conventional
reinstatement and see if there can be a raingarden
solution.
If a road gully is regularly failing near you, raise it
with the Council (and Councillors); ask if they would
consider a raingarden solution (no gully, remove a
section of kerb and allow direct surface flow into
the feature); Perth & Kinross Council details are in
the Newsletter.
We hope to be able to offer advice and some help
as the project gathers support.
In the interim, please don’t fail to let SEPA and Scottish Water know if you see, or are aware of, problems
with local flooding and sewage overflows from the
drainage system or treatment works in Kinross, Milnathort and Kinnesswood. The SEPA pollution hotline is 0800 807060. Floodline is 0345 988 1188; see
www.sepa.org.uk/contact/
For Scottish Water: www.scottishwater.co.uk/
en/Your-Home/Sewage-Pollution/Sewage-Pollution-Form
Or
www.scottishwater.co.uk/en/In-Your-Area/
Flooding-Information/Report-a-Flooding
To report a flooding incident which appears to be
contaminated with sewage: Call 0800 0778 778

Finally for this article, we wish to thank Hannah and the Kinross Newsletter team, SEPA, Scottish Water, Perth and Kinross Council, and Tayside Biodiversity Partnership, for their
support.
Brian J. D’Arcy,
for the Kinross-shire Civic Trust
Raingardens Challenge
b.darcy@btinternet.com
Chair and Secretary of Kinross-shire Civic Trust after meeting with
Scottish Water

The Kinross-shire Raingardens
Challenge is about encouraging Perth
and Kinross Council, local businesses,
and individuals to consider installing
raingardens or making modifications
to their drainage systems to create
improved rainwater management by
creating raingarden features.
We hope to have awards for participating businesses and households
and be able to celebrate success at
events in 2021, including rewarding efforts to manage existing features and
restore failed ones.
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Poet’s Corner

THIS MONTH’S POEM comes from Orla Beaton and was composed in response to the terrible rainfall we had last month. She writes:
This poem came to me today, feel free to pop it in the Newsletter if you feel
it appropriate. My heart goes out to all those struggling with flooded homes
but I have seen amazing kindness in the community.
The photograph is also from Orla, showing how much rain affected the loch.
If you’re an aspiring poet, send us your best work and let us share it with
our readers.
Email us at editor@kinrossnewsletter.org

Health & Wellbeing

The Loch Breathes
Like an in-breath
the loch swelled
It soaked the tree roots
and sunk the pier
It spread over the sands
and filled the sluice gates

News from the
Health Centre
Coronavirus in Kinross

Like an out-breath
we are left standing
On sodden planks
and insurance claims
Around mud-stained photos
and broken hearts

Covid 19
Restricted Appointments

Like an in-breath
they come
With offers of tea, warm fires
and kindness
With buckets, open arms
And knowing human eyes

LOCH LEVEN HEALTH CENTRE have restricted
appointments to those made by telephone only, and no
appointments can be booked in advance. Only acute
conditions are being dealt with, and long-term clinics such
as asthma or diabetes reviews have been cancelled until
further notice. Kinross residents are advised not to go to
the Health Centre to order or collect repeat medication.

Coronavirus Symptoms

Like an out-breath
We face
The uncertain unknown
We feel
The sorrow of dreams
We breathe in
The possibility of new ones
Orla Beaton

IF YOU HAVE A FEVER, cough or shortness of breath
please do not come to the GP practice. Phone us for
advice from home or call NHS 24 (111) immediately. To
get further information on what to do next if you have
developed any of the symptoms, please visit NHS Inform
website. Health Protection Scotland has published
guidance for patients who have been advised to stay at
home. There is also guidance for other members of the
household. These documents are available online.

Bowel Screening
BOWEL CANCER IS a major public health problem in Scotland.
The Scottish Bowel Screening Programme invites men and
women aged between 50 and 74 to take part in screening
every two years. Bowel screening aims to find cancer at an
early stage when treatment is likely to be more effective.
Bowel screening is the only screening programme where the
test is completed at home.

Key Facts
•

Scotland has a higher rate of bowel cancer than
most other countries in the Western world.

•

Bowel cancer is the third most common cancer
in Scotland. Around 4,000 people in Scotland get
bowel cancer every year.

•

From age 50 onwards the risk of bowel cancer is
higher.

•

Men are more likely to have a positive screening
test result.

•

Early diagnosis is key: 9 out of 10 people survive
bowel cancer if it’s found early.

•

You are 14 times more likely to survive bowel cancer
if it is found early

The simpler bowel screening test is likely to overcome a
process barrier for those who found the gFOBT test difficult
or unhygienic to complete.
NHS inform has all the bowel screening information for the
public. This includes information in audio format, British Sign
Language format and video format.
https://www.nhsinform.scot/bowelscreening

Easter Closing
Over the Easter period, Loch Leven Heath Centre will be
closed on the following dates:
Friday 10 April 2020		
Monday 13 April 2020

Closed
Closed

Out of Hours cover for evenings and weekends is provided by
NHS24 and the Fife Primary Care Emergency Service. They
will also be providing emergency cover on the above dates.
They can be contacted on 111. All calls will be recorded and
we would please ask patients to contact them only when a
medical emergency occurs which cannot wait until we reopen. Thank you.
We would ask all patients to make sure that they have
sufficient medication to last over the Easter period.
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Rowlands Pharmacy,
Kinross

Davidson’s Chemist,
Milnathort

Help your local community pharmacy by following these five
simple steps everyone can take to get the right support during the coronavirus outbreak:
Follow Government advice and do not visit a pharmacy if
you or anyone in your household has a temperature or a new
and continuous cough, even if it’s mild.
Plan ahead where possible. Pharmacies are working hard
to provide prescriptions, but try to order your next prescription seven days before it is due. This will help the pharmacist
deal with urgent requests and queries.
Put your contact details on your prescription so pharmacies can let you know when your medicines are ready to collect. This will reduce the amount of time you need to be in
the pharmacy. When you provide your contact details please
wait for the pharmacy to contact you and try not to ring the
pharmacy unless it’s urgent.
If you are self-isolating please ask family, friends or neighbours to arrange to pick up your medication for you, and if
you don’t have anyone who can collect your medicine, speak
to your community pharmacy for advice about how they can
help.
If you are well and able to visit the pharmacy yourself,
think about how you can help family, friends and neighbours who are self-isolating by collecting their medicines
on their behalf (you may need to take ID with you and you
will need to know the name and address of the person you
are collecting for).

As the pressures of the COVID-19 situation continue to
evolve, so do the arrangements for pharmacy services.
Across Scotland, pharmacies now have the option for reducing opening hours to help deal with the unprecedented initial impact we are seeing on providing prescription
medicines.
Consequently, as an interim arrangement from Friday
20 March many pharmacies within Davidsons Chemists will
have to open reduced hours from 10am to 1pm, and 2pm to
5pm on weekdays. Saturdays may also see pharmacies open
at 10am and close for lunch if open in the afternoon.
Our teams are working harder than ever to support you
with your medicines. This gives our already exhausted teams
time to work uninterrupted - dealing with the backlog of
work and fulfilling vital orders from our suppliers. That way
we can be better equipped to deal with the level of work we
are currently seeing. We thank you all for your understanding and ongoing messages of support for our teams.

KinrossKindness
Can you help Kinross Kindness raise £3000 to provide
essential products and services to support vulnerable
people in the Kinross community during the Covid-19?
Please donate to their JustGiving Crowdfunding Page:
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kinross-kindness-brokenotbroken?utm_id=2&utm_term=gVjryVP7D
Thanks for your support!
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Coronavirus in Kinross

Dealing with selfisolation sadness

Those who may have come into contact with the coronavirus
are being advised to self-isolate. For some, that might seem
like a lovely idea! Others will be filled with dread at the thought
of coping without seeing friends and worry about feeling as if
the walls are closing in. Human beings need connection.
Some of us will find self-isolating more difficult than others.
As the government rolls out new measures to control
the outbreak of coronavirus, there’s another epidemic at
play: loneliness. Limiting our social interaction will have a
considerable impact on our moods, and could give rise to
anxiety and depression. What can we do to help us adapt?

Take a break from the news

It can be tempting to constantly check the news during times
like this, but it might have a negative impact on your mental
health. Limit how often you look at or listen to the news.

Boost your immune system

Research on loneliness suggests that a lack of social
connections makes people more likely to suffer from physical
health issues. Try to improve your immune response, by
exercising and getting enough vitamins. Some psychologists
believe that listening to upbeat music or watching a movie
can boost your immune function.

Plan your day

Some of those who are self-isolating may have insomnia,
feelings of restlessness or sadness, or start to feel
demotivated. Write down how you want to spend your day.
Decide on your new routine and make sure you build in time
to do things you enjoy. Plan activities and set yourself some
goals to help keep you motivated.

that’s also fine. Listen to your body.

Learn something new

There are lots of free courses available online. Consider
goals you can achieve to use this time productively, such as
learning a new skill or reading about a new topic.

Read a book

There’s no better escapism than losing yourself in a good
book.

Do some exercise

Exercise can counteract the negative effects of confinement.
More generally, 20 minutes of exercise a day can also help lift
your mood via the release of endorphins, as well as reducing
feelings of tension. So it may be time to dust off that exercise
DVD or yoga manual.
Finally, it is important to remember that if you feel selfisolation is having a very negative impact on your mental
health, you should seek professional advice.

ENROLMENT FOR AGES 3-5 YEARS
NOW OPEN
Funded Places available from August 2020

OPEN EVERY DAY FOR

Maintain social contact

Breakfast, brunch, lunch, coffee, cake & afternoon tea

Share your worries and concerns. Phone a friend for a
chat, send an email or join in a discussion on social media.
Reaching out to a friend is better for your mental health than
a glass or two of wine!

Feel productive

Make a list of all those things you said you would do, but
never get round to. It could be sorting out your wardrobe,
doing some gardening, fixing things around your living space
etc. Tidying and sorting can also make you feel calmer and
more positive. If you want to rest and not be productive,

Kor Newhouse
Usui Ryoho Reiki Practitioner
Traditional Japanese reiki treatments offered by
Okuden qualified practitioner at Scotlandwell studio.
Come and enjoy Reiki’s holistic system for balancing,
healing and harmonising all aspects of your person.
E: kornewhouse@yahoo.co.uk M: 07739 462465
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www.fossoplay.org

enquiries@fossoplay.org

Get a glimpse of what it's like to live in Condé
Villas! Plus get promo terms and discounts
when you reserve a unit!

Tel: 07513 747 940

www.heavenscentcoffeeshop.co.uk
19 South Street, Milnathort, KY13 9XA | 01577 865577
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Community Council News
The Community Council News is based on draft minutes of local CC meetings. Full draft minutes are posted on local websites and notice
boards. Please note, the Community Council News is not a verbatim reproduction of CC minutes. Where there are two months’ worth of
reports, there will be a considerable amount of editing.

Due to the coronavirus, all Community
Council meetings are currently postponed.
Kinross Community Council
Kinross Community Council were due to meet on Tuesday 24
March but this meeting has now been postponed.

Milnathort And Orwell
Community Council
News from the March meeting

In attendance at the meeting held on Tuesday 10 March
were Community Councillors (Cllrs) C Williams (chairman); M
Thomson (vice chairman); E Rougvie (secretary); S Colebourn
(treasurer) and A McCrae; Cllrs M Barnacle and C Purves;
Brian Kenny, chairman of Kinross Colts; Alistair McLeod from
Greenspace and five members of the public. The meeting was
chaired by CCllr Thomson.
Core Paths Group: Alistair McLeod, of the PKC Ranger Service,
attended the meeting to express support for the newlyestablished core paths group in Milnathort. He said that there
were 17 such groups throughout Perth and Kinross, whose aims
were to maintain paths that would otherwise be neglected.
PKC can lend out equipment, provide training and offer taster
sessions, and it has a block insurance policy in place. Anyone
interested in finding out more about the new group can contact
CCllr McRae at andrew_mccrae89@yahoo.co.uk.
Football Pavilion: Brian Kenny of Kinross Colts provided an
update on the progress of the pavilion in Donaldson Park.
He said that although the project had taken longer than
anticipated, it would be complete by the middle of June. The
club was not actively promoting the pavilion as an events venue
at which alcohol would be available. The secretary wished it to
be minuted that the reason a representative had not responded
to an invitation to attend the February meeting was due to an
error on her part, and apologised accordingly.
Police matters: No police were in attendance but CCllr
Colebourn drew attention to police advice to dog owners to
ensure their pets are under control during the lambing season.

the log-in details for the existing one.
Venue for future meetings: Following complaints from some
members of the public that the acoustics in the Town Hall were
poor, it was agreed to ask about using the new football pavilion
until the issue is addressed.

Correspondence

Review of Adult Social Work and Social Care Contributions
Policy: PKC is consulting local people, groups, charities and
other relevant organisations on its proposals regarding the
policy. It was considered that it was important to contribute
and, following discussion, it was agreed that the secretary
would identify a suitable person to complete the survey on
behalf of the CC.
Email regarding Margaret Reid school bell: Mr Kevin Heneghan
spoke of an email regarding a request that the CC support plans
to have a cast made of the school bell from the Margaret Reid
Memorial School in Stirling Road, to be installed in the foyer of
the primary school. The CC agreed to support the project and
Mr Heneghan will now investigate further.
Notification of proposals to reduce speed limits: PKC submitted
a list of roads to the north of Milnathort where it’s proposed to
introduce 40mph speed limits as part of its green route scheme.
Temporary road closures: PKC provided a list of dates on which
part of Kinross High Street will be closed to accommodate the
farmers’ markets.
LEADER programme: The Rural Perth and Kinross LEADER
programme is joining forces with PKC’s community planning
team to provide training for volunteers who wish to develop a
Community Action Plan. Notes of interest from individuals and
groups who wish to participate can be sent to Lee Haxton at
lhaxton@pkc.gov.uk.

Planning Matters
Applications submitted
Extension to house and erection of a garage at Orwell House,
Manse Road (20/00292/FLL).
Alterations to Orwell House (20/00293/LBC).

New matters

David Drysdale Bequest: The treasurer reported that there was
still a proportion of the bequest remaining and suggested that
installing CCTV at the Town Hall, in conjunction with the Town
Hall Committee, would benefit the community, especially in
the light of recent incidents of anti-social behaviour. Following
discussion, it was agreed to investigate this further and include
it on the agenda for the April meeting.
Co-opted members and associate members: The CC has until
May to co-opt new members and, following discussion, it was
agreed that the secretary would submit a separate piece to the
Newsletter inviting people to come forward. Members of the
public can also ask to become associate members, whereby
they would take on a particular role or project on behalf of the
CC.
Website: CCllr Colebourn reported that work was under way to
create a new website as there had been difficulties acquiring
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Comments from the floor

Anti-social behaviour: A member of the public who lives in the
centre of the village reported that youths had been running
through her garden, damaging property and kicking her door.
The CC acknowledged that the local police had a vast area to
cover and were thus over-stretched; however it was important
to report every incident as it would add weight to their case
for more resources. Cllr Barnacle commented that at the recent
drop-in sessions held by the police, anti-social behaviour had
emerged as the main concern. Following further discussion,
the CC agreed to support Cllr Barnacle’s plan to arrange a
‘round table’ meeting between the local police, Kinross CC and
Milnathort CC.

Councillors’ reports

Cllr Purves: Referring to the PKC budget, which will increase
council tax by 4.28%, Cllr Purves said he had put forward his own
budget which was seconded by Cllr Barnacle: His budget did not
include a council tax rise and would result in £10 million in extra
expenditure, some of which would benefit Kinross-shire. He
knew that it wouldn’t be passed, but wanted to make the point
that there was still considerable waste within the Council.
Cllr Barnacle: Advised that he has written a piece for this
Newsletter regarding his concerns about a general lack of
interest by the major political parties in issues affecting Kinrossshire. (See p20.)
Transport: As a result of the community transport questionnaire
distributed in 2019, Cllr Barnacle said that a Kinross-shire group
had been set up to establish a bus service to serve rural areas.
CCllr Williams will attend future meetings.
Development: Cllr Barnacle expressed support for Cllr Willie
Robertson, who has written to PKC’s head of forward planning,
Peter Marshall, with concerns about the pace of development
in Kinross-shire. He too has written to Peter Marshall and has
forwarded him a Times article about building on flood plains. He
has also requested a meeting with PKC’s chief executive, which
she has agreed to.
The next meeting of Milnathort and Orwell Community Council,
due to be held on Thursday April 9 2020, in Milnathort Town
Hall, has now been cancelled in line with official guidelines.
Milnathort and Orwell Community Council has made great
progress since it came close to folding last year due to lack of
members. We now have five elected community councillors,
but there are eight places and we’d love to hear from anyone
with an interest in local matters who’d like to consider being
co-opted. Please contact the secretary at lizmocc@gmail.com
if you’re interested!

Fossoway and District CC
News from the March Meeting

Present at the meeting held on 3 March 2020 were Community
Cllrs (Cllrs) S Bruce-Jones, C Farquhar, C Haigh, M Haigh, G Pye
(chair) and R Young; Cllr M Barnacle and 9 members of the
public (MoP).
Apologies were received from CCllrs A Cheape and T Duffy; Cllrs
C Purves, W Robertson and R Watters.

Police Report

At the request of local residents, the CC had asked Sgt Burns to
look into a problem with mud on the road at Easter Muirhead
Stables, but there has been no response as yet. A MoP
reported that the rolls had been stolen from outside the Crook
of Devon shop again.

Matters Arising

Rumbling Bridge Gorge Bridge: CCllr M Haigh reported that
there was a site meeting on 15 February at the proposed
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bridge site, attended by George Lawrie, Cllr Barnacle and CCllrs
M Haigh and Duffy. The location will be the same as old bridge
– which may mean that planning permission is not required,
but Mr Lawrie suggested that it would be safer to apply again.
The bridge is designed to give one metre clearance above
flood level. Landowners are to be consulted. Involvement of
the Army reservists is delayed, but would probably halve the
cost so worth waiting until they are available. Phase one of
construction will be to lay foundations in the river bed, along
with removal of branches needed to make room. The plan
also includes the construction of a small car park at Rumbling
Bridge end of site with picnic tables etc.
There will be disabled access from Naemoor road side, but there
are steps on other side, which needs to be addressed if possible.
Cllr Barnacle has spoken to PKC’s Community Greenspace Team
to see if a ramp could be constructed, but it could be difficult
and hence expensive.
Hopefully PKC would be responsible for ongoing maintenance
if an up-front payment was made (perhaps 1% of the scheme’s
construction cost.)
MoPs asked if the design takes account of the currently
very high water levels, and they were assured that recent
measurements had been taken and the proposed clearance is
more than adequate.
Hydro Scheme Fund: A grant has been made to the Tennis Club.
MoP noted that the WRI are looking for funding to provide
a defibrillator and wondered if this was something that the
fund would cover. There is a meeting of the WRI on 16 March
to discuss funding, which CCllr Farquhar will attend. CCllr Pye
suggested that SSE also have funds for this type of scheme.
Crook & Drum Growing Together: CCllr Duffy reported that
the Crook of Devon area will be judged for the Well Kept Village
competition on 16 March. The scheme to provide residents
on the A977 with free hanging baskets or tubs is now open.
Contact Louise Gardiner on 01577 840638 or feonix@hotmail.
co.uk before the end of March with your details. There are also
details on the CC’s and Facebook page.
Powmill in Bloom: CCllr Farquhar reported that in view of the
inclement weather, the group have asked for the Well Kept
Village judging to be postponed until the end of the month.
A MoP asked why the judging was done in the winter – it’s
to make it fairer for villages who can’t afford large displays of
flowers, but rather so that the whole look of the village should
be what’s judged.
A977 Mitigation: Cllr Barnacle reported on the responses from
PKC to various issues – Speed limit countdown signs will be
installed on the east side of Powmill during the next phase of the
A977 mitigation; Resurfacing of the A977 between Fossoway
Garage and the pedestrian crossing is scheduled for 2 June this
year, with the School Road Junction traffic signal works being
carried out in May; The design of new village nameplates has
been circulated for comment and they will be installed, along
with countdown markers, in the new financial year; The B9097
junction realignment is more complicated than first thought
and is now being redesigned, with the aim of carrying out the
works early in the new financial year.
Vegetation on Aldie Road: Cllr Barnacle had previously asked
for the ditches to be cleared, PKC have agreed to put this on the
cleaning programme for April/May this year.
Bank of Scotland Kinross Branch Closure: This CC strongly opposes
the proposed closure of the Bank of Scotland branch in Kinross,
proposed to take place this summer. John Nicolson, MP for Ochil
and South Perthshire, met with Benedict Brogan from the Bank in
February to express his concern. The CC have posted Mr Brogan’s
letter in response to the meeting on its Facebook Page.
David Siddle, adviser to Liz Smith MSP, has organised a meeting
on 9 March at LLCC with representatives from the Bank,

business leaders in Kinross and local councillors. This CC will
send representatives to the meeting.
Cllrs Barnacle and Watters are preparing a letter to Roseanna
Cunningham (MSP) suggesting that there should be at least one
branch in every town – this is a government issue; they have
also raised the issue with PKC’s Chief Exec. It was agreed by all
that the FCA should get involved as banks are letting down local
businesses. All those concerned are encouraged to write to
their MP and MSP.
A MoP pointed out that there has been no consultation with
people in other areas who use the Kinross branch, but don’t
live in Kinross – this is not engagement with the community
or local businesses! Another MoP added that there has been
an increase in robberies as businesses can’t deposit their cash.
CCllr Farquhar emphasised that disabled people are especially
disadvantaged by the loss of branches. CCllr M Haigh wondered
whether the DRT scheme could be extended to take people in
the east of the area to Dunfermline in the event of the Kinross
branch closing.
Fossoway Area Transport/DRT: Cllr Barnacle hasn’t yet called a
local meeting as he’s waiting for the PKC budget discussions to
conclude, with the hope that they will include funding. Most of
the CCs now have a nominated representative on the Forum.
CCllr Farquhar commented that the DRT is very good when it
works, but as it is currently only operated by one person it can
be difficult to make bookings.
Fossoway Gathering: At the last meeting of the Gathering
Organisation Committee a constitution was formally accepted
and office bearers elected, meaning that the Gathering
Committee are now completely separated from this CC.
Crook Moss Travellers Site: Cllr Barnacle said that the drainage
connection work is supposed to be done this month; he’ll be
contacting the contractor to try and ensure there are no hold
ups. There is a new Police Inspector for this area; Cllr Barnacle
is trying to contact him about Crook Moss. CCllr Farquhar added
that the condition of the paddock area is deteriorating possibly
because the McGregors are not living on site.
Blairingone War Memorial: The Listed Building application
(19/01944/LBC) has been approved. Cllr Barnacle has spoken
to Neil Kinnell of Profile Projects and they’re keen to proceed
with moving the Memorial, although they are not clear about
who is going to own the project. The CC are not allowed to be
responsible for this sort of thing. Cllr Barnacle will speak to the
stone mason.
Coulshill Forestry Development: There will be public meetings
to present planting proposals on 4 March at the Coronation
Hall, Muckhart, and on 5 March at the Kirkstyle Inn, Dunning,
both from 2pm to 7pm. The CC had previously published
this information on its Facebook page. The CC notes that it is
impressed with the developer’s communication.
Ivy Cottage Powmill: Cllr Barnacle will contact PKC to see what’s
happening about the Compulsory Purchase Order, which has
been agreed as the way forward for this site.

Portmoak CC minutes can be viewed:
• on the notice board in the village hall
• in a file in Kinnesswood Village Shop
• on the website www.portmoak.org
In order to help the CC’s performance at the review of the
Kinross Branch Bank Closure meeting described above, it was
suggested that it would be useful to recruit an Associate member
with appropriate public policy and commercial experience.
Consequently CCllr Pye proposed that Nicola Marchant be
offered the post. This was supported unanimously by the other
CC members present.

P&K Councillors’ Reports

Mike Barnacle: Drummond Park adoption can proceed as PKC
have inspected the gullies and they are clear. PKC’s Andy Brown
needs to confirm the final cost of the adoption to Cllr Barnacle
who will then write to the residents. A MoP asked if there was
a requirement for a turning head at the end of the road before
it could be adopted – Cllr Barnacle answered that there is no
room next to the two entrances at the end to construct one, but
the Engineer has never raised the lack of a turning point, but will
check. Currently the bin lorry reverses in.
A MoP asked whether PKC have any plans for supporting rural
residents in the event of self-isolation due to Coronavirus.
Cllr Barnacle has discussed Planning issues with the Member
Officer working Group, details are in the Newsletter.
Later this month, Cllr Barnacle has a meeting with PKC’s Chief
Exec – items to be discussed include a Pilot of a Devolved Area
Committee for Kinross-shire; the lack of a policy about loss
of facilities (including banks) in rural areas; and the omission
of Devon Gorge and the Cleish Hill from the Supplementary
Guidance on Landscape.
As part of the budget discussions, it’s proposed that the School
Crossing Patrol in Crook of Devon would end, however Cllr
Barnacle is hoping to reject that budget proposal, but in any
case there should be a policy to only remove patrols when a
20mph limit has been imposed in the area first.

Planning Matters

20/00085/FLL Change of use of land to form extension to
garden ground, erection of a garage/store including ancillary
accommodation, alterations and extension to garage/store
including ancillary accommodation, erection of retaining
wall, stone wall, fence, formation of a pond, hardstanding
and associated works at Craigend House, Powmill, Kinross.
Application discussed by email prior to the meeting, no CC
comment.
20/00127/FLL Demolition of bothy and erection of dwelling
house and garage at land 20 metres south-west of Craighead

New Business

Fossoway Tennis Club: The Club are hoping to place advertising
banners around their courts to raise much needed funds.
However this would need a planning application which would
impact the overall profit from the scheme. The club approached
the CC to see if they could make the application instead, which
was agreed to go ahead, thereby halving the fee.

Community Council Business

Sports Hub: There has not been a physical meeting this month,
but CCllr Farquhar is keeping abreast of proceedings.
Kinross-shire Fund: CCllr Cheape sent a report that one award,
to Kinross Agricultural Society, was made at the last meeting of
the fund.
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Bungalow, Drum, no CC comment.
20/00150/FLL Extension to dwelling house at Burnside, Vicar’s
Bridge Road, Blairingone, Dollar, no CC comment.
20/00192/FLL Alterations and extension to dwelling house at
The Lodge, Blairhill, Rumbling Bridge, no CC comment.

asked had the option of single lane traffic and traffic lights up
to the church been considered? This was not one of the options
initially considered. At present the CC intend to move forward
with the two options. The Cllrs agreed they should be happy to
take proposals forward to PKC.

Decided Applications
19/01944/LBC Relocation of war memorial and associated
works Blairingone Church, Main Street, Blairingone. Approved
– the CC supported the application.
19/01141/FLL Alterations and extension to dwelling house,
Fossoway Schoolhouse, Crook of Devon. Approved, no CC
comment.
19/02066/FLL Erection of a dwelling house (plot 1) Land 30
metres south of Crook of Devon House, Main Street, Crook of
Devon. Approved, no CC comment.
20/00073/IPL Renewal of permission 17/00029/IPL (Erection
of a dwelling house (in principle)) Land 50 metres north of
Craighead House, Drum. Approved, no CC comment.
20/00074/IPL Renewal of permission 17/00947/IPL (Erection of
a dwelling house (in principle)) Land 60 metres north-west of
Craighead House, Drum. Approved, no CC comment.

Portmoak Cemetery

Pending Applications
19/01539/FLL Erection of four dwelling houses at Land 30
metres south of Easter Muirhead Bothy, Blairingone. The CC
had objected to this application, and the planning department
responded to our objection. It appears that the water supply
to this development, and nearby properties, is provided
by Scottish Water, but via a private pipe which has not been
adopted. Although Scottish Water did not comment on this
application they did express concern in their response to the
original application (08/02561/FUL) that there could be an issue
with water pressure that would need to be addressed as part of
this development.
The next meeting of Fossoway and District Council, due to be
held on Tuesday, 7 April 2020 in Powmill Moubray Hall, has
been cancelled in line with official guidelines.

Portmoak Community Council
News from the March Meeting

Present at the meeting held on 10 March 2020 were Community
Councillors (CCllrs) CCllrs Cox, (Chairman); D Morris (Vice Chair);
S McGregor (Secretary); A Cragoe (Treasurer); S Forde; and Cllrs
R Watters, M Barnacle, C Purves, and 20 members of the public.
Apologies were received from Cllr Willie Robertson. It was
noted that Cllr Robertson had recently been in hospital for an
operation and best wishes were extended for his continuing
recovery.

Co-option of new members

New members need to be ratified by PKC. Papers not signed at
CC meeting. Dispensation from PKC to allow Portmoak CC to coopt extra members within the 6-month initial period.
Ann Davidson: proposed: Susan Forde 		
seconded: Ann Cragoe
Graham Smith: proposed: Dave Morris		
seconded: Susan Forde

Matters Arising:

Footpath from Scotlandwell to the Church, Hall and beyond.
The Chairman raised a verbal proposal. Two options have been
narrowed down for the path link. If everyone is agreeable the
CC will represent options to PKC for scoping a feasibility study:
South side of road: from Scotlandwell to Church with crossing
at church.
North side of road: from Scotlandwell to Church
The Chairman invited views from the community: a resident
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PKC have been looking for a larger site for a new centralised
cemetery for the Kinross and Milnathort area, this would not be
in Portmoak but would possibly be easier to maintain. The CC had
approached Will Greg, Senior Bereavement Officer to discuss
the land adjacent to the cemetery. If the land could be acquired
by compulsory purchase, if necessary, then the infrastructure
is there already. The criteria is to have land sufficient to cope
with burials for up to 20 years. However, if there are successful
digs and tests at other locations then another location may be
available sooner.
The CC commented that they would prefer to see a cemetery
extension which would be relatively simple as there is land
adjacent to the existing cemetery. Council can use compulsory
purchase powers. Failing that, it was noted that, if Scotlandwell
could set up a Development Trust, then they could possibly use
new powers available under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act
2016 (section 5) to purchase land for a cemetery extension.
The CC have had informal discussion with local people; there
are strong feelings against a centralised cemetery and there is
a strong desire to have a path on the south side to connect to
the cemetery. If both path options (north and south sides) are
pushed forward it requires a short section of path to extend to
the cemetery. It was noted that PKC were unlikely to attach the
highest priority to funding a crossing point with stop/go lights
by the church. A crossing point might be better in the centre of
S-Well, which then connected to a short path up to cemetery on
the south side. If the main link between the villages was a path
on the north-side it should be possible to achieve this without
intruding onto farmland adjacent to the wooded embankment.
Comments were invited from the public on the two new
potential cemetery locations within Portmoak: 1. Extension of
existing Cemetery 2. On land south of road between Easter &
Wester Balgedie
Cllr Barnacle said Cllrs have a common policy that we prefer
local cemeteries to be extended rather than centralised.

Rural Transport

Cllr Barnacle explained his main objective is to establish the
Kinross-shire group. Main reason for delay is that Milnathort
does not have a rep. Cllr Barnacle will attend Milnathort CC
meeting and try to ask them to put forward a representative
and then call another meeting. The point of group is to establish
a small local service that complements other services. The CC
commented that the services do require integration. Members
ADVANCED DENTURE
COMPANY Ltd.
For DENTURES & DENTURE REPAIRS
A wide range is available; from basic quality, to high
quality COSMETIC DENTURES.
All produced in close consultation with the
skilled technical craftsman.
NO REGISTRATION
NO LONG WAITING LISTS
A.D.C. MOUTHGUARDS
Sports mouth guards
Night protectors for tooth grinders,
can also be used to cure certain types of
tension headaches.
Ian Mackay 01577 864751
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of the public commented that the bus timings are not good in
Kinross; there is not enough time to do basic errands between
the buses, or there are hours and hours stranded in Kinross.
Also, that the morning 201 time has changed and now gets to
Milnathort after X56 for Perth departs. Another person pointed
out that also young people need access to training and courses
etc. and perhaps it would be useful to work with schools for
input in that area. Fewer buses mean extra cars on the road. Cllr
C Purves agreed one deficiency was the approach letter had not
been taken up by younger people. The High School had been
asked for representation.

Loch Leven Water Quality

The Chairman commented that the phosphate level is very high
at present. Cllr W Robertson was leading this and proposing an
embargo on building in the local area.
Cllr R Watters explained there was telemetry added at the sewage
works in Kinross and he has been trying to get hold of figures. The
big questions are around when mixed sewage and road drains
overflow at the sewage works into the water courses as this has an
effect on the phosphates. In the last survey (approx two years ago)
the largest concentrations were coming out of the South Quaich.
In 2019 there was a blue green algae bloom. In May-June 2019
there was very good clarity in the water. Scientists are monitoring
the situation and it will be interesting to see what happens in 2020
following the stormy weather. People who work on the loch say the
clarity is very good and fish levels are high. However, it would be
good to see the drains separated so sewage and rain water were
not going in to the same conduits, but in old drain systems this is
difficult to ascertain.
Cllr Barnacle had made a couple of points in The Newsletter
last month. One thing highlighted was items for discussion on
working group Environment policy 7 which covers Loch Leven.
On Cllr W Robertson’s point on phasing we should be looking at
that to see the cumulative effect of housing.
The CC commented that there were areas that were land with
grass and are now tarmacked with all the building, there is no
mitigation for covering land with houses and tarmac and what
happens to the run off?
A local resident commented: how often is the water
monitored? Cllr Watters commented the hydrological centre in
Edinburgh pay for daily tests for algae bloom and phosphates
at different places around the loch. The hydrology data may
be available weekly and the science is the key to what is
happening locally. The loch is very heavily monitored. Another
resident commented that any house built has to have a SEPA
assessment. It should be simple to ask for a SEPA assessment.
Another member of the public countered that Hydrology had
previous told Cllr Robertson they hadn’t done monitoring for
a long while. SEPA sent a huge spreadsheet that was difficult
to read. They take samples regularly at outfall of loch, but not
anywhere else. Spreadsheets were sent to Dalkeith Hydrology
but no response yet. Scottish Water should be monitoring but
they had also replied with a spreadsheet. The question is that
in extreme overflow situations there is a lot of sewage going
into the loch. That all said, SEPA’s spreadsheet also stated they
were not certain the info. was accurate. A member of the public
commented that the loch has been absorbing phosphates for
years from housing, agriculture and the Mill in Kinross. If the
sewage system is broken there is a problem that needs dealt
with immediately.

Balgedie Toll VAS.

Despite the CC requesting the Wester Balgedie VAS signs and
receiving confirmation from PKC that they had been added to
budget request list, Cllr Purves confirmed that the request had
not in fact been on the list. Cllr Purves has now requested VAS
signs and they are confirmed on PKC list. All financial budget
has been allocated. There is no further allocation for VAS signs.
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Potential in June budget that more money could be allocated
and signs progressed. Cllr Purves said there is a forthcoming
meeting for road safety projects regarding measuring ranking,
to see what the allocation is. This will become available on-line
for transparency. And the Heart200 will be considered as an
additional road safety concern. Question also on A911 re: side
gulley creation. PKC are in discussions about moving drains to
the side where 80% of the ironwork is on the road.

Kinnesswood Road Safety Action

20MPH speed limit: trial has now started. The signs have been
changed. VAS signs have been switched off pending re-setting
from 30 to 20 mph. Speed surveys will be repeated.
The Chairman opened the discussion up to public. Any other
ways to introduce road safety in Kinnesswood? e.g. build outs
or traffic calming. A member of the public raised concerns
that for the school children waiting for the high school bus the
space to queue up is really narrow and congested (with people).
Was there any way to create a better space for them? The CC
commented that a pull-off for the buses is part of what the
CC were trying to secure. Now that the shop is continuing to
be run in-situ, for the time being, the issues associated with
closure seem to be less pressing. The issue of road safety in
the village continues: an incident had been witnessed outside
Kinnesswood shop with two vans approaching at speed in
opposite directions, one van mounted the pavement but still
collided with the other van, with the wing mirrors smashing
together. A temporary solution is required to be put in place
the day that the shop closes and moves to the opposite side on
the road, into the garage, before a permanent solution is put in
place in due course.

Local Report

The Chairman commented that there seems to have been
an increase in the amount of local crime. Also that reporting
was occasionally inaccurate. The Secretary commented that in
correspondence with Police Command this week, suggested
there had been a change of local Police Representative.

Planning

New applications:
Forestry proposal, Stevens Field: application: comment until
18/03/20. www.scottishwoodlands.co.uk/public-consultations/
The password is: pTr3mulu515 (it is case sensitive.)
A consultation request had been received from Scottish
Woodlands regarding a forestry creation scheme at Stephens
Field in Kinnesswood. on behalf the landowners, A&J Stephen.
The scheme is to plant about 6 hectares of woodland, covering
most of Stephens Field, excluding the area on which A&J
Stephens have previously applied to build a house. Purpose of
the woodland to enhance biodiversity, lock in carbon, provide
commercial woodland, improve landscape and enhance public
access.
The CC have prepared a draft response which was outlined to the
attending public: the draft comments how important Stephens
Field is to the community, and there have been previous
efforts to bring the whole of Stephens Field into community
ownership, this being a planning requirement attached to the
final phase of the Whitecraigs housing development.. This is
an area of ground which is expected to be of interest to KDT.
This is a forestry consultation, not a planning application, but
also subject to local community consultation under forestry
regulations and grant aid requirements. The CC are not opposed
to some planting of trees in Stephens Field, over a long period
of time, in low density and preserving views. But there are other
sites around the area that could be better for woodland creation
and fast growing species. The CC would be opposed to planting
in ways that would obscure views from Michael Bruce Way, a
Core Path. Views would be obscured by growing of sitka spruce
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and other species. Further the plans outline extensive gorse
removal proposed. The Path Networks are likely to be extended
by the community in future and existing plans do not show the
full extent of the existing network or future possibilities.
Comments from the public included the unanimous view
that commercial woodland development, involving dense
planting, closed canopy forest and timber extraction, was not
appropriate in such a location where amenity values were so
important. There was support for a KDT purchase of the whole
site. Mention was made of the value of non-wooded habitats
on the site and the need to maintain its ‘open’ character. Views
varied as to whether no future planting should take place or if
some ‘light touch’ planting should be permitted. There was no
objection to future dialogue with Scottish Woodlands about the
project proving they accepted that any forestry scheme in this
location had to meet the local community requirements.
There was some comment about the exclusion of the area of
Stephen’s Field that had previously been subject to repeated
but unsuccessful efforts by A&J Stephen to secure planning
approval for a house construction in this area. It was explained
that the proposed forestry scheme was not expected to have
any bearing on such efforts as existing policy in regard to
settlement boundaries in LDP2 precluded such development.
So any forestry scheme was unlikely to improve the likelihood of
A&J Stephen gaining such a planning approval in the foreseeable
future.
The Chairman indicated that the PCC submission to Scottish
Woodlands would take into account the substantive discussion
that had just taken place and thanked those present for their
many contributions. In response to a further question he
explained that individual comment to Scottish Woodlands
could also be made and contact details would be included in
the minutes.
20/00189/IPL Erection of a dwellinghouse (in principle). Land
30 Metres West Of West Brackley Farm Cottage Kinross. The CC
agreed the plans did not look contentious. Local people have
not objected. No CC comment.
20/00231/FLL Demolition of agricultural buildings, erection
of two dwellinghouses, a garage and change of use and
extension to agricultural building and land to form ancillary
accommodation and associated works. Land 50 Metres West Of
Wester Bowhouse Leslie.
The applicants attended the CC meeting to discuss the
application which appears to meet the criteria for building in
the countryside. They plan to build a passive house, barnstyle
vernacular which is in-keeping with existing building. Original
objection to planning at the site was that the building was too
intensive, so now only 2 new houses are proposed. Old sheds
are made up of a stone building. Sheds are collapsing at present.
It is a use for redundant non-domestic building.
The Chairman invited comment. A local resident commented
that they did not object, but there is longer history regarding
planning at this particular site: In 2008 the planning
permission given to build 3 houses in place of another farm
building. The site is on the most dangerous place on the A911.
The neighbours complained bitterly about the number of car
accidents at the corner. In 2008 the planners did recognise
the problem and the condition of granting permission to
development was that a pick-up and drop-off (especially for
public buses) be created on both sides of road; this was never
constructed and PKC carried out no enforcement action. There
is an opportunity with this application to rectify this issue.
Maybe not on both sides, for eastbound traffic there is plenty
room, but the westbound traffic there is a need for a space.
The resident congratulated the applicants on keeping the old
building. The applicants pointed out that there is a drop-off
space created and provision on the drawing for this of approx.
11m. The access is farther along the existing exit so is further
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away from the blind dip and corner. Cllr D Morris commented
that any new development of this type should accommodate
space for walking or cycling and would be keen to modify
the ground in front of house to show a cycle / walking route
along the frontage but separated from the road. The Chairman
applauded the applicants’ engagement with the community
as very laudable. The design looks good, but the road is not
safe. M Barnacle has been requesting 40mph signs. In terms of
the application itself there is no tangible reasons for concern
about the building design. The one issue was the road safety:
a ribbon development with access near a known danger spot.
The CC will comment accordingly.
20/00154/FLL Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse,
erection of a replacement garage and installation of a flue.
Benarty Wester Balgedie Kinross. There were no comments
from W Balgedie residents. The CC did not comment.

Progress with Developments:

Westfield Community Liaison Committee: update on public
availability of minutes of the Westfield Liaison Group meetings.
Cllr D Morris, on behalf of the CC, had attended the Liaison
meeting on 28 Feb and had organised some additional
meetings to plan the potential off road walking/cycling route
between Westfield and Ballingry and the vicinity of the
M90. The Chairman of Liaison Committee, Malcolm Strang
Steel, was also in attendance at this CC meeting. Brockwell
& Hargreaves have agreed to fund a feasibility study for an
off-road walking-cycling route and this is being progressed
in discussion with George Lawrie. The minutes from the
Westfield Community Liaison meetings appear on our CC
website and Hargreaves are considering using the Kinross
Newsletter to put out additional info. The Liaison Committee
meetings are not open to the public, but any queries from
individual citizens can be raised directly with Hargreaves
direct. Any outstanding problems can be raised with the CC.
Earlier in the day there had been a site visit to Earlsgate at
Grangemouth where the new Brockwell/Hargreaves Energy
from Waste facility is under construction. This provided
a good insight into the issues that will arise with a big
construction site at Westfield.
Comments from local residents included that it looks like it will
be late in 2020 that work starts. Just before Christmas one of the
subcontractors of Brockwell energy went into liquidation, they
are now planning to use a different contractor for Westfield.
Instead of starting Apr/May, will probably now start Aug/Sep.
Solar panels are still being looked at. Another resident asked if
with oil price and market conditions this might have a bearing
on the business case of the site. At Grangemouth site they have
commercial customers who can use the electricity and steam.
What they haven’t got at Westfield yet is customers onsite who
will require the heat and electrical energy potentially available
from the EfW facility.

Roads

Resident’s email to secretary re: additional yellow & black
warning strips on bridge.
The CC agreed that this was an idea worth following up to avoid
further damage and cost and also to ask whether a ‘one way
priority’ arrangement could be put in place at this location.

Paths Group:

Paths are very wet so progress has been slowed. A member
of the Paths’ group in attendance commented that the paths
group would welcome more volunteers, lot of track to cover
and not enough people. Cattle have churned up the path.

Treasurer’s report

Michael Bruce Way: Balance £2021.48
General Account: Balance £695.80
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL ELECTION TIMETABLE
THURSDAY 21 MAY 2020
Thursday 2 April 2020

Notice of Election
Close of nominations and submission of 50
word statement to support nomination

By 4pm

Thursday 30 April 2020

If there are less than 50% of nominations for
the whole community council area received
by close of nominations, the Returning
Officer shall extend the period for receipt of
nominations by 10 days

By 4pm

Monday 11 May 2020

In the event of more nominations than
vacancies being received publish Statement of
Persons Nominated and Notice of Poll

Friday 1 May 2020

DATE OF ELECTION

THURSDAY 21 MAY 2020

Counting of votes cast (if more nominations
than vacancies)
Matters raised from the floor

Scotlandwell drainage: Cllr S Forde commented there are
several problems: 1. immediately opposite Friar Place, either
a fountain or a puddle over the road, going into the drain
and into the SUDS. SEPA, PKC and Scottish Water have been
contacted. 2. At junction of Leslie Road there is a hydrant which
is also running. No one knows where water is coming from. The
pressure is steady and continual. Two ciphers near pub have
been cleared. It is an old problem. The answer appears to be to
clear the drain down Moss Road to the sewage treatment plant.
The CC commented that this is not a new issue. Scottish Water
say water is not chlorinated so is not mains. Residents are being
fobbed off.
Superfast broadband voucher scheme: Cllr Purves: the R10
has now been signed so greater clarity and vouchers 30mbs.
UK government scheme means whole of Kinross-shire is now
eligible. Not certain which houses fall into which category. If
anyone being done before 2021, up to 2023 will be able to be
assisted with upgrade to full fibre.
Fly-tipping at Lomond Inn site. The CC and Cllrs commented
this is the responsibility of the site owner who should put up a
sign. Where ownership of land is difficult to prove the council
can be requested to remove rubbish.

Friday 22 May 2020
should tell banking centre there should be one banking facility.
Banks do not communicate with each other. A local resident
commented that the Post Office facility in Kinross appears to
be overwhelmed with the additional work. Cllr Watters said
the Scottish Affairs Committee recommended that banks could
have got together and create a hub in Kinross to save 75% of
costs each. But closures have now been announced so that
option is uncertain.
Community Resilience Planning: The CC requested that the
community consider those who might be affected: the elderly
or lonely, cut-off by illness or paranoia and assist where possible.

AOCB

Town Twinning: Some of the people coming to stay are now the
grandchildren of people who came originally. This year is the
year off. Other years are time about.
The next meeting of Portmoak Community Council, due to be
held on Tuesday 14 April 2020 at Portmoak Village Hall, has
now been cancelled in line with official guidelines.

Kinross CC minutes and agendas are posted online at:
www.kinross.cc/cc.htm

Bank of Scotland closure. Liz Smith MSP meeting on Mon 9

Mar. No Portmoak CC attendance.
Cllr Purves attended the meeting which was constructive,
but closure is certain. The bank felt if customers could get to
Kinross, they could get to Perth or Dunfermline, but the bank
may not have been cognisant of the local public transport issues
for some residents. This links to the issue of local transport.
There was discussion on how to manage transition to digital
banking. The CC commented that there are certain banking
issues that need face-to-face contact, mobile banks are not
ideal for private discussion. Cllrs don’t think the response from
the bank is good enough and have drafted a letter to this effect.
Bank closures are a wider problem. There needs to be a banking
facility in Kinross-shire. Parliamentarians should step up to the
plate. Local MPs and MSPs are on the case and the government
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You can also follow Kinross CC on Facebook at:
www.Facebook.com/KinrossCC

•
•
•
•
•

Find Milnathort CC minutes, agenda
and other information at:
www.milnathortcommunitycouncil.org
www.facebook.com/milnathortcommunitycouncil
twitter.com/milnathort_cc
Loch Leven Community Library
Milnathort Church Office
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Kinross-shire U3A
u3asites.org.uk/Kinross
Our speaker in March was Neil Mitchell
who has been the reserve manager for Scottish National
Heritage at Loch Leven for the last 11 years.
An environmental scientist, Neil has experience of working
on a broad spectrum of conservation sites across the British
Isles. His specialist ornithological work as a warden on the
sites of St Kilda and Montrose Basin prepared him well for
undertaking the management of Loch Leven.
Neil’s work involves maintaining the water quality of the
loch, overseeing and developing the Loch Leven Heritage
Trail and ensuring the abundance of rich nutrients available
to maintain resident and visiting wildlife throughout the year.
He outlined many of the projects being undertaken by nature
reserve staff to monitor the effects of climate change on
water temperature in particular and the effect of this on the
loch and its surrounding areas. Since the late 1960s, surveys
have summarised trends of water quality and wildlife within
and around the loch earning Loch Leven its title as the longest
running freshwater site to be surveyed anywhere in the world!
Recent developments to make the nature reserve more
accessible and informative to its visitors (a massive 225,000 to
date!), have importantly contributed over £2 million pounds
to local businesses in and around Kinross. Visitors come to
appreciate the beauty of the loch and its surroundings and to
use walking and cycling routes in addition to the viewpoints
and facilities for watching wildlife. Unlike the wardens of the
1960s who would chase visitors away, Neil and his colleagues
strive to maintain the quality and safety of this important
nature reserve for all who live nearby and visit. They make
the best use of funding and grants available to continue this
work.
The next speaker event was due to take place on Tuesday 7
April at 2.30pm in Kinross Parish Church. Suzanne Burgess,
leader of Buglife Scotland was to share details of current
conservation work being undertaken locally and across
Scotland. Sadly, this has now been cancelled.

Portmoak Community
Woodland Group
We marked the first day of ‘meteorological spring’ (in other
words 1 March), by dodging wintery showers to give the
orchard in Kilmagad Wood its annual prune.
For two hours the rain held off (something of a record this
year!) while members of our group wielded loppers, saws
and secateurs to cut out any dead, diseased or dying wood
from our apple trees. This always involves a lot of standing
around and arguing but, every year we grow a little more
confident about how best to shape the trees to let in as much
light as possible and stop the branches growing too high.
It’s important to keep the fruit within reach. Our efforts
seemed to pay off again last autumn with another decent
crop in what was generally a poor year for fruit. Luck plays a
big part. It must do as there was no obvious explanation why
the trees in the orchard came good while many apple trees
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in nearby gardens were almost barren. One possible reason
was that the orchard on the hillside escaped pockets of frost
which hit the blossom on trees further down.
Next we move onto our eccentric exercise of pruning some
of the conifers in Portmoak Moss to promote better shaped
Christmas trees. Eccentric? Well, you don’t normally see
woodland trees being pruned but we’ve discovered that it’s
worth the effort when people come to choose their trees
every December. Where two trees are growing close together
we tend to take one of them out.
Our other apparently eccentric behaviour, for a woodland
group, is pulling out trees from the central area of the
Moss. Regular visitors will be familiar with the sight of group
members in hi-vis waistcoats tugging at small birch saplings to
get them off the raised peat bog. If we let them grow into trees
they will draw off too much water and defeat the purpose of
trying to keep rainwater in the bog and thereby continue its
restoration. This month we’re joining forces with the British
Dragonfly Society to carry out a day of birch pulling.
We plot and plan all these outdoor activities in the warmth of
the Well Inn, Scotlandwell, every third Tuesday of the month at
7.30pm. Do come and join us, just not for the next wee while!

Kinross Garden Group
Our next meeting was due to be on Thursday 9 April at 2pm
in the Millbridge Hall, Kinross. Sue and Mike Thornley from
Glenarn Gardens, Helensburgh, were to give an illustrated talk
called ‘On the Wild Side: growing rhododendrons in Scotland’.
We visited their garden a couple of years ago.
Travel information for the afternoon car trip on 14 May was
also be given out at the meeting. We will be going to Arndean
near Blairingone and Kirklands in Saline.
Membership fees this year are £20 for the year and £5 for
visitors. If you are new to Kinross-shire and interested in
meeting fellow garden enthusiasts you will be made very
welcome. For more details contact Caroline Anderson on
01577 864589.
Piano Tuition for all ages and abilities

Local teacher with over 35 years’ experience from
complete beginners to retirees.
School exams a speciality.
Please contact: Mrs Michelle Smith 07925 267997
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Common Grounds
www.spanglefish.com/
commongroundscharitycafe
It is so good to be sharing positive
news from Common Grounds when
elsewhere times are worrying and stressful. First of all, we
welcomed a new volunteer, Moira McCauley. She is fitting in
very nicely and proving her worth.
Our successful Valentine’s morning raised £140.95, to be
followed up with £341.50 from our Project Lunch.
Euan MacNeish from KidsOR (Operating Rooms) gave a very
informative and inspiring talk before being presented with
a cheque for £1000 as our chosen charity for February. The
volunteers excelled themselves with the lunch on offer;
vegetable soup, bread, cakes and tray bakes (all homemade
and very, very tasty!), followed by Fairtrade coffees and
teas. Many thanks yet again must go to our volunteers
and supporters for their hard work and generosity. First
time visitors are always amazed that charities benefit so
handsomely from our small, welcoming cafe but soon
appreciate what is on offer. If you haven’t yet found out for
yourself, maybe now is the time to rectify that?

Club & Community Group News
education, health, wellbeing and social cohesion. Inspired by
a visit in 2009, 18 year old Kari Spence, a future PE teacher, in
a group of 15 young people, created an educational, school
playground in Kigali. A gap year spent working in Rwanda
confirmed her commitment to the country and a sports
programme in the Faith and Hope Primary school in Gako.
Twice every year, Kari returned to work with teachers, developing
their health and wellbeing programmes. Kari was able to take
resources and raise funds for the school with the support from
Together Partnership and six years on, she founded TISR.
Since then, with the help of sponsorship, the school has a
full-size football pitch, basketball and volleyball court. A
sponsor programme to support children attending school has
drastically improved attendance. A food initiative provides all
500 pupils with a hot meal two days a week.
More information is available on our website.
Our normal opening hours are still 10am-12.30pm Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at the Guide and Scout Hall,
Church Street, Milnathort.
Contacts outside of opening hours are Elspeth Caldow
(Convener) 01577 863350 and Linda Freeman (Secretary)
01577 865045.

Sparks
Supportive Project for Activities & Recreation in Kinross-shire

The Wellbeing Project

Gaylor, a recent addition to the Project Co-ordinator team, at The Project
Lunch on 4 March, 2020.

Project: Our project for April is Together in Sports Rwanda
(TISR). TISR aims to improve the quality of life of young people
in Rwanda’s Rural Bugesera region, in the village of Gako. It is
committed to using the power of sport as a tool to improve
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Over the past five Thursdays, we have had very interesting,
informative and encouraging sessions on what contributes to
wellbeing.
In the introductory session Mairi Speedie and Roseanne
Gray promoted discussion on good physical health, good
governance, an inclusive society, being mindful of others,
self-care, caring for others, social care and feeling needed
and valued.
The second session gave us a STEM taster. The group was
supported by Zoe Garvie and explored electricity, conductors
and insulators. We looked at space technology using a game
of observation.
After a break for one week, Live Active’s Kenny Nattrass took
us through some chair based exercises using exercise bands.
These exercises promote good posture and gentle stretches to
strengthen core, shoulder and back muscles. The group will be
buying ten bands and following You Tube videos in future.
This weeks’ session was a buffet lunch (thanks to the campus
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catering for providing a lovely selection of sandwiches, fruit,
cakes, tea and coffee). We did well in the quiz, scoring 26/ out
of 30! The Wellbeing Team then joined us for a game of boccia.
Congratulations go to the blue team of Mairi S, John G, Duncan
McI, Jean D and Lindsay C. They defeated the red team of Zoe
G, Graham M, Ross H and Rhoda W/Alice S (who swapped
halfway through the game). The final score was 10/6.
The final session with Jan Rice was due to focus on relaxation.
Overall, the wellbeing project has been very enjoyable. A big
thank you goes to those who organised it and took part.

Boccia

Boccia is a highly competitive paralympic sport. The aim of
the game is to get close to the white jack. There are two
teams, red and blue, and each team has six balls to play.
Boccia is played on a marked court (10x6m). Participants
must be seated for each shot and it is suitable for all abilities.
We meet at Loch Leven Community Campus on Saturday
afternoons, 12.30-1.30pm. The cost is between £1 and £2.
This covers the cost of the court and depends on the number
of participants.
We would like to encourage more people to come along.
Everyone is welcome and there is lots of fun and laughter every
week. Contact Duncan by email at duncanmcintyre1961@
icloud.com for more details.

The victorious junior 5-a-side football team

Boys Brigade
Things continue to be busy at Boys Brigade!
Anchor section members took part in the
Battalion midday hike which was hosted by the
Kinross Company.
Junior section members were joint winners of the battalion
five-a-side football competition at Bell’s Sports Centre.
Juniors also completed the newly re-vamped Bible quiz. They
had to answer questions after watching two videos based
on ‘The Good Samaritan’ and ‘David and Goliath’. The three
teams’ answers are forwarded to battalion for marking and
the overall winners were due to be announced at the end of
March.
Juniors are also preparing for the battalion festival of activities
held at Bankfoot on Friday 27 March. Activities include figure
marching, singing and potted sports.

Regular Meetings

SPARKS meetings are usually held on Thursday at 1-3pm in
Loch Leven Community Campus. Refreshments are available,
usually followed by a quiz, a variety of board games, arts and
crafts, Boccia and the occasional guest speaker.
Each activity is on a voluntary participatory basis and is open
to all disabilities. We hope that people will come along to
have a chat and reduce isolation within Kinross-shire. We ask
for a small weekly donation of 50p or £1, to cover the cost of
refreshments.
For further information, contact Shona Fowler on 07896
280843 or by email at shonafowler@nhs.net. Alternatively
get in touch with Roseanne Gray on 01577 867216 or by
email rgray@pks.gov.uk.
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Both junior and company sections will have teams in the
battalion chess competition which takes place in Scone at the
end of the month.
Company section members took part in the popular midnight
hike. Two teams were entered finishing fifth and sixth overall.
Company section members are due to compete in the
battalion drill competition before the end of March.
Thanks to everyone who supported our spring coffee morning
at the church centre. A total of £829 was raised.
As we are celebrating 100 years of Boys Brigade, we are
looking for items of memorabilia linked to the company. This
could include old photographs, individual memories, items of
old uniform, badges and certificates. Please contact company
captain David Munro if you have any items so that copies can
be made for company records.
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Kinross-shire Local
Events Organisation

Invest in your home
with our best ever
interest rate

www.kleo.org.uk

Kinross Farmers Markets

The markets are due to start again in April with the first one
on Saturday 25 April from 10am-2pm on the High Street of
Kinross. The following market dates will be on every fourth
Saturday of the month from April to October (apart from
the July market, there will not be a market that month).
The exact dates for the markets (obviously now subject to
change) are as follows: 25 April, 23 May, 27 June, 22 August,
26 September and 24 October from 10am-2pm. As before,
the High Street will be closed from entrance Burns Begg
Street to entrance Montgomery Street on these dates.

Nothing
to pay for
12 months
ONLY

0.9%
APR

Available up
to 9 years*

FINANCE EXAMPLE

£5,000

PAY NOTHING FOR 12 MONTHS
THEN ONLY 0.9% OVER 5 YEARS

PER MONTH

£85.96

TOTAL PAYABLE

£5,158

Stalls at the popular Kinross Farmers’ Market

*T&Cs apply. No Deposit. CR Smith Glaziers (Dunfermline) Limited acts as a credit broker and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. The credit advertised is
provided by one credit provider with whom we have a commercial relationship. CR Smith, Gardeners Street, Dunfermline, KY12 0RN. Registered in Scotland No. SC51530.

Kinross Kacophony Orchestra
Open String Kacophony

Maybe you have not played for a while or have just picked
up a new instrument. This is a fun session which will take
place on 26 April, 1pm. The session is suitable for complete
beginners and more experienced players alike. Places cost
£5. To book a place, or for more information, please email
Bouwien Bennet at bouwien@kleo.org.uk or call 01577
863107. Cancelled

An orchestra for adults who like to play their instruments
in a group with conductor Dougie Flower. All abilities are
welcome but it is handy if you read music. Please don’t worry
if you haven’t played for a while; we are a very friendly and
informal bunch.
After the Easter holidays we start again on Wednesday 22
April and this block runs until Wednesday 3 June when we
have our performance which showcases all the tunes we
have been working on. Cancelled
Sessions are from 7.15pm to 9.15pm at Loch Leven
Community Campus. Weekly fee is £5. If interested, please
e-mail bouwien@kleo.org.uk.

Leven Voices Community Choir Concert

After the Easter break Leven Voices sessions were due to
start again from Tuesday 21 April onwards, 7pm at Kinross
Parish Church. You pay as you go (£4 or £3 concession). There
is a £6 ‘registration fee’ which is used to pay for the hall for a
10 week period. Just come along, sing and enjoy!
For more information about KLEO events go to our website.
www.kleo.org.uk

Portmoak Hall 100 Club
February Draw
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1st

No 101 Lynn O’Hara

2nd

No 85

3rd

No 105	George Brown

Kinnesswood

Mary McKenzie Wester Balgedie
Kinross
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Kinross & District Inner Wheel
www.innerwheel.co.uk
At our March meeting, we were treated to a very informative
talk called ‘Let’s Build A House’, presented by David Chisholm.
The talk centred on the work of UMN (United Mission to
Nepal) and its mission partner, the Church of Scotland. The
objective of UMN, a Christian organisation, is to serve the
people of Nepal, particularly those in poverty.
Nepal was hit by a devastating earthquake in 2015, and
funds raised by the Church of Scotland in response to the
earthquake were channelled through UMN to a project called
‘Let’s Build A House’.
The project, valued in excess of £475,000, provided
earthquake proof accommodation for people living in the
Dhading cluster; an area badly hit by the earthquake.
In 2018 David, a Civil Engineer, and a group of fellow members
of the Church of Scotland travelled to Nepal to see how the
buildings were constructed and to review the success of the
project. His talk was the story of this visit which included
involved arduous trekking through the Nepal landscape
to visit various villages where the new houses had been
built. The trek contained the challenge of negotiating steep
hillsides and deeply rutted roads which were impassable to
vehicles in the monsoon season.
Our April meeting, which is our AGM, is on Monday 13 April
at Milnathort Golf Club. We meet at 6.15pm for 6.30pm
prompt for our meal. Cancelled
For more information about Inner Wheel contact us by
email at admin@innerwheel.co.uk or at our website www.
innerwheel.co.uk.

Kinross and District
Town Twinning Association
A fund raising coffee morning took place in midMarch at the local church centre. Our local twinning
committee aims to engage more with our local communities in
preparation for our next visit to Gacé in summer 2021. We look
forward to meeting potential members at the Better Place to
Live Fair being held at the campus in May.
Our 50 Club starts its new session in May and new members
are welcome to join in; cost is £10 per annum. Contact any
committee member for details.

THE HAPPY DOG COMPANY
A NEW NAME & A NEW WEBSITE
Established 2007
Dog Walking and Pet Care Services
Claire Murison BSC (Hons) Animal Science
10 years Vet Nursing Experience
Insured & References Available
Tel: 01577 830588
claire@thehappydogcompany.net
www.thehappydogcompany.net
The Happy Dog Company is also on Facebook
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Lomond Antique and
Collectors Club
Lomond Antique & Collectors Club
Paul Stephens, a fourth generation antique dealer from C
S Moreton Antiques, Inchture, joined us for this month’s
meeting. Paul brought a varied selection of items to describe
and explain to us, some from his personal collections and
some from Inchmartine House.
He began with a beautiful silk embroidered picture set in its
original Georgian oval frame. In astonishingly good condition
he placed a value of £400 on the item.
We next saw a brightly coloured 16th Century Islamic pottery
dish with a tulip design, also in perfect condition. This piece is
similar to items held at the Burrell Collection in Glasgow with
a valuation of £2000.
An elegant Edinburgh silver cream jug, a late Victorian or
Edwardian silver stamp box and a Dutch silver pin tray with a
fruit design made up the silver examples.
Paul displayed two items of treen (small useable hand-made
wooden objects). The first was an 18th century French snuff
box intricately carved from a South American coquilla nut,
valued at £500. The second was an 18th century fruit wood
hinged case for a clay pipe.
The ceramic exhibit was a polychrome teapot and lid from the
Worcester first period (dating from 1770), marred only by a
small chip to the lid. There followed a Georgian papier mache
trinket box, a Belouchi rug bag and a first edition of Robert
Burns poems printed in Edinburgh with a value of £1000.
Paul placed a sale estimate of £10,000 on his final item; a
burr elm three-legged kettle stand with unusual hoof feet
dating from the year 1750. Enthralling stuff! The speaker’s
passion for antiques made the talk most entertaining.
Paul very graciously agreed to assess a number of items
brought in by members to complete the evening.
Our next meeting is planned for Wednesday 8 April at
Fossoway Church Hall, Crook of Devon, when the topic will
be ‘Lost Country Houses of Perthshire.’ This meeting may,
of course, be subject to change should the current Covid19
pandemic require cancellation. Cancelled
New Club members would be most welcome. Contact us by
email at lomondacc@gmail.com.

Kinross Beavers
We recently started work on our International badge. The
beavers have been creating polish gwiazdy and they also
learned a Spanish game called bomba. It was great fun
and the Beavers will want to play bomba again at a future
meeting!
We have been participating in many activities this term and
the Beavers have completed the requirements for several
badges. They beavers have engaged in some problem solving
activities, completed the builders badge by creating Lego
racers and designed paper activity selectors.
At one meeting, the Beavers held a show and tell and talked
about all the different collections they have been creating.
Everyone enjoyed seeing the different collections and there
were many questions asked as well. A big well done to all the
Beavers for your efforts putting together the collections.
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and painted a still life, looking at shape, tone and texture. The
resulting artworks were all successful but also showed great
diversity. Everyone who took part enjoyed the session.
The next club venture was a visit to Kinross Primary School
as ‘artists in residence’ on the morning of Wednesday 26
February. Nine of our members (accompanied by Charlie the
trainee guide dog) were warmly welcomed for a delightful
morning of painting in the school hall. Classes from primaries
5, 6 and 7 visited the artists at work, chatting to them about
the paintings, materials and paints used and about art in
general. It was joyous!

Congratulations to Benjamin, Aaron and Harry G who have
been appointed Lodge Leaders for the Dam Builders, Flat
Tails and Sharp Teeth lodges.
Congratulations to twins Robert and Emily who became our
newest Beavers after they were invested in the colony in February.
Are you interested in volunteering with Scouting? Volunteering
is easier than you think. We have opportunities both behind the
scenes and directly supporting young people in our group. With
full support and training, you can volunteer on a flexible basis.
Not only is it incredibly rewarding and great fun, you’ll learn
some brilliant skills transferable to the workplace and further
education. Please contact us by email at kinrossbeavers@
hotmail.co.uk for more information.

Kinross and District
Art Club
www.kadac.co.uk
What a productive, rewarding and busy time the last month
has been for the club! Firstly, around 25 members took part
in a workshop led by our professional adviser, Tom SuttonSmith. Working in their preferred medium, members drew

Some of
the primary
school
children
chatting to
‘Artists in
Residence’
and long
time KADAC
members,
Cathie
Clark and
Elma Milne

As well as the activities above and the regular club sessions,
members have been able to enjoy a wealth of art-related
programmes on the television over the dark winter months.
Many enjoyed the ‘Life Drawing Live’ workshop on BBC 4 and
drew along with the onscreen artists.
Others have enjoyed watching and learning from recent series
of the ‘Great Pottery Throw Down’ and the ‘Portrait Artist of the
Year’. The sharing of creativity and discussion of the skills learned
all add to the warmth and pleasure of being a club member.
We meet on Tuesdays and Fridays (2-4pm) every week in
Millbridge Hall.
If you are interested in joining the club and developing your
own creativity, you will
find more information
and contact details on our
website.

Kinross
50-Plus Club
The monthly meeting is
on Thursday 2 April when
Robert Herd will give a talk
on ‘Caulders’.

Friday Walkers

3 April Tetley Tea Trail
17 April Loch Glow and
Cleish Hills
All walks continue to leave
from the Green Hotel.
Contact Ian Simpson,
01577 863691
Club members concentrating on
the workshop activity
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Hillwalkers
10 April
24 April

Glenquay Horseshoe
TBC

Jim/Noreen

Activities

L.U.S.T. The slimmers meet each Thursday, 9.30am to
10.30am, in the Millbridge Hall. Contact Norma Anderson,
01577 863548.
Line Dancing every Tuesday and Friday at 10.30am in the
Millbridge Hall. Contact Betty Fergus, 01577 866961.
Keep Fit class meets
Monday at 2pm in the Masonic
All every
Activities
Hall. Contact Val Oswald, 01577 864020.
Cancelled Until
Craft Group meets Wednesday at 2pm in Millbridge Hall.
Further
Notice
Contact Elizabeth
Smith, 01577
861387.
Fly Tyers meet each Monday in Millbridge Hall. Contact
Alistair Ford, 01577 861722.
Carpet Bowls: Meet Monday at 2pm in Millbridge Hall.
Contact Helen Duncan, 01577 863248.

Kinross in Bloom
Crosswell Fountain was emptied at the
end of February in preparation for the
cleaning and restoration of this historic structure. Work is
due to start on 23 March. Hopefully it will be completed by
the time the next Newsletter is published!
We are also working on an information board with Professor
David Munro from Kinross Museum. The board will outline
the history of the fountain.
Winter has taken its toll on two more of the planters at the
Courthouse. They are cracked and will have to be replaced.
We have topped up our planters with some more pansies.
At the start of April, we will be planting up our plug plants at
the polytunnel; the start of the busy season! Our watering
buggy will have been through its MOT so it will be ready for
the summer watering. Our thanks to Smith Street Motors for
looking after the buggy.

200 Club March Draw.

relaxed group. You will be made very welcome. We operate
car-sharing but it is not essential to have a car.

Weekend Walks

We would particularly welcome new weekend walkers.
Saturday 11 April: Balmullo/Lucklow Hill, 7 miles.
Starting on pavements then onto tracks uphill, through
woods and country lanes. Varied scenery and terrain.
Sunday 26 April: Dunblane-Allan Water Circular, 7 miles.
A circular walk from Dunblane by the Allan Water to Kinbuck
via Ashfield, returning past Crofts of Cromlix.
In case it turns cold and wet, you do need appropriate
clothing, including boots or strong shoes and waterproofs.
Bring water, a packed lunch and a hot drink.
For further details of where to meet us, or for general
enquiries, please call our Group Secretary, Ann Eve, on 01577
863887.

All Activities
Until
For those who are new to walking, or want a shorter walk,
Further
Notice
come and join us
on our Tuesday
morning walks. These
Tuesday Short Walks
Cancelled

are usually a maximum of 4 miles (1½ to 2 hours) followed
by a sociable visit to a coffee shop, farm shop or pub for
refreshments.
Tuesday 7 April: River Devon and Crook of Devon
A gentle riverside walk taking in Naemoor Road, Balruddrie
Drive and Lendrick Muir, returning via the river and Crook of
Devon.
Tuesday 21 April: Letham Glen, Leven Beach and Silverburn
Estate
Previously cancelled due to bad weather.
A wander through Letham Glen, a walk along the beach and
return through the Silverburn estate.
For further details of where to meet us, or for general
enquiries, please contact Edna Burnett on 01577 862977.

Kinross High School

1.
No. 45 Mr & Mrs Marshall
2.
No. 25 Fran Galloway
3.
No. 38 Alison Lockhart
4.
No. 56 Elizabeth Mitchell
If you would like to help in any way (formally or informally)
please contact susan.mitchell50@gmail.com
Our next meeting is cancelled in line with current guidelines.
We would welcome any new volunteers to help with the work
of Kinross in Bloom in 2020. If you would like to help in any
way (formally or informally) please contact us by email at
susan.mitchell50@gmail.com

Climate Ready Classrooms

Kinross & Ochil Walking Group

A keen group of eco-warriors have taken action to encourage
our school to be kinder to the environment. Plastic Free
Week was a pupil-led initiative which saw a huge reduction
in landfill waste and got us all thinking about ways we can
look after the planet. S4 pupil, Caroline, reflected:
‘Right now, the whole earth is facing a crisis. An issue that
will affect everyone regardless of where you live, or who
you are: climate change. Our actions are at the cost of our
planet dying, our world, and that is not right. So at Kinross

(Affiliated to Ramblers Scotland)
Hopefully spring has arrived by the time you read this;
daffodils, bluebells, trees will be coming into leaf and longer
days stretch ahead. This is the perfect time to come out
walking with us. Explore new places, improve your mental
and physical fitness and meet people. Whether you’re a new
walker, are returning to walking, or go out regularly, try a
walk or two with us to see if you’d like to join our friendly and

A group of young people from across the year
groups recently took part in a day long workshop
called Climate Ready Classrooms facilitated by Keep Scotland
Beautiful. The project prepares young people to join a national
network of ambassadors who plan and act on climate change
issues within their own schools and communities.
The day incorporated a lot of fun, interactive activities,
discussions and videos. Pupils engaged really well with
the challenging material and made personal and group
commitments to decrease their carbon footprints.

Plastic Free Week
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with the wider Kinross-shire community to raise awareness
of how they’re trying to change our school, our planet and
the world we live in.
With a unanimous vote under their belts and the assurance
of continued support from the CCMG to bolster our young
people, there’ll be no stopping them!

Kinross Centre

Climate Ready Classrooms

High school we decided we were going to do something
about it. Specifically taking action against plastic pollution.’
The Lomond House team held regular meetings with the
Eco Group, Mitie and Tayside Contracts to formulate a plan
and plastic free week was born! The aim was, for one week,
to swap out the canteen riddled with plastic for a greener
alternative, and to manage our waste more effectively by
enforcing the recycling system in school.
On the week beginning 17 February our extended team
launched plastic free week following a series of assemblies
to communicate procedures. Thanks to the co-operation of
Tayside contracts, cakes once wrapped in plastic were simply
placed on a tray, plastic sandwich boxes were replaced by
paper bags and plastic lined soup cups were scrapped in
favour of reusable mugs. We also posted a vice or house
captain at each bin to make sure waste was being effectively
disposed of and help us to reshape our habits. Food in the
food waste, cans in the aluminum recycling, cartons in the
cardboard and plastic. Our vision slowly became a reality
and, when the house captains weighed the bins, they saw
a huge decrease in waste and less contamination between
bins.
Although we’ve had our week and it was our trial, we cannot
stop now. This is only the beginning; plastic free week made
a chip at the surface of a much greater issue and our mission
is to change attitudes towards recycling all over Perth and
Kinross. We aim to try to open doors to more sustainable,
plastic free options for Tayside as a whole.

Community Campus Management Group (CCMG), they
have been awarded £1550 to put towards a more effective
recycling system at Loch Leven Community Campus.
Mr Bain, Head of Lomond House, who chaired the meeting
that day, commented, ‘It is commendable that through your
leadership of this issue, you have encouraged change at a
school level through your campaign and influenced policy
decision making with our catering providers. It really is
exciting that you have brought about real change and you
have the CCMG’s full support in moving forward.’
It fills us with pride to see our young people embracing
our core values, ambitious, responsible, resilient and
compassionate in a way that engages with global issues.

Kinross and District
Probus Club
Aero Space Kinross by Alisdair Stewart

Eco-Warriors Win Funding Bid
As part of the Learner Participation programme which
encourages pupils to take responsibility for decisions which
affect how the school is run, the Lomond Pupil Leadership
Team and Eco-Committee teamed up to appeal for a grant
which will allow them to continue to build on the momentum
ignited during Plastic Free Week.
After delivering a very impressive bid for funding to the
Lomond Vice Captains, Eleanor and Blair, calculating our decrease in landfill
waste

SEWING ALTERATIONS
by

MAUREEN

Fully qualified

01577 865478
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Hurrah! Spring is just around the corner, and I am sure we are
looking forward to some much needed settled weather and
perhaps a little bit of sunshine.
March has been a little quiet at the centre, although we have
welcomed some new faces. We had a dance at the campus on
14 February which was a great success and we would like to
thank all the people who organised it. We really did have a ball.
We celebrated World Day of Prayer on Friday 6 March and
enjoyed refreshments afterwards. It was a great success with
many attendees.
We continue to have our regular activities every day. We now
have our snooker table up and running and this is proving
to be a great success with the men who attend the centre.
Perhaps some of us ladies should give them a run for their
money.
The hearing loss drop in clinic held on the first Monday of
each month continues to be a great success and it is very
popular. Thank-you to those involved. We are very grateful
for your time.
We have some exciting news to share! We have a new class
in gentle line dancing due to start at the centre. Dates are still
to be confirmed so look out for this class in the Newsletter
timetable.
Again we want to take this opportunity to give huge thanks to
all our volunteers. We really do appreciate every one of you.
We would love you to be involved with the Kinross Centre
either as a service-user, a volunteer or as a supporter. If you
would like further information please contact Nan Cook on
01577 863869.
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CURRENTLY SUSPENDED

The group has been invited to a Local Action Partnership
meeting which brings together elected members, public
services and people from Kinross-shire to involve communities
in local decision making. The team has also been asked to
attend the Better Place to Live Fair in May to share their work

Alisdair is a man with a dream and he is determined to deliver
his very ambitious project which will benefit the whole
community. When Kinross Partnership held an economic
forum six years ago they were looking for ideas to help
regenerate Kinross-shire; from a long list of potential projects
Aero Space Kinross (ASK) was born.
On 19 February, Alisdair came to talk to us and described
his vison and the aims of ASK. It will be a uniquely themed
aviation, astronomy and space flight science centre based
in the heart of Scotland and will form an Aviation Centre of
Excellence. ASK will create an interactive, fun, educational
and inspirational experience. It will touch individuals from
every generation and will attract people from all over the UK
and beyond to this must see visitor destination.
From the story of man’s mastery and physics of flight to
astronomy and all aspects of space exploration, the centre

will open hearts and engage minds through awesome flight
motion simulation, outstanding exhibits, a fully immersive
3D planetarium, expert presentations on the world of flight,
meteorology and space exploration, aviation showcases and
much more!
A project of this magnitude takes time and money and in
the five to six years since its inception Alisdair and his team
have been working tirelessly to create awareness, gain
professional scientific support and build the financial case to
help their fund raising efforts.
Identifying a suitable site has been challenging but ASK is
on the brink of securing a piece of land. Awareness raising
has led them into working with local schools; they have
recently completed a project to build a kit plane. This not
only raises awareness but gets youngsters interested in the
science of flight and space, helping to create the engineers
of the future.
There is a long way to go before we see the completed
project. However, a recent funding award of £1.2m from the
Tay Cities Deal is the foundation for a funding structure to
finance the construction of a venue.
If you want to learn more about Aero Space Kinross visit their
website at www.aerospacekinross.com
The vote of thanks was given by Ruary McLeod.

Milnathort in Bloom
Things are starting to hot up for us this month. Our plug
planting is taking place on 4 April, when we’ll plant up
thousands of tiny plants to grow in the polytunnel ready
for our baskets and tubs. This year will be a blaze of warm
colours after a couple of years of blues and yellows, so the
village should be a riot of colour come summer.
We think that our spring colour has been really good this year.
The tete-a-tetes and polyanthus provide a welcome splash of
brightness on these dark and dreary days. All these plants
have been going for a number of years now and get better
every year. This year is also the first year of planting tete-atetes in the large planter in Perth Road. They will naturalise
and multiply in the coming years.
We’ve also introduced a sustainable source of funding; our
brand new 100 club. There will be leaflets distributed shortly
so, if you fancy winning some cash prizes, please keep an eye
out and support us to continue doing what we do.
We’re still looking for someone to take over as chairman
this November. So if you, or anyone you know, fancies
leading a group of eager volunteers to make Milnathort a
beautiful place to live, please do get in touch; you won’t
regret it.

SCOTLANDWELL FRAMES
Bespoke framing for your sport shirts,
photos, paintings, prints & mementos...
14 Friar Place, SCOTLANDWELL
Call Stuart Garvie

01592 840825/07788 142909
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Kinnesswood in Bloom
We are submitting a new project to Take a Pride in Perthshire.
This will involve improvements to a local path, a revamp of the
Michael Bruce Garden and rebuilding the cart at Gamekeepers.
The school is installing a new shed and one part will be used
by Kinnesswood in Bloom to store tools and other equipment.
There are plans to improve the path at the Michael Bruce
garden using existing stones. The sundial will also be replaced,
soil improved and new plants put in.
The quiz and curry night on the 28 March sadly had to be
postponed due to the outbreak of coronavirus. Thanks to
Raymond and Marion, who would have been our quizmasters.
During a recent school gardening session, Primary 6/7 pupils

Club & Community Group News

Recipe

Loch Leven
Community Library

Friends of Loch Leven
Community Library

Supplied by Kinnesswood in Bloom

Lemon Drizzle Simnel Slices

Loch Leven Community Campus,
Muirs, Kinross

Due to the Coronavirus and current Government health
warnings, Friends of Loch Leven Community Library have
decided to suspend their voluntary service.

Ingredients

lochlevenlibrary@culturepk.org.uk

Instead of a simnel cake for Easter try these simnel slices.
250g butter
250g caster sugar plus 50g for topping
2 large lemons, zested and juiced
3 large eggs
200g plain flour
100g ground almonds
21/2 tsp baking powder
50 ml milk
100g mixed dried fruit
300g chilled marzipan
50g icing sugar

Method

A presentation made to John Nicol at the botanic gardens

dug out compost from a deteriorating compost bin and
moved it to another bin. The old bin has been demolished
and the rain garden will be installed in its place. The grand
installation is planned for the beginning of April.

Heat oven to 180 degrees celsius. Oil and line a 20cm by
30cm baking tin with baking parchment. Beat the butter
and sugar with most of the lemon zest until pale and fluffy.
Add the eggs one at a time, then add the flour, almonds and
baking powder. Mix until you have a smooth batter then stir
in the milk and dried fruit.
Put in the tin and level the surface. Coarsely grate half the
marzipan evenly on to the batter then cover with the rest of
the batter. Level the top and bake for 35-40 minutes. Mix the
remaining caster sugar with a quarter of the lemon juice and
drizzle over the cake while still warm.
Mix the icing sugar with enough lemon juice to make a drizzly
icing. Divide remaining marzipan into balls. Drizzle icing
over the cake, top with the marzipan balls and sprinkle with
remaining zest. Cut into slices.

Stuck at home due to the Coronovirus?
The library is currently closed in accordance with official
guidelines. Remember you can always access our e-books,
e-magazines and newspapers online all for free. You can also
join the library online if you are not already a member. www.
culturepk.org.uk

Opening Times
Mon*		

10am-1pm			

Tue, Wed & Thu 10am-8pm
Fri		

10am-6pm

Sat*		

10am-3pm

The group regrets this action but considers it unavoidable in
the current situation.
We look forward to continuing our service in due course.
Bill Belford, Secretary of FoLLCL

Book Groups at the Library
We currently have three book groups for adults and one for
children running at Loch Leven Community Library.
Crime book Group:
Once a month on a Tuesday
evening, 6.45-7.45pm
General Book Group:
Once a month on a Friday morning
10.30-11.30am
Café Book Group:
Once a month on a Saturday
morning 11.15am.
Cafe books next meeting 4 April
Please contact the Library for any further book group dates
Foodbank: The library is now a foodbank collection point for
‘Broke not Broken’
Free WiFi & Computer use for library guests and members
Kitchen waste caddies available
More information on all library, museum and art gallery
events at :www.culturepk.org.uk/whats-on

LIBRARY CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

(Monday 10am-1pm & Saturdays 1-3pm. Limited service,
staffed by volunteers)
Closures:

Thus, the Library will be closed on Saturday afternoons and
Monday mornings until further notice.

All Culture Perth & Kinross Libraries will be closed on the
morning on Thursday 2 April for staff training. Loch Leven
Library will re-open at 1pm.

All Culture Perth & Kinross Libraries will be closed on Friday
10 and Sat 11 April for Easter holidays
Please check our website for further notices of any closures
due to the changing situation with the Coronovirus pandemic:
www.culturepk.org.uk

Regular Sessions for Young Children

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?

If there’s something you think people should know, then email
us: editor@kinrossnewsletter.org

Bookbug Rhymetime
Saturdays 10.30am-11am. Wednesdays 2pm-2.30pm.
Pre-school Story Time
Tuesdays 10.15am-10.45am
Parents, grandparents or guardians and toddlers will be made
most welcome at these free, open sessions.

At the same time, ladies of the village have begun sewing,
knitting and crafting sea creatures (including a glass yellow
submarine) to display throughout the village over the
summer. Plans are also afoot to decorate the mini figures
using a coastal theme. Watch this space!

When sending your club item to the
Newsletter, please put the name of your
club in the email subject line

About the Kinross Newsletter

Our plants have been ordered from a local nursery so all we
need now is some warm weather.
We were delighted to receive £55 from Balgedie Toll from
their recent quiz night.
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www.culturepk.org.uk

No need to book, just come along:

All the children in Portmoak Primary have been busy completing
art work for the festival. The theme this year is ‘Coasts and Waters’
and there will be an outstanding display when it is finished.

It was a delight for seven of us to attend a presentation made
to John Nicol at the botanic gardens. John was presented with
a certificate of merit by the Royal Caledonian Horticultural
Society for his contribution to horticulture and gardening in
Scotland. He was nominated by one of our Beautiful Scotland
Judges, John MacLennan. Everyone enjoyed a good night.

01577 867205

Simnel cake. Photo: James E. Petts

The Newsletter has been informing and supporting the
community for over 40 years.
It began as a way of letting residents know what Kinross
Community Council was saying and doing, but soon
expanded to be so much more.
Readers use the Newsletter to find local trades and
services, and our loyal advertisers support the community
by enabling us to publish local clubs’ reports and essential
community information free of charge. Readers, when
answering an advertisement, please say you saw it in the
Newsletter. Thank you.
Any profits made by the Newsletter are given away to local
good causes.
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Kinross & District
Rotary Club

The Kinross-shire Civic Trust

Helping protect, conserve and provide a better built and natural environment
www.kinross-shirecivictrust.org
Find us on Facebook

Rotary Youth Leadership Award

Email: KinrossshireCivicTrustSecy@gmail.com

Kinross High School pupils Elliot Wilkins and Ailsa Bennet
were recently successful in interview and will represent
the Rotary Club of Kinross and District at the RYLA camp
(Rotary Youth Leadership Award) at Nethybridge in July
2020.

Planning Matters

Windlestrae
The Trust lodged a formal complaint
regarding PKC’s handling of the
application to build 41 retirement
dwellings at the Windlestrae, which
was approved by the Council’s planning
committee in January. There were
several reasons for the complaint, one
being that the author of the report
to committee had misunderstood
the location of the conservation area
boundary. The complaint process is
ongoing.
The Trust later queried the developer
felling all trees on the development
site
before
pre-commencement
conditions had been fulfilled.
Correspondence continues on this
matter.
Lathro Phase 2
Although Persimmon’s application
for a revision of phase 2 of Lathro
Farm was described as ‘erection of
169 dwelling houses’ and included
the words ‘Phase 2’ in the application
description, the Trust discovered
on close inspection of one of the
supporting documents that the
proposal also involved a ‘remix’ of
part of phase 1.
This ‘remix’ would mean a further
12 houses on phase 1, bringing the
total number of houses on the whole

RYLA is a leadership development programme which focuses
on young people and covers a variety of topics including:
leadership fundamentals and ethics; communication skills;
problem solving and conflict management; community and
global citizenship. Our club values this programme greatly
and its impact on our young people. We are delighted to fund
this experience for two young people annually. Thanks to Mr
Conor Dolan at Kinross High School for liaising with Rotary in
this venture.

Kinross Guide Dogs

The grounds of the Windlestrae Hotel after clearance of the formal garden

Lathro Farm site to 372. The next
stage is for the proposal to come to
PKC’s Planning and Development
Management Committee.

Annual General Meeting
CANCELLED

Raingardens

The judging had been due to take place
in March. For information about the
presentation, contact David Hill, Chair of
Well Kept County Awards Committee.

The Trust has received some funding for
its Raingardens project and is pressing
ahead with more applications. For
more on this, see the separate article in
the Features section of this Newsletter,
on page 30.

Well Kept County Awards

Email: drhmarshbrook@gmail.com

Images of Kinross-shire

Photographs can be downloaded free
of charge from the www.kinross.cc

Photo Library
Subjects include Historic Kinross-shire,
Loch Leven, Fauna and Flora, Countryside,
Villages, Local Projects and Events.

THOMAS HACKETT
PAINTER & DECORATOR
Established 1970
‘ALTERED IMAGES’
UNISEX HAIRSTYLING
in the comfort of your own home
Call LINDA on 01577 863860
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Experienced in all types of decorating services
Power Washing
OAP Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 07724 534618 hackettjune41@gmail.com

This month we have guide dog pups Charlie and DJ showing
us their good sides, during a visit to Aberdour.
Our Dine In The Dark fundraiser collected the wonderful
amount £397 in aid of guide dogs. Much fun and good food
was devoured with blindfolded participants appreciating
much more about sight loss by the end of it. We could
require help with visual impairment at anytime during our
lives, so this fund raiser was aided by glasses which simulated
different eye conditions that are common. The test I threw
in between courses was, ‘Guess what’s in the unlabelled
tins’. Several guessed dog food, but there was none. The
corned beef tin was more recognisable, but tinned fruit and
tomatoes were easily confused. I hope every enjoyed it as
much as I did.
Huge thanks to The Courthouse for hosting and creating a
special menu for the event. Also massive thanks to the staff
working that evening for donating their tips, after working
so hard and contributing to our raffle, it really was above and
beyond wonderful.
Our next fundraising group meeting was due to be on Tuesday
21 of April at 10am in Kisa’s at Caulders garden centre. We
will miss the chat and the puppy cuddles. When we are back
up and running, if you fancy giving us your ideas or joining
our group, we’d love to see you.

The Newsletter on Facebook
We use our Facebook page to announce:
• our deadline and publication dates
• what’s in the next issue
• reminders of some local events
• occasional breaking news
‘Like’ our page to be kept informed. Search for
‘Kinross Newsletter’ or go to:

www.facebook.com/kinrossnewsletter

Well done and good luck to Elliot and Ailsa! We look forward
to hearing about your experiences.

Past President to Pastures New

Former president Sean Bolton said his goodbyes to fellow
Rotarians at our breakfast meeting in February before
heading off on his next adventures to Melbourne, Australia.
He has been a hard-working member of Rotary and will be
very much missed – we wish Sean and his wife, Sally, all the
best for the future.

Hosting Dinners

Members of the club and partners have been enjoying a
series of informal meals together - an excellent way to raise
funds and enjoy fellowship at the same time.

Recent Speakers
VE Day

At our February breakfast meeting (third Tuesday of every
month) Rotarian and retired Lieutenant Colonel Andy
Middlemiss spoke about the upcoming 75th anniversary
of VE (Victory in Europe) Day. This will be remembered
nationally with a weekend (8-10 May) of events.
(N.B. Friday 8 May will be a public holiday this year, not the
conventional ‘May Day’ Monday holiday.)
Andy reminded us that, after almost six long years of war
and immense hardship, at last progress was being made.
Auschwitz was liberated in January 1945. On 4 May the
German army surrendered. Early in the morning of 7 May
1945, a German delegation, on the orders of the new
president, Dönitz, signed the surrender documents. This
was formally accepted by the Allies on 8 May. There were
scenes of huge jubilation and celebration across Britain
on 8 May following this life-changing announcement.
The war in the Pacific, however, was to continue until 2
September…
There will be a VE Day Concert to commemorate this
anniversary at Loch Leven Community Campus on Saturday
9 May (see page 110 for details).
Andy will deliver a more detailed talk on Victory in Europe
at our Rotary meeting on Monday 25 May. You are very
welcome to join us – see below for details.
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Lethangie House

Claire Paton visited the club on 24 February to tell us about
her home. The house was acquired by James Paton, textile
mill owner – sold by ‘public voup’. The house and estate
contain some fascinating details. Field names on the estate
include ‘Murderer’s Throat’ and ‘Witch Know’ while the
grounds included an ice house from which blocks of ice were
cut for use in the house – and a curling pond. Unfortunately,
this pond was frozen on 6 January 1936, when the west
wing caught fire and was gutted. Inside, the old kitchen has
been preserved by Claire since she married and moved into
the house almost 50 years ago. It contains an array of old
utensils, including a butter churn, knife cleaning machine,
bread making bucket and mangle. Elsewhere in the house
there is a ‘one-armed bandit’ style toilet and, in the turret, a
circular, zinc-lined bath, probably the oldest in Kinross, with
a tap dated 1820. Claire keeps bees in the walled garden and
there is a circular Victorian summer house with tree-trunk
columns, conical roof with fish-scale slates and coloured
leaded glass. Originally it also had heather thatched screen
walls and the interior was lined with twigs laid in geometrical
patterns. This unusual and intricate structure has been
recently restored for safe use for many more years.
If you would like to visit the garden at Lethangie House, it
will be open on 21 June from 2-5pm, in aid of Marie Curie
Cancer Care.

Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance Service

On 9 March Archie Ingram told us about the work of SCAA –
Scotland’s only charity-funded air ambulance service. They
operate an EC135-t2i helicopter, based at Perth (Scone)
Airport, which responds to trauma incidents and medical
emergencies across Scotland. With the strapline, ‘saving
times, saving lives’, they aim to deliver on-scene paramedic
care and transport patients rapidly to a specialist medical
centre within the ‘golden hour’ to maximise a successful
outcome. The benefit of helicopter transport is the speed
with which time critical emergencies can be reached,
providing a lifeline to remote and rural communities: for
example, Loch Tay to Ninewells Hospital is 90 minutes by
road and only 15 minutes by helicopter. The service, which
co-ordinates with other front-line responders, is initiated
by a 999 call and, if appropriate, the decision can be made
to prepare for flight and take off within 5 minutes. In 2019,
the helicopter dealt with 352 emergencies: 44% trauma,
17% cardiac emergencies, 15% medical emergencies, 18%
essential transfers and 4% strokes. Each life-saving mission
costs an average of £2,500. SCAA is grateful for all donations
and fundraising efforts, including the ‘Life Saving Lottery’.
For more details on SCAA see www.scaa.org.uk

Come and Join Us!

If you would like to join us for a meeting, please contact
Dugald McIntyre, club secretary, by email at secretary.krdc@
gmail.com or check our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
kinrossrotaryclub. Normally, we meet at 6.15 for 6.30pm on
Monday evenings – except for the third week of the month
when we meet at 7.15 for7.30am for a breakfast meeting.
However, the Rotary Club of Kinross and District wants to do
everything it can to avoid the spread of coronavirus in our
community. For that reason, the club has voted to suspend
all club meetings until further notice. In addition, we’re
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members of the community. The volunteer drivers take users
to medical and non-medical appointments covering the
local health centre and hospitals as widespread as Jubilee,
Glasgow and Stracathro.

Kinross Camera Club

For further information about the group contact Sandy,
01577 862536 or Pauline, 01577 862685 or email: secretary@
kvgandros.org.uk.

Sadly we have had to curtail our programme of events due to
the outbreak of coronoavirus so there will be no more Club
meetings this season.

Portmoak Film Society
www.portmoakfilmsociety.org.uk
With inspired timing, Portmoak Films’
March offering was Monty Python’s ‘Life of Brian’ viewed by
around 20 fans who, depressed by the darkening days ahead
of us under the CoVid cloud, had their mood considerably
lifted by the debates about ‘What have the Romans ever done
for us’ and the communal singing at the end of ‘Always look
on the bright side of life’! Their appreciation was reflected in
a 75% ‘excellent’ rating on the marble count.
Currently we still plan to show the final film of the season
on Saturday 11th April, which will be another British-made
feel-good film, ‘Blinded by the Light’. Directed by ‘Bend it like
Beckham’s’ Gurinder Chada, it tells the story of a Pakistani
lad from Luton who finds a way through his troubled life
when he discovers Bruce Springsteen’s music. Fans of The
Boss listen up!
Heather hut, Lethangie House

reviewing all upcoming club community events and expect
most if not all to be cancelled or postponed.
Our Facebook page will keep you informed about what’s
happening.

Kinross-shire Volunteer
Group and Rural
Outreach Scheme
Kinross-shire Volunteer Group and Rural Outreach Scheme
wish to thank everyone who attended the Gordon Menzies
Concert in the Milnathort Town Hall on Saturday 14 March. It
was an excellent evening enhanced by Sarah Menzies joining
her father on stage.
Many thanks to Gordon and Sarah, the programme of
songs, and jokes, was fresh and varied. Some Scottish, some
humourous and some ‘oldies’ which everyone was able to
join in with. The evening passed very quickly, a sure sign of
an enjoyable, sociable occasion.
At the start of the evening Chairman, Sandy Smith, presented
assistant co-ordinator, Ella Ward and secretary, Pauline
Watson with a plaque and certificate. They were awarded
to Kinross-shire Volunteer Group and Rural Outreach
Scheme and state – ‘Awarded for Excellence in Volunteer
Management’. This is a National Standard developed by
Volunteer Dundee and is awarded for three years.
Thank you, also, to everyone who donated prizes for the
raffle. The evening raised approximately £850 for funds.
Our next fund raising event will be a Tombola stall at the Better
Place to Live Fair on 30 May, please come along and support
us then. All money raised is used to run the volunteer driving
scheme which is indispensible to almost 300, mainly elderly,

kinrosscameraclub.org.uk/wp/
www.facebook.com/KinrossCClub/

However, we still hope to be able to bring you at least
some of our summer programme of informal Thursday
night photography outings, perhaps from July through
August. Details will become available on our Facebook
page and website in due course. We are also planning to
reschedule a couple of the spring events to the start of
next session in September: our prize giving dinner and our
Annual competition – once again, details will be circulated
and available online. In the meantime, if you would like
to get in touch with the Club, please email the secretary,
Richard Dibley, on email secretary@kinrosscameraclub.
org.uk.
For more details please see our website or email secretary@
kinrosscameraclub.org.uk
Club members enjoying our recent studio portraiture night.

DISCLAIMER: If travel and meetings should be curtailed by
this point, we reserve the right to cancel the event; please
await the pre-film email or contact Stuart Mackenzie on
01592 840638 for an update. Cancelled
The final film is always held in conjunction with the (very
brief) AGM of the Film Society. This means we start promptly
at 7.15pm so please arrive for 7pm, and we also celebrate
the end of the season with a raffle, so please bring either
a prize or money for a ticket! Venue: Portmoak Village Hall,
Scotlandwell; hot drinks and refreshments provided after.
Use your membership card to get in or pay £6 on the door.
www.portmoakfilmsociety.org.uk
Need Equipment for a Community Event?
Marquees, Gazebos, Chairs, Tables and more available
to hire (or sometimes borrow).
Items are listed on www.kinross.cc at:
www.kinross.cc/equipment_hire/equipment.htm
If your community group has items it would be prepared to
lend or hire out, please add them to the list.

The Newsletter on Facebook
We use our Facebook page to announce:
• our deadline and publication dates
• what’s in the next issue
• reminders of some local events
• occasional breaking news
‘Like’ our page to be kept informed. Search for
‘Kinross Newsletter’ or go to:

www.facebook.com/kinrossnewsletter
Kinross Newsletter 69

Club & Community Group News

Kinross-shire
Partnership
Networking Breakfast
Leadership on Menu at Networking Breakfast
The arrival of the lighter mornings certainly makes the early
start for Kinross-shire Partnership’s Networking Breakfasts
eminently more bearable – and, of course, the prospect of a
Loch Leven’s Larder ‘full Scottish’ is always highly alluring, too.
So it was that Wednesday 4 March saw an excellent turnout
at the event, with around two dozen local businessmen
and women in attendance. They were welcomed by Archie
Hipwell of Hipwell Consulting, before being invited to
introduce themselves and their products/services to the
other local entrepreneurs.
The post-prandial presentation this month was given by
retired army colonel Andy Middlemiss, also a former SSAFA
Chairman for Perth and Kinross. Perhaps unsurprisingly,
given that he spent much of his career in the army, Andy
spoke on the subject of leadership. He began by asking
everyone present to name one person in their own family
and one person in public life who they believed had good
leadership qualities. Answers ranged from Jürgen Klopp to
‘my grandfather’. He then invited breakfasters to suggest the
qualities that distinguished their example of a good leader,
and this time the answers he received from the floor included
‘determined, focused, and inspirational’.
Andy went on to share his own experiences of witnessing
exemplary leadership in the army, including an extremely
impressive superior officer he encountered during his time
at Sandhurst – known as ‘The Tash’, this gentleman always
remained ‘cool, calm and collected’ (C-cubed). Andy also
explored the differences between ‘management’ and
‘leadership’, and he stressed the importance of ‘thinking
correctly under pressure’ (also referred to using the acronym
T-CUP).
As a positive role model for good leadership, he cited former
England rugby head coach Sir Clive Woodward, who was
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said to present his team regularly with hypothetical match
scenarios such as ‘We’re 15 points under. What are we going
to do?’ The hallmark of Woodward’s leadership was that
he then listened attentively to the responses of each team
member – including the younger, inexperienced players.
Andy left his audience by sharing an African analogy: Every
morning when a gazelle gets up, he knows he must run faster
than the fastest lion or he will die. And every morning when the
sun goes up, a lion knows he must outrun the fastest gazelle,
or he will die. Thus, the moral of the story is this: whether
you’re a gazelle or a lion, when the sun goes up, you’d better
be running… sound advice for all business owners.
Sadly, in view of current global concerns regarding COVID-19,
the Kinross-shire Partnership networking breakfasts are
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Kinross Historical Society
Robert the Bruce: Fact, Fiction
and Nonsense by Bill Glennie
Bill Glennie started off his talk with a slide
of the statue of Robert the Bruce and asked the members to
think of things they knew about him. He listed many of these
ideas, the spider, the Declaration of Arbroath, Dunfermline
Abbey, statues around the country, songs, postage stamps,
bank notes, novels, films. He then set about putting
everything in its place historically.
When Alexander III died at Kinghorn he had no direct heir,
so the choice had to be made between Balliol and Bruce.
Edward I of England was asked to decide who it should be.
He wanted to be the ‘Lord Superior’ of Scotland and chose
Balliol. However, when Balliol wouldn’t support Edward
against the French, Balliol lost his kingship.
The First War of Independence lasted from 1297-1304.
William Wallace was involved for some of the time as was
John Comyn and Robert Bruce. Both want to be King of
Scotland. In 1304 John Comyn, Lord of Badenoch, submitted
to Edward and Robert Bruce supplied soldiers to Edward’s
army and helped with the siege of Stirling Castle.

currently suspended for the foreseeable future, but please
don’t let that stop you continuing to network online.

In 1306, Robert the Bruce killed John Comyn in Dumfries
in a church. This was a crime, doubly so, as weapons were
not allowed in a church and it was also murder. Robert the
Bruce was then crowned king at Scone. Many people were
taken aback that this had happened but it was possibly
because Edward had not rewarded The Bruce for his support
and that The Bruce felt he had to take some action. New
interpretations of events are made as time goes on and the

current view of historian Dr Fiona Watson, is that Bruce was
an usurper who felt insecure and nervous.
The interpretation of old chronicles can also shed new light
on the past. The chronicle ‘Gesta Annalis’ was a yearly record
of notes about what was happening and contains propaganda
about the Bruce. The spider story was introduced by author
Walter Scott with Bruce thought to be doing everything for
the country, not for himself. He was actually having to fight
a civil war against his enemies. At the Battle of Inverurie,
the Comyn line was ended. In 1309 a declaration officially
justified Bruce as King, stating he was raised by the people
with divine guidance. In 1314, with The Bruce controlling the
land north of the Forth, the Earl of Dunbar from the south
of the Forth, asked Edward for help against The Bruce. The
Battle of Bannockburn followed, won by Bruce.
The Declaration of Arbroath 1320, was not in fact a
declaration of independence but a letter from the Barons to
the Pope to tell him that Robert the Bruce was the king of an
independent kingdom and to ask the Pope to tell Edward to
leave Scotland alone. One of the envoys carried the letter to
the Pope, and on the way changed over to Bruce’s side. Bruce
took land from his enemies and gave it to his supporters and
those who lost their land wanted it back.
But Edward II wouldn’t give up his ‘Lordship’ and war was
renewed between Scotland and England, so a promise was
needed to get Edward III to give up any future claim to Scotland.
Having listened to the talk, the audience were told they could
perhaps now think about Bruce in a different light. His statue,
unveiled by the Queen in the 1960s, is the only one unveiled
by a reigning monarch of someone guilty of knife crime.
Anne Milburn thanked Bill Glennie on behalf of the Society
for a very interesting talk, given with no notes but with a
touch of humour.

Robert the Bruce statue at Bannockburn

Broke Not Broken

Drop off donations at:
Sainsbury’s, Kinross
	Glenfarg Village Shop
Co-operative, Kinross
Open to clients:
Every Tuesday and Thursday, 10am – 2pm

The Beacon, St Paul’s Church, Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AU

Contact:

HUSBAND & WIFE HANDY TEAM
READY FOR ACTION
Can’t be bothered? Don’t have the time
for those jobs around the house?
Painting, Decorating, Repairs interior/exterior
Slab & Mono block, layouts/repairs
Major & minor repairs considered
Flat pack assembly assistance
No job too small / free quotes
CONTACT / TEXT us on
07532 811723 / 07532 814124

Tel:

07518 913107

Email:
admin@brokenotbroken.org
Broke Not Broken. Tackling the effects of poverty.
Scottish Registered Charity SC046033

HIGH STREET SEWING
Clothing & Curtain alteration & repairs
(weekly turn-around)
Custom made Curtains, Roman blinds, Cushions (4-6
weeks)
Workshop Opening Hours:
Mon-Thurs 0930-1230 & 1330-1700
Fri 0930-1230 and Sat 10-12
Location – behind Loch Leven Laundry and Baillies
Contact LINETTE MANN – 07732 902419

Email us at: mrandmrs.readyforaction@gmail.com
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Kinross High School Junior Volleyball teams

Kinross Volleyball Club

Kinross Rugby Club

The indoor season will have been completed by the time
this Newsletter is published. The spring cup competitions
for recreational and premier league teams were due to take
place over the last two Sundays of March.
Following the Easter Break, free outdoor volleyball begins on
Monday evenings on the grass area to the rear of the campus
car park from 7-8.30 pm. These free sessions are open to
everyone and new members are welcome to come along.
Kinross High School pupils in S1, 2 and 3 took part in Scottish
volleyball’s 4 v 4 festival at Grangemouth where almost 50
teams from around Scotland gathered for this popular event.
Kinross Primary School are due to take part in Scottish
volleyball’s primary school festival in Edinburgh on Thursday
2 April. This has now been cancelled.

Minis Section

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?

If there’s something you think people should know, then email
us: editor@kinrossnewsletter.org
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At the end of the current rugby season our much adored and
talented P7s will finish playing primary age grade rugby and
will make a transition to U13s rugby. Although this has been
accomplished before at Kinross (albeit not for a few years
now), we feel that this time there is a great opportunity for
these boys to set the standard for years to come! They have
played great rugby over the years, in all weather conditions,
and travelled to so many places. They are good friends, even
though they don’t all stay in Kinross or go to the same school.
Before and after training, it is plain to see that they all laugh
and have a smile on their faces.
With high school just round the corner, why not start early
with new friendships and make rugby your sport? The club is
looking for new players to join and compliment this team and
to help the transition to U13 age grade rugby and inclusion in
the conference league. If you haven’t seen a rugby ball before,
or haven’t played for a while, why not come along and give
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it a go? If you are under 13 and interested in playing rugby
please come along to training sessions at KGV on Saturday
morning at 10am. Alternatively, contact Robert Allan, Youth
Convenor on 07831099315. Cancelled

Kinross Road Runners
http://kinrossroadrunners.weebly.com
We are well used to running in the rain over the past month
but the flooding on the heritage trail in particular has sent
some of the hardiest runners back. We are looking forward
to the clocks changing, the arrival of spring and getting out in
daylight in the evenings again.
There’s a full summer training programme being planned
and, as ever, there will be something for everyone no matter
your running ability and we are always keen to see new faces.
Our training sessions fit all abilities and involve a variety of
running activities. We have interval or repetition sessions
(often on a small hill) to improve your running speed, evening
trail runs of up to five or six miles to help with strength and
stamina and slower chatty runs where socialising takes
priority.
We have a busy club championship programme throughout
the year encouraging members to take on a 10k, half
marathon or trail run in lovely settings across central Scotland
and into the Highlands.
The club training schedule for April is outlined below. We
meet for all sessions at 7pm. For local sessions we meet at
the reception of the community campus and for runs outside
Kinross and Milnathort we meet at the start of the run (or
earlier at the health centre car park for car share).
We also have regular sessions at the Fife Cycle Park in
Glencraig to take advantage of their excellent traffic free
track.
There is an informal trail or hill run on Sunday mornings at a
very leisurely pace. Details are on the club Facebook page or
we meet at 9am at the health centre car park. Cancelled
Check our Facebook page or website for further information
or to make contact.

April Programme
Tues 31 March

Hill reps

Wed 1 April

Heritage trail (6.30pm start)

Thurs 2 April

Fife Cycle Park, 250/500 parlaufs

Tues 7 April

2 mile time trial, kit sale and hot chocolate

Wed 8-April
Tues 14 April
Wed 15 April
Thurs 16 April
Tues 21 April
Wed 22 April

Lochore Meadows
Cancelled
Kinross Treasure Hunt
until
8 x 90 sec intervals
further
Michael
Bruce trail
Pyramid
reps
notice
30min tempo run

Tues 28 April

Fife Cycle Park, pyramid reps

Wed 29 April

Maspie Den

Thurs 30 April

5 x 4min intervals
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Kinross runners at Cross Country Championships

Kinross Ladies Hockey Club
www.kinrosshockey.org
Although currently sitting in seventh place, with five games
remaining for our first team, there is still plenty of opportunity
to move up the table. It is a tight league with everything to
play for as almost every team is still able to finish in the top
three. Here’s hoping that the second half of our season will
see us progress up the table.
Our seconds are doing well in midland division one. They still have
seven games remaining in the league and are currently sitting in
fifth place. Like the firsts, there is everything to play for with a
tight competition in the middle of the table and the opportunity
for the seconds to move even further up the standings.
Additionally, our seconds have reached the semi-finals in the
knockout plate, with only St Andrews Uni fives standing in their
way of a place in the final. Wishing them good luck; it would
be great to have a Kinross team competing on finals day!
In their first year in competition, our thirds are having a
great season. At the halfway mark, with seven games left to
play, they are sitting in sixth place, winning two games and
drawing one. An excellent start in the league.
Having said all of the above, at the time of writing, coronavirus
has hit the domestic and recreational sporting calendar. Our
governing body, Scottish Hockey have suspended all domestic
hockey from 14 March until further notice. What this will
mean for the remainder of the season’s fixtures, training and
friendly fixtures we are not yet sure. For the most up to date
information, please visit our website

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER
Useful for readers living outside the distribution area of
the Newsletter, a subscription service is available.
For further details see www.kinrossnewsletter.org or
phone Ross McConnell on 01577 865885 or email

subscriptions@kinrossnewsletter.org
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Kinross Colts
In the summer of 2019 local girl, 8-year-old Eilidh Neave, was
tragically taken from her family because of meningitis.
In memory of the amazing, kind, fun-loving and beautiful
young girl, and to help raise awareness of meningitis, the
Kinross Colts 2012 squad will proudly wear the ‘Meningitis
Now’ logo on their new kit.
They hope this will help generate discussion, understanding
and recognition of the symptoms, diagnosis and treatment
of the infection.
Any donations to the charity www.eilidh-neave.muchloved.
com would be greatly welcomed and put to great use.
Kinross Colts 2012s are very proud to carry the logo and to
be associated with such a fantastic charity. We hope to do
Eilidh and her family proud.
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Our 2013 squad would like to say a big thank-you to Joanna
and the team at Giacopazzi’s for being our shirt sponsor for
the coming season. The kids are delighted with their new kits
as shown by the huge smiles in their team photo.
Our 2006 squad accepted a cheque from Kinross and District
Rotary club for £350 in recognition of their fund-raising
efforts with our 2005 and 2007 squads on Santa’s Sleigh run
in December.
We will be starting our new 2015 team after the Easter
holidays with training sessions taking place at the campus on
Sunday mornings.
If parents would like information or want to reserve a place
for their child, please email 2015s@kinrosscoltsfcj.co.uk.
The Scottish FA has announced they have suspended all
domestic and grassroots football until further notice.
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Orwell Bowling Club
Bowling Green Avenue, Milnathort
Tel: 01577 863739
orwellbowlingclub.weebly.com
The Opening of the Green will take place on Saturday 11 April
at 1.30pm for 2pm start. All members and potential members
are welcome. Let’s hope we have a good turnout and good
weather to kick off the season. Cancelled
Members entering competitions are reminded that their
fees must be paid by Thursday 30 April. If anyone would like
more information about the club and bowling check out our
website and Facebook page, or contact club secretary on
01577 862009.

Kinross Bowling Club
The opening of Kinross Bowling Club is on Saturday 15 April at
2pm. We look forward to seeing all our existing members and
we would be very pleased to welcome any new members to
the club. Age is no limit - children and adults both welcome.
This is a healthy outdoor sport and keeps us fit, providing
plenty of fresh air. Anyone interested who would like to know
more should get in touch with George Rennie (President) on
01577 864727. Cancelled

Otters Win Again For The Community
Kinross Otters are a community club with a competitive edge.
They showed that community commitment in December
when their Gold and Platinum squads volunteered to assist
the Rotary Club of Kinross and District.

The Rotary club carry out annual fundraising on behalf of
Santa and travel around Kinross-Shire collecting donations
on their magnificent sleigh, renovated by members at
Kinross Men’s Shed. Each time they are accompanied by a
local community group who help Santa bring joy and get a
share of the donations for their club. Despite the horrendous
weather this year, Otters had a great time at this rewarding
activity – the excitement seen in the children’s faces more
than makes up for being footsore and freezing!
We recently welcomed representatives from the Rotary
Club of Kinross and District to a training session where they
kindly donated a cheque in return for the hard work of our
volunteers.
Over £4200 was raised over the eight evenings and every club
or organisation who help, receive some of the proceeds for
each of their community groups. A great community project
that we are thrilled to be part of.

The Rotary Members, George Lawrie (right), Alistair Smith (left).
Swimmers are representatives of our Gold and Platinum squads who helped
the Santa Sleigh volunteers to collect donations. Coaches are Head Coach
Fiona Dodds on left and Senior Coach Pam Watson on right.

NANNY

GARDENING & MAINTENANCE SERVICES

Available for full-time nannying from the summer
Fully qualified and experienced
References available

Gardening, Hedge cutting, Landscaping,
Grass cutting & DIY
No job too small
Tickets for Plant Machinery

Please contact

Linda 07745 805236
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Please call Raymond Crawford
Tel: 01577 862865 Mob: 07891 661309
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Scottish Women’s Institutes
GLENFARG – With snow and ice lying thickly outside, and
the threat of Storm Dennis to come, what better way than
to escape to the warmth of Spain and enjoy a meal of tapas
and Sangria? For a short evening, members could pretend
the sun was out as Lynda Stuart introduced them to garlicky
mushrooms, empanadrillas, meatballs in tomato sauce,
Spanish omelette, three different types of olives and the most
wonderful crispy squid rings with a velvety aioli. With sangria
to wash it all down, it was a demonstration and spread to
remember. Margaret Scott proposed a well-deserved vote of
thanks.
Valentine’s card: 		
Alison Harrison
Heart-shaped biscuit:
Sheena Chisholm
Flower of the month:
Vivien Hepplethwaite
A very depleted membership came to the March meeting
but nevertheless managed to have a very enjoyable evening.
Impromptu entertainment included a quiz, a rather bad
performance of our Ramage Dawson entry and some very
funny stories courtesy of Lesley Murison. There was much
laughter and a welcome break from a troubled world.
Margaret Scott proposed the vote of thanks but she herself
is due a vote of thanks for creating such a pleasant evening.
Placemat:		 Allison Messenger
Smoked mackerel pate: Alison Harrison
Flower of the month:
Alison Harrison
BISHOPSHIRE – Joanne Cowan welcomed members and
visitors to our meeting on Thursday 13 February. After
dealing with business, she introduced our speaker – Jay
Hutchison from Carnbo SWI. Jay spoke to us about her
exciting experience as an Evelyn Baxter Scholar and her year
touring Scotland teaching felting to SWI groups. We were
then treated to a hands-on demonstration of simple felting
techniques when we all managed to produce ladybird gift
tags. This was a very enjoyable evening much enjoyed by
all.

BLAIRINGONE – At the February meeting, President Mary
Ramsay introduced Sara Brown who outlined her pathway
to becoming a Reiki Instructor. Through her own ill health
that the NHS seemed unable to cure she was introduced to
Reiki and the rest was history. Having been restored to full
health she began her training into Reiki and over the past
twenty years has been treating people and also horses and
dogs. She is able to transfer the energy she has within her
to others to effect improvement in their conditions. Our
members thoroughly enjoyed her presentation and a vote of
thanks was given by Joyce Petrie.
Favourite Dog Picture:
Agnes Murray and Joyce Petrie
Flower of the Month:
Joyce Petrie
CARNBO – President Angela Browning welcomed members
and our speaker Dahlia Campbell, Dietitian to the February
meeting. Dahlia gave a very informative talk on key foods and
women’s health. Lisa Dawson gave the vote of thanks.
Flower of the month:
Jessie Stirling
Carved fruit or veg:
Margaret Greener
POWMILL – Powmill SWI celebrated their centenary in
February. We celebrated by having a 1920s themed afternoon
tea where everyone entered into the spirit of the theme with
lots of flapper dresses, fur and fun!
Members were joined by guests from other institutes and
office bearers. Our two oldest members Elsie Johnston and
Janie Buchanan cut the cake which was made and decorated
beautifully by member Mary Wilson. Here’s to the next 100
years!

Next meeting will be a members’ night when our own
members will be providing the entertainment. Members
should bring a hard-boiled egg and egg cup. New members
welcome. Cancelled
Three sweets:		
Margaret Paton
Flower of the month:
Shelagh Gouldie
At the March meeting business consisted mainly of
intimations of cancelations of events due to Corona Virus
precautions. This evening was a members’ night. Mary
Nesbitt read excerpts from a 1912 edition of the Girls Own
magazine which was found in the attic of her previous house
in Aberdeen. It was interesting to compare the concerns
of women in 1912 with our lives now and to see how some
things do not change (women’s fashion was concerned
about lack of pockets in clothing, and ENOS Fruit Salts were
recommended as a cure for all ills.) The meeting then split
into 2 groups Linda Chapman led a class in making very cute
Easter themed egg cosies. Norma Smith and Mary Nesbitt led
the other group in therapeutic Zentangle design. Overall it
was a very enjoyable evening. Next meeting to be held on
Thursday 9 April will be a talk by Jo Dillon from Guide Dogs
for the Blind. New members welcome. Cancelled
Easter Themed Card: Norma Smith
Flower of the month: Jane Martin
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Out & About
RSPB Loch Leven
facebook.com/RSPBTaysideFife

www.rspb.org.uk/lochleven

THE CLOCKS HAVE GONE forward and
British Summer Time is here. Let’s hope
the summer lives up to its name this
year! Meanwhile spring is in full swing,
and the reserve is ringing with the
sound of bird song greeting visitors as
soon as they step out of their cars.
The first of the summer migrant birds
are beginning to arrive. Chiffchaffs are
usually the first to be heard when they
appear in late March into early April,
followed by willow warblers singing their
lovely song of descending notes. The first
swallows also re-appear this month and
will be swooping around the courtyard of
the Visitor Centre once again.
Along the wetland trail, lapwings are
performing their tumbling displays,
calling ‘peewit, peewit’ to each other
and putting on an impressive show
to attract a mate. Hopefully a good
number of lapwings this year will
settle on the reserve to breed and
successfully rear chicks. Lapwing
numbers in the UK have fallen
drastically in the last few decades and
lapwings are on the red list of species
of conservation concern. Intensification
of farming has been one of the factors
contributing to loss of habitat. We
are prioritising the management
of the wetlands to encourage the
lapwings and other waders such as
oystercatchers, redshanks and snipes
Lapwings – Alex Gilfillan
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Telephone: 01577 862355

Black-headed gulls – Paul Ashcroft

to breed successfully and hopefully
boost their numbers. The lapwings can
be best seen close to our Waterston
and Carden hides.
Also at the Carden hide, a large colony
of black-headed gulls is establishing
itself for the breeding season.
Strangely enough, black-headed gulls
in full breeding plumage actually have
brown heads! Many people are also
surprised to learn that black-headed

gulls are on the amber list of species
of conservation concern. They are
certainly very noisy birds – you can
hear them long before you see them!
There are more signs of spring along
our woodland and leafy loop trails. The
leaves on the trees are beginning to
bud and catkins are swinging gently in
the breeze. Between the branches, the
red squirrels are very busy scampering
about, and frequently come down to
the squirrel feeders.
We are holding an Optics weekend at
the reserve on Saturday 4 April and
Sunday 5 April. We are also pleased
to be hosting another mindfulness
walk entitled ‘Two feet, One Mind’
on 23 April, from 10-11am. This
event is free but we would suggest a
minimum donation of £2. Please book
online at: twofeetonemind.eventbrite.
co.uk. During the Easter holidays
we are running a lapwing trail from
Monday 6 to Sunday 19 April. This
a self-led event – only £2 a sheet (no
booking required). With the arrival
of the first of the migrant songbirds,
we are organising two Dawn Chorus
walks 6am until 7.30am (note the
early time!) on Saturday 25 April and
Sunday 3 May. Please book online at:
rspblochleven.eventbrite.com.
ALL EVENTS ARE CURRENTLY CANCELLED
Anne Sinclair, Visitor Experience Officer
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Life On The Loch
As I write this column it would seem that the Covid-19
pandemic is really beginning to manifest itself on the global
population. Here in Kinross we are so fortunate to have Loch
Leven and many other beautiful areas of countryside with a
great network of paths throughout Kinross-shire. Even simple
activities such as getting out for a walk, breathing fresh air,
listening to birdsong or noticing wild flowers can all greatly
improve our wellbeing during this time of uncertainty and
stress. I genuinely hope you are all able to stay safe and well
and use nature as part of achieving that.

Weather
Recent Weather Reports
from Kinross
February
Total Rainfall			
Heaviest Fall			

246.1ml / 9.84in
51.3ml/2.04in

Total Sunshine			
Sunniest Day		

145.8 hrs
8.6 hrs (23 Feb)

Max Temp Average		
Highest Temp			

7.11c
11.3c (1 Feb)

Min Temp Average		
Lowest Temp			

-0.28c
-4.6c (25 Feb)

At this time the trail is still open for all to enjoy, although it
seems that the SNH office and public toilets at the Pier, the
bird hides and the RSPB visitor centre will all very probably
be closed by the time you read this article. All our events will
also be postponed for the time being. You can keep up to
date with all this on the reserve Facebook page – Loch Leven
NNR.
Following the flooding in February and early March the trail
is particularly uneven, puddled and muddy in places. We will
be mapping these areas and passing this information to PKC
who are responsible for the maintenance of the trail surface.
Unfortunately, the high-water levels have delayed our
contractors installing the new viewing screen near Kirkgate
but I hope this will happen during spring once the ground has
dried out sufficiently.
One thing not affected by Covid-19 is the wonderful wildlife
all around us, so what to look out for? Red squirrels are
particularly active at this time of year, the dawn chorus of
bird song is really starting brighten the first rays of light in
the morning. Many of our resident bird species are setting up
territories, and as a result I’ve been seeing more squabbles
amongst the birds on my home feeder. Botanically one of the
first plants to flower around the heritage trail is the colt’sfoot. Its scaly, crimson stems break through the ground just
bursting into yellow dandelion like flowers beside the trail
in many of the more open areas. An old herbal remedy for
coughs and colds it was once known as coughwort.
N.B. Because the situation is changing so quickly, please
keep up to date with all UK & Scottish Government COVID
Guidance and also the Nature.Scot website www.nature.
scot/snh-national-nature-reserves-coronavirus-update
All the best,
Neil Mitchell,
Scottish Natural Heritage NNR manager

Local Gardens to Visit
Megginch Castle

Tel: 07990 574570
Email: stephenjohnhay@me.com

£5 entry, children free. Ancient yews and national collection
of apple and pear trees, plus many varieties of daffodils. Teas
and scavenger hunt and Easter eggs for children.

Hollytree Lodge, Muckhart, Dollar FK14 7JW
Tel: 07973 376687
Email: elizwyatt@aol.com

Errol PH2 7SW.
Sunday 19 April, 2-5pm

Glendoick

Glencarse PH2 7NS.
Open from 1 April – 31 May, 10am-4pm.
Entry £5, children free. Brimming over with fabulous azaleas
and rhododendrons, and more.
The following gardens open for the season on 1 April. Please
call or email to arrange your visit.
Eastbank Cottage, Perth Road, Abernethy PH2 9LR
Tel: 01738 850539
Email: mikestuartthompson@hotmail.com.
Bonhard House, Perth PH2 7PQ
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Cornflowers

Out and About in the Garden in April
Things start to get busy this month!
If you’ve sown seeds, now’s the time to transplant them into
bigger trays or cells – 15 tray inserts are good as this will give
them room to grow without having to pot them on again.
Keep them moist but don’t feed yet – as a general rule, don’t
feed until they start to flower.
April is the month to tie in your rambling and climbing roses.
That reminds me, I really must get around to pruning mine.
Tie them in using twine or clips, but tie loosely so that the
stems have room to move in the breeze and don’t snap.
You can start to sow seeds outside now – mainly things
that don’t mind a frost like sweet peas and nasturtiums. I
must admit, I usually sow sweet peas in pots to plant out
later as mice really like the taste of the seeds for some
reason. As your sweet peas start to grow, remember and
pinch out the growing tips to encourage bushier plants.
You can also sow hardy annuals outside such as calendula
and cornflowers.
If you didn’t divide up your clumps of perennials yet, you can
still do this – dig up and take a sharp spade and split the plant

and replant, it’s as simple as that – and who doesn’t like free
plants!
As your perennials start to shoot and grow, they’ll become
very attractive to slugs and snails as a yummy snack. There are
lots of theories on how to deter them, but I find a good few
spadefuls of mulch around the plants usually does the trick.
Did you manage to pot your strawberry runners last autumn?
If so, snip the runners from the mother plant and plant in
your strawberry bed now. Strawberries are hungry plants so
some manure will be gratefully received. I usually find that
a layer of straw underneath the plants will discourage those
pesky slugs and snails from eating your hard-won fruit.
Now’s the time to start keeping an eye out for new growth on
your overwintered dahlia tubers and fuchsias – if you’re so
inclined, now’s also the time to take cuttings to extend your
stock – and again, free plants!
So, April is a time of nurturing the new stuff for the year
ahead and looking after the plants you’ve had for years to
keep them healthy and prolong their flowering period.
Have a lovely April and I hope the weather’s kind to you, and
you manage to spend some quality time in your garden.
Teresa Stirling
Qualified ~ Insured

The Old Farmhouse, Dunning Road PH3 1DU
Tel: 01764 662471
Email: thegalliers@msn.com

Further information about these gardens and many others
open throughout Scotland is available on the Scotland’s
Gardens website www.scotlandsgardens.org or in the yellow
guidebooks on sale at Caulders Garden Centre, Loch Leven’s
Larder and Stewart & Smart Garage, Milnathort.

Tree & Hedge Surgery

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Felling
Pruning
Technical Dismantling
Pollarding
Crown Reductions
Emergency Tree Work
Land Clearance
Hedge Trimming
Stump removal
General Garden Maintenance

Call for a free quotation on: 01337 258625 / 07896086952
www.bkbtrees.co.uk
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Farming

Learning To Play The Tuber
You may recall my last contribution looked ahead to 2030,
shared my aspirations to be a granny and pondered if my
grandchildren would get to experience mince and tatties. It
turned out to be one of the most commented upon articles
in a long time.
Many readers got in touch, most of them counselling me
to be careful what I wished for in the granny stakes, but it
also sparked a few interesting conversations about meals
nowadays. My friend, who teaches in an urban school, texted
me to say that most of her pupils in the infant department
don’t ever eat traditional meals like this, and that many of
them genuinely don’t know what mince and tatties is.
It occurred to me that I spend a lot of time writing about
livestock production but maybe overlook the other part of
this traditional meal, so this year I’m going to devote my
bi-monthly columns to potato production. The potato is a
locally produced root crop that means it gets onto our plates
with very low food miles.
Being such a healthy form of carbohydrate and a good source
of vitamins and minerals too, I hope readers will be interested
in how it is produced so I’ve asked our good friends, Scott
and Elaine Black at Mawmill Farm to help me explain the
production process. Along with their sons, David and Daniel
they will grow 80 acres of potatoes this year.
They always grow Maris Piper, Scott explained, because it’s
well suited to the growing conditions and most importantly
can be sold to many markets because it’s such a versatile
variety. Maris Piper boils very well, makes good mash, is a
good baking potato. It is also popular with chip shops and
can be used to make crisps. Many other varieties aren’t
suitable for all these markets.
The preparations for the planting season start with selecting
the fields. There has to be a break of 4-5 years between
potato crops so rotation records are looked at and the land is
ploughed as soon as it’s dry enough.
Each year Scott keeps back some home-produced seed and
also buys in a proportion of new seed from a merchant to
refresh the crop. The seed has been stored in a refrigerated
cold store all winter at between 2.5–3 degrees to prevent it
from sprouting. It also receives a treatment to protect it from
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soil borne diseases when it’s planted. It is hoped that every
tuber that is planted will yield another 15-20 potatoes, so
giving it the best start in the ground is important.
During April, after the cereal crops are sown, the boys will
start to prepare the ground for planting. They grub it first to
break down the big clods, the soil is then formed into beds.
These are as luxurious as they sound! The soil is now down to
a fine tilth and left in a big high drill that runs from one end of
the field to the other.
Potatoes don’t grow well in stony land, so their trusty
destoner is pulled through the bed to sift out all the stones
and lay them in between the rows. It is at this point that the
land is ready for planting.
The final check is to see if the soil is warm enough. It needs to
be about 8-10 degrees and many old farmers say if you can sit
on the drill with your bare bum then the soil is warm enough
to go ahead and plant.
I’m not sure if we want to know if this is how Scott checks his
fields, but I’m looking forward to learning a lot more about
the 2020 Mawmill potato production.
Fiona

Kinross Newsletter 89

Kinross-shire Churches Together
Kinross Parish Church

Loch Leven Church

Church of Scotland (Charity no SC012555)
Following Christ I Spreading the Word I
Serving the Community
10 Station Road, Kinross KY13 8TG
Church website: www.kinrossparishchurch.org
Facebook:www.facebook/kinrossparishchurch.org
Church E-mail: office@kinrossparishchurch.org
Church office and church open: Mon-Fri 10am-12 noon.
Church Office: Tel. (01577) 862570
Contact the church office if you are interested in leasing
rooms in the church or church centre.
Minister: Rev Alan D. Reid MA, BD Tel: (01577) 862952
Ordained Local Minister: Rev Margaret Michie (01592) 840602
Session Clerk: Jaffrey Weir Tel: (01577) 865780

(Charity No: SC049050)

Kinross Parish Church welcomes Kathy Dain, here from the USA for
a 12-month placement. See News pXX
Events listed below are in the church unless indicated otherwise.

Regular Services and Events

Sundays: 10.30am: Morning Service with creche. Junior Church
(age 3 to P7) and ‘Jam Pact’ (Secondary Age) meet at
church centre from 10.15am, finish at church.
		 7.30pm: ‘Crossfire’ (S1 upwards) in church centre.
Tuesdays: 10am: Pram Service.
Weds: 		 10.45am: Service, Church Centre.
1.30pm: Craft Group.
Fridays: The Brigade, Church Centre.
Anchor Section 6-7.15pm, Junior Section 7-9pm,
Company Section 8-10pm
(Contact: David Munro 862126).
Saturdays: 10am-12noon ‘Coffee Stop’, Church Centre
Coffee, cakes and book sale most Saturdays.

Other Events and Services in April

Thu 2		 7.30pm: Thursday Group, church centre: ‘Men’s
Shed’

Week
All Holy
Services
Cancelled Until
Further Notice

Sun 5		 Palm Sunday: 10.30am Morning Service, then
Informal Communion at 11.45am. 2.30pm Walk of
Witness from St. Paul’s to Kinross Parish Church
Mon 6		 8am: Silent Meditation.
7pm: Stations of the Cross at St. James’ Church
Tue 7 		 2.30pm: Service at Whyte Court.
4pm: Service at The Sycamores
Thu 9		 Maundy Thursday: 7.30pm Holy Communion,
Portmoak Church
Fri 10		Good Friday: 10.30am The Good Friday
Experience - for Families. 7.30pm Good Friday
Service
Sat 11		 8.30am: Prayer Breakfast (names in advance to
church office)
Sun 12		 Easter Sunday: 7.30am United Service at the
Lochside. 10.30am Easter Sunday Morning
Service. 2.30pm: ‘Let’s Sing’ – tea and singalong,
particularly for those with dementia and
their carers. 6.30pm United Songs of Praise at
Fossoway Church
Thu 16 		 9pm: late evening service of Compline
Sun 26 		 6.30pm Informal Evening Service
Tue 28 		 2.30pm Service at Causeway Court
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Loch Leven Church meets at Loch
Leven Community Campus, at 10.30am each Sunday.
Forthcoming services:
5 Apr 		 Easter Encounters:
At the empty tomb – Fiona McDonald
12 Apr 		 Easter Encounters:
At the sea – Tim Powers
19 Apr 		 Mission Sunday with Open Doors
26 Apr 		 SU Scotland

All Services
Cancelled Until
Further Notice

Everyone is warmly welcome and there are separate
activities for children during the service. To find out more
about us, please visit www.lochlevenchurch.com.

HOLY WEEK events in KINROSS
Kinross-shire Churches Together will be holding its
annual early morning service on Easter morning (12
April) at the far end of Kirkgate Park at 7.30am. All are
welcome. In Holy Week, leading up to this, there will be
opportunities for worship in various churches as follows:
Mon 6
St James’ Church Stations of the Cross, 7pm
Thu 9
Portmoak Church Holy Communion, 7.30pm
Fri 10
Kinross Parish Church Good Friday, 7.30 pm
Sun 12
Fossoway Church Easter Sunday Songs of Praise, 6.30 pm

Cleish Parish Church
Church of Scotland
(Charity No: SC003168)

Minister: Rev Lis Stenhouse BD (Hons)
Tel: 01577 842128
Email: estenhouse@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Neil Maclure
Email: neil.maclure19@gmail.com Tel: 01577 864826
Please visit our website: www.cleishchurch.org

Sunday Services 11.15am
April
Sun 5

All Services
Cancelled Until
Further Notice

11.15am Palm Sunday Morning Worship 		
Traidcraft Stall
Sun 12 11.15am Easter Sunday Morning Worship
Sun 19 11.15am Morning Worship
Sun 26 11.15am Morning Worship
Please note refreshments will be served in the
Young Room after Morning Worship. All welcome.
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Churches Together

Orwell and Portmoak Parish Church
Church of Scotland (Charity number SC015523)
Minister – Very Rev Dr Angus Morrison
Telephone: 01577 863461
Email: angusmorrison3@gmail.com
Website: www.orwellportmoakchurch.org.uk
Sunday Worship, Junior Church and crèche:
10am Portmoak Church,
11.30am Orwell Church.
All children welcome. Crèche available during the services.
Please note that joint services will be held on the first
Sunday of each month in alternate churches at 10.30am.
Prayer Meeting held 30 mins before each service.
Service at Ashley House: first Thursday of the month at
2.30pm.
Morning Prayers at 9am
Each Thursday at Portmoak Church New Room.
Each Friday at Orwell Church.
Messy Church Saturday 25 April in Portmoak Hall from 4-6pm.

All Services
Cancelled
Dates and events forUntil
your diary
Further Notice

5 Apr		Joint All-age Service in Orwell Church at 10.30am.
No morning service at Portmoak Church.
9 Apr		Maundy Thursday Communion Service at Portmoak
Church at 7:30pm
12 Apr
Easter services in both churches at the normal times
14 Apr		Culdees Celtic Service in Portmoak New Room at
10.30am – All are welcome.
24 Apr		Oasis Ladies Group meets in Portmoak New Room at
10.15am. The speaker is Wilma Carragher.
28 Apr		Culdees Celtic Service in Portmoak New Room at
10.30am – All are welcome.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Church office & shop open Mon-Fri. 10am-12pm.
29 South Street, Milnathort KY13 9XA.
Christian cards, gifts, bibles and books for sale.
Printing and copying facilities available. Recycling
for ink toners, stamps & batteries. Donations of
food can be made for the local foodbank.
Contact the Office: 01577 861200
orwellandportmoakchurch@gmail.com

Fossoway, St Serf’s & Devonside Church
Church of Scotland (Charity number SC013157)
Church Road, Crook of Devon, Kinross-shire, KY13 0UY
www.fossowaychurch.org.uk
Minister: Rev Lis Stenhouse Telephone: (01577) 842128
Email: estenhouse@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Mrs Janet Harper Telephone: (01577) 840225
Email: aclassicsoul@aol.com
Our church is a very warm and welcoming place situated
in the Crook of Devon, a small village about six miles from
Kinross. Come and join us, we would love to meet you.
Sunday Services at 9.45am. All are welcome.
APRIL

All Services
Cancelled Until
Further Notice

Some details may change due to current developments.
We apologise for any inconvenience.
Sat 4		Men’s Breakfast - Cancelled until further notice
Sun 5
PALM SUNDAY
9.25am
A Time for Prayer.
9.45am
Morning Worship.
			
Followed by refreshments. Trade Craft
			
goods available for purchase
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Sun 12

EASTER SUNDAY
7.30am		
9.25am
9.45am
			
6.30pm
Sun 19
9.25am
9.45am
Sun 26 		9.25am
9.45am

Easter morning service at the lochside
A Time for Prayer.
Easter Sunday Family Service
with activities for children
Easter Songs of Praise
A Time for Prayer.
Morning Worship.
A Time for Prayer.
Morning Worship.

Refresh Thursday
Refresh has been cancelled until further notice
House Group
The House Group has been cancelled until further
notice. For more details please phone Debbie Hill
01577 842268.
Film Evening
Our next film evening has been cancelled
Fossoway Babies and Toddlers
Cancelled until further notice

St Paul’s Scottish Episcopal Church
(Part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion)
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY
Tel:
01577 864299
Email: office@stpaulskinross51.plus.com
www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk
Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector.
Tel:
01577 863795
Email: frdavidkinross@gmail.com
You can also find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross
St Paul’s is inclusive, friendly and welcoming to all age
groups (whether regular churchgoers or if you’re simply
inquisitive about who we are and what we do.)
‘Every one of us is living through quite extraordinary and very
anxious times. As I type these words, the UK government is
set to require people over 70 years old to isolate themselves,
perhaps for a considerable amount of time. Of course
people’s health and wellbeing have to be prioritised and this
will have a huge consequence for all community activities,
including our own at St Paul’s. The services and events listed
below are a ‘wish list’ for the coming month. Please see our
website and Facebook page for updated information as and
when we have it to publish.
In the meantime, please be assured of our prayers and
intercessions, especially if COVID-19 has directly affected you
and your family. We live in hope that this health emergency
will be over speedily and affect as few people as possible.’
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.
1st Sundays 4pm Evensong with hymns
1st Mondays 10am Pastoral Care group (Side Chapel).
Tuesdays 11am Informal Holy Communion (Church Office).
Thursdays 10am Thursday Morning study group (usually in
the Meeting Room). 1.45-2.45pm Rector’s Hour. A chance to
drop in and speak to the Rector in the Church Office.
Forthcoming services and events – all welcome

All Services
Cancelled Until
Holy Week and Easter
Further
Notice

Sun 5		Palm Sunday
8.30am Holy Communion,Blessing of the Palms and
Reading of the Passion
11am Sung Eucharist with Blessing & Procession of the
Palms and Dramatic Narration of the Passion
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4pm Evensong with hymns
Wed 8		Holy Wednesday
7.30pm Thanksgiving and Commemoration for our
Dearly Departed
A relaxed, meditative candlelit service with space to
reflect and remember.
Thu 9		Maundy Thursday
11am Chrism Mass (St Ninian’s Cathedral, Perth)
7.30pm Sung Eucharist, Washing of Feet, Stripping the
Altar and the Watch (until 10pm)
Fri 10		Good Friday
9am Liturgy of the Cross
1pm ‘Soul Space’ Installation for Good Friday (until 3pm)
Sat 11		Easter Vigil
9.30pm Easter Vigil & Lighting the Paschal Candle
Sun 12		Easter Day
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Family Sung Eucharist for Easter Day
Sun 19		Easter 2
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
Sun 26		Easter 2
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist

St James’ Catholic Church

5 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AW
Parish Priest: Father Martin Pletts. Tel: 01577 863329
www.catholickinross.com
Email: Fr.MartinPletts@gmail.com
facebook.com/parishpriestkinross/
facebook.com/stjamesprayergroup/
Regular Services

Mon 7pm			
Holy Mass preceded by Confessions and
		
Prayer Group at 8pm in the church hall.
Tue 10am			
Holy Mass preceded by Confessions and
		
Morning Prayer (9.30-9.50am).
Wed 10am			
Holy Mass preceded by Confessions and
		
Morning Prayer (9.30-9.50am). Teas/Coffees
		
after Mass, in the church hall.
Thu 10am			
Holy Mass preceded by Confessions and
		
Morning Prayer (9.30-9.50am).
Fri 10am			
Holy Mass preceded by Morning Prayer
		
& Confessions (9.30-9.50am)
3pm			
Divine Mercy Devotions.
Sat 10.30am		
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and
		
Confessions (first Saturday of every month Holy
		
Mass at 10am).
6pm			
Vigil Mass.
Sun 9.30am		
Mass (teas/coffees after Mass in church hall).
Confessions also on request.
Prayer Group meets on a Monday, 8pm-10pm, in the church hall
and is open to all.
Children’s Catechism class meets every Monday during term time,
3.45pm-4.30pm in the church hall.

All Services
Cancelled Until
Further Notice

Churches Together
at 6.30pm; a time for praise, worship, sharing and joy in
The Lord Jesus. (Followed by light refreshments and more
blether.)
Everyone is welcome to either service or to both, so please
come and taste and see that the LORD is good.
Contact Peter on 01577 863509, for further information.
KCF also runs the Talking Donkey cafe – see separate notice
in the Newsletter. Additionally, the Friday evening Youth
Group at the Millbridge Hall (Space) is also the responsibility
of our Fellowship, and we are pleased to accept this
privilege.

Kinross Gospel Hall

Montgomery Street, Kinross

www.kinrossgospelhall.info

Sunday 10.30am Breaking of Bread.
12.30pm Sunday School.
Services
4.00pm All
Gospel
Meeting (1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month, Friends
Cancelled
Untiland Neighbours Tea).
Monday 7.30pm Prayer Meeting.
Further Notice
8.15pm Bible Study.
Thursday 9.30am Toddlers Group (Montgomery Toddlers).

Acknowledgements
WILLIAM AND RITA WILSON would like to thank Elizabeth
and her family for the opportunity to say a few words about
Jimmy’s huge commitment to the community of Kinross in
his role as a part-time retained fireman.
Jimmy served in the Brigade for over 30 years. He was a very
committed and passionate firefighter and his commitment to
turning out whenever called upon was immense. Jimmy was
in charge of Kinross Fire Station for many years and was both
professional and compassionate carrying out the sometimes
very difficult and diverse tasks asked of all fire fighters.
Jimmy was most importantly very good to work with, and got
the best out of his team at any particular job no matter what
time of the day/night it happened to be. Firefighting in common with many other emergency services is a family affair,
Jimmy’s son John has for a number of years carried forward
his Dad’s wonderful legacy, and I do believe John’s daughter
Kayleigh has just enrolled as a firefighter at Kinross, a wonderful family. Thank you all especially, Jimmy.
NEIL REDDOCH wishes to thank all the relatives, friends and
neighbours for the cards and comforting messages of sympathy, following my mother, Jean’s death. Thanks to Rev Alan
Reid for his visits and lovely service and Stewart Funeral Directors. Thanks also for the generous donations. £216 was
collected for Kinross Parish Church. Special thanks to the
dedicated nursing staff at the Queen Margaret Hospital, Dunfermline, where she died on 2 February.

The weekly newsletter, Mass times, news and updates or
changes can be found on our website.

Kinross Christian Fellowship
Jesus said, ‘I am among you as one who serves.’
Sunday morning service at 10.30am (refreshments and
blether at 10am), Millbridge Hall, Old Causeway, Kinross.
All Services
Lively praise (children participate), reverent worship open
to the leadingCancelled
of the Holy Spirit,
prayer, ministry and
Until
solid Bible-based preaching and teaching. An all-round
Notice
family service Further
for families, which
includes Sunday School.
Communion every second Sunday, as is our evening service
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Community Website
For contact details of community groups, hall bookings,
job vacancies, leisure and visitor information and
much more, visit www.kinross.cc
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Playgroups and Toddlers
SWANSACRE PLAYGROUP, SCIO
21-23 Swansacre, Kinross
Tel: 01577 862071/07592 392235
www.swansacreplaygroup.org.uk Facebook
@Swansacre
We provide a warm, friendly, nurturing and
stimulating environment in which children can
learn and develop through play.
Monday Garden Guddle: 9am-3pm
Tuesday Playgroup: 9.05am-11.50am
Rising 5’s including Lunch Club: 12.10pm-3.10pm
Wednesday Playgroup: 9.05am-11.50am
Thursday Playgroup: 9.05am-11.50am
Friday Playgroup: 9.05am-11.50am

GLENFARG BABY AND TODDLER GROUP
We meet in the newly refurbished village hall, Greenbank
Road, Glenfarg on Mondays, 9.30-11.30am, term times.
Healthy snack for children, coffee/tea & biscuits for carer
Role play, jigsaws, physical toys and arts and crafts
Friendly support for all carers
First session free, £2 thereafter (£1 for additional
children)
Contact Catherine Mason on 07583 022608 or just come
along!

Garden Guddle is an outdoor session in the grounds of Swansacre
Gardens. The children can expect lots of mud, water, fun and
exploration. Aimed at 3-5 year olds.
Playgroup is aimed at children from 2-5 years of age. The children
have a vast variety of equipment and resources to help them
learn through play.
Rising 5’s is aimed at children in their pre-school year. It aims to
sit alongside school nursery, and the sessions are more structured
and filled with activities to engage children.
Please contact Victoria for availability or more information on the
above sessions: enrolments.swansacre@gmail.com
Swansacre is also available to hire for Private Functions.
For more information or to book please contact Lesley on:
facilities.swansacre@gmail.com
Swansacre Playgroup SCIO – SC017748 – Registered Scottish Charity

LOCHLEVEN BABIES & TODDLERS
Masonic Hall, The Muirs, Kinross
Session times (term time only)
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays 9.30-11.15am
Contact Debbie Kennedy 07545 339494,
debileighs@hotmail.com
All Mothers, Fathers, and Carers are welcome to attend,
with children aged birth to 5 years if accompanied by a
younger sibling who shall be 3 years old or younger.

PORTMOAK UNDER 5s
Portmoak Hall – between Kinnesswood
and Scotlandwell (only 10 mins from
Milnathort and Kinross)
We are a friendly and relaxed group welcoming children
under 5 years and their parents/carers. We offer a wide
range of activities including arts and crafts, dressing up,
outdoor play and stories. We also on occasion arrange
outings, parties and have special visitors who come to the
group!
Session times: Tues & Fri 9.45am-11.30am.
Sessions are £2 per child (£1.50 for under 1s) and 50p for
each additional child. A snack is provided.

FOSSOWAY TODDLER GROUP
Fridays 9.30 and 11.30am
Fossoway Church Hall, Crook of Devon
£2 for 2 hours play
Warm and cosy space
Fresh fruit snack and juice or water for kids
Tea/coffee and biscuits for adults

For all queries please email
portmoakplaygroup@hotmail.com
or find us on Facebook
MONTGOMERY TODDLERS
Every Thursday 9.30am-11am (term-time only)
The Gospel Hall, Montgomery Street, Kinross.
Contact Christina Smith 01577 840733 or 07792 260509

Private Nurseries and Childcare
For private nurseries and childcare services, please see advertisements throughout the Newsletter.
To inform the Newsletter of any changes to Playgroup information, please send an email to: editor@kinrossnewsletter.org
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Notices
Scotlandwell In Bloom Plant & Bake Sale
The Scotlandwell in bloom team hope to host their annual Plant
& Bake sale on Saturday 2 May 2020 at the Well Country Inn,
Scotlandwell, from 10.30am -2pm.
There will be a wide selection of flowers and plants on sale, plus
homebaking and locally produced jams and chutneys.
Once you’ve done all your shopping, why not stay and have coffee
and cake and catch up with friends and neighbours and have a go
on the Tombola stall.
The team look forward to welcoming you to their event.

The Kinross-shire Civic Trust
Annual General Meeting
and Awards Presentation has been CANCELLED
Cleish Hall, Cleish Wednesday 29 April at 7.30pm

Light Up Kinross
We hereby give notice that the annual general meeting of Light Up
Kinross will be held at St Pauls Church Hall, Kinross, on Thursday,
30 April, 2020 at 7.30pm. please accept this as our invitation to
attend the event. Should you be interested in either joining our
committee or can offer help in organising the annual christmas
light display then please contact us at mbs21@btinternet.com or
through the Light Up Kinross Facebook page.

The Portmoak Hall Annual Ceilidh has been
CANCELLED
Saturday 9 May 19.30/ 23.30pm

The Tullibole Castle Halloween Trail
We had hoped to announce the Tullibole Castle
Halloween Trail was going ahead this month on the
Halloween weekend.
However we have delayed the announcement until
we know if it will be affected by legislation on Mass
Gatherings due to the Covid-19 virus.

KINROSS-SHIRE PARTNERSHIP
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday
8th April 2020, 7:00pm

Loch Leven Community Campus, ICT Room
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